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THE DEDICATION. 

''No life 
Can he pure in 0% purpose and strong in its strife, 
And aU life not be purer and stronger thereby. 
The spirits of just men made perfect on high ; 
The army of martyrs who stand by the throne 
And gaze into the face that makes glorious their own 
Know this surety at last. Honest love, honest sorrow. 
Honest work for the day, honest hope for the morrow, — 
Are these worth nothing more than the hand they make weary, 
The heart they have saddened, the life they leave dreary f 
Hush ! the sevenfold heavens to the voice of the spirit 
Echo: He thai 6*ercometh shaXt all things inherit.^ ^ 

—Owen Meredith. 



PREFACE. 



When a writer attempts to tell something which he 
deems important, and wishes the reader to share in his 
views as to its value, it is but " fair and square " that 
he should give a reason for his act. 

The history of nations is largely made up of the his- 
tory of men. The biography of a few leading men is, 
indeed, the story of the nations. So the well told 
biography of a few men may be the history of the 
literature, science, invention, medicine, law, or theol- 
ogy of a country. In any great cause there are few 
leaders. 

If not the first, certainly among the most able of the 
expounders of the principles and truths of the New 
Church, as made known by Emanuel Swedenborg, was 
the subject of this study. He devoted more than half 
a century to the teaching and spread of the new 
doctrines, and the life to which they should lead. 
No man was better suited to be the expounder and 
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VI PREFACE, 

defender of a new and true system of philosophy, relig- 
ion, and life. Prepared and schooled under peculiar 
circumstances, he entered upon the work as a finished 
scholar. He wrote more, perhaps, than any other one 
man to spread and sustain the cause he held to be 
above all others. His tongue kept with his pen, and 
his preaching gave force and influence to his writing. 
He taught and reasoned as a philosopher, and his 
work gave him high rank as a theologian. 

To the friends, who believed and rejoiced in his 
work, and to those who may yet become his friends, 
and also believers in and exemplars of the beautiful 
doctrines he taught, these pages are, with great respect, 
dedicated by the Author. 
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Benjamin Fiske Barrett : 



A STUDY. 



I. 

Birthf Early lAfe, and Training, 

The qualities and traits necessary to the making of 
a preacher, writer, philosopher, and theologian were 
combined in an eminent degree in Benjamin Fiske 
Barrett. Born in the woods of Maine, of hard-working 
parents, his childhood and early life were destitute of 
the advantages within the reach of many boys and 
young men, but in spite of this he became one of the 
most useful men produced by that or any other State 
in the Union. 

While the parents of Benjamin Barrett were able to 
aid him but little in the literary tastes they silently 
watched him develop, yet their early training was of 
inestimable value to the bov. His father was a car- 
penter, an intelligent man, the owner of a farm that 
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required considerable ability and industry to cultivate 
successfully in the bleak and rocky State of Maine. 
He was a successful man in his day and generation, 
and was held in respect and esteem by the community 
in which he lived. 

Not " church members," nor what were called pious 
people, his parents taught their children to revere the 
Bible, to keep the Ten Commandments, and to respect 
the ordinances of religion. This healthy home train- 
ing, combined with some outside influences, laid the 
foundation for the independent character and active 
and useful career of the subject of this study. 

At the age of eight years he began his 600^-education 
in a rude school-house a mile or two from home. In 
those days spelling ranked among the noble accom- 
plishments ; and for proficiency in this art young Ben- 
jamin was occasionally allowed to wear a rosette upon 
his sleeve. All the summer and autumn days he 
worked, from his tenth to his seventeenth year, on a 
stony, wooded farm, and in the winter att^ded the 
country school, working in the morning and again at 
the end of the day, and studying his few books late 
into the night. 

In later days he used to thank Heaven, not only that 
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he was born on a farm, but that his early struggles had 
helped to form industrious habits. 

He says in his "Autobiography : " " I now see, as I did 
not when a boy, that country and farm life, however 
hard the work may be, are far more favorable than city- 
life to the normal and healthy developme'nt of one's 
intellectual, moral, and physical nature." He then saw 
that "abundance of work, even if it be pretty hard, is 
one of Heaven's laws." For a long time the opinion 
has been gaining ground that the Almighty was con- 
ferring a blessing, not a curse, on man when He said, 
" In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread." 

By the time Mr. Barrett had reached 'his seventeenth 
year, by using rainy days, nights, and extra moments 
found here and there, he had not only mastered the 
books taught in the school, but also geometry, survey- 
ing, and some other branches, and had many a time 
cried for books he was unable to get. During the sum- 
mer of 1826 he committed to memory the Latin gram- 
mar, and that winter he spent at " Lincoln Academy," 
— a school of some pretension in the county. Here he 
devoted his entire time to the study of Latin, his father 
bearing his expenses ($30 for the whole term). His 
father now also willingly consented to his entering 
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college on condition that he should bear his own 
expenses. True it was that three years of his son's life 
and service were yet due him on the farm before the 
boy should be of age, but the right to claim this he 
was willing to forego. 



II. 

College Days — The Long Preparation Begins. 

Mr. Barrett now spent another summer on the farm, 
and the following winter taught his first school. In 
the summer of 1828 he again passed four months in 
Lincoln Academy, and that fall entered Bowdoin Col- 
lege, at Brunswick, Maine. 

This old, richly-endowed school not only stood as 
high as any in the country at that time (holding its 
place fairly well at this day with the great colleges of 
New England), but it was also fortunate in having then 
as one of its faculty the poet Longfellow. At no other 
period in its history had its graduates more cause for 
pride in the title and standing of their Alma Mater. 

The winters of the four years passed at Bowdoin 
Mr. Barrett spent in teaching and providing the 
necessary means for defraying his college and other 
expenses, — $200 a year being the extent of his 
outlay. In those days living was cheaper in New 
England than at this time, and his economy was 
strict, indeed. He had no vulgar nor expensive habits 
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to provide for. Graduating as one of the six students 
having the highest standing, he had what was to him 
at that time the great honor of being chosen a member 
of the most important college society in the country. 
Better than this, however, he at once received the ap- 
pointment of principal of the " Young Ladies' High 
School" at Eastport, Maine, at a salary of $700 a year, 
— no mean salary at that time. This appointment, he 
was also gratified to know, was through the recom- 
mendation of Professor Longfellow. 

In Bowdoin College there was no very direct religious 
training nor influence, but such as there was, was not 
especially helpful to one who had lived in the broad, 
free atmosphere of the Dresden farm. The unknown, 
or apparently unknown, God of the Maine woods was 
better than the tri-personal Deity set up among the* 
religious students at Bowdoin. The one was to be 
found out, known, and loved ; the other was a mystery 
to be feared. But Bowdoin was preparing the scholar 
and writer. It remained for the Divinity School at 
Cambridge to lay the foundation for the preacher and 
theologian. 

Up to the time of taking charge of the school at 
Eastport, Mr. Barrett had made preparations for the 
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study of the legal profession. He now began to enter- 
tain doubts on this point, and these were much strength- 
ened by his religious surroundings and his strong 
desire to be useful. 

In the fall of 1832 he began his work of teaching 
young women at Eastport, and he remained there until 
the summer of 1834. At the outset this work seemed 
to be a very diflBcult undertaking. His former experi- 
ences furnished him no means of judging as to the task 
now before him. To govern these Eastport girls by his 
tongue or will or in any way of his own devising he 
found to be impossible, and was soon forced to tell them 
this. They had not been slow in discovering his fail- 
ure, and while they knew the remedy, were willing to 
aggravate the case yet further. Apparently the young 
Bowdoinite had found more than his match. It was 
an inglorious dilemma. What should be done ? With- 
out government there could be no progress, no proper 
school. And this he was obliged to make known to 
them after a few hopeless weeks of trial. Had it been 
a school of boys the question might have been settled 
speedily in another way. A few applications of the 
rod might have decided the physical superiority of the 
master and secured the government necessary. 
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As it was, Dominie Barrett appealed to the unruly 
girls and suggested to them that they govern them- 
selves ; and accordingly a republican system of govern- 
ment was set up, and each pupil became a self-consti- 
tuted factor, executing the laws as applicable to herself. 
The mild sway at Bowdoin was modified and extended 
at Eastport, and though the master found he could not 
be a king, yet he lost nothing, and the girls learned 
self-control. 

Although Mr. Barrett did not find his wife among 
these Eastport young women, yet the time was very 
delightfully and profitably passed, and here he finally 
concluded that the law did not need him, and that the 
dark religion of the times seemed to present the real 
field for his exertions. He read the writings of Mr. 
Channing, and believed that in the general way directed 
by him splendid work could be done. Unitarianism 
was not strong and needed additional props. 

At Bowdoin he had not been " converted," but Uni- 
tarianism then required no " change of heart," no piety. 
Experimental religion was unknown and little cared 
for by Unitarians. Mr. Barrett saw that the Bible 
seemed to teach the theory of a tri-personal God, and 
the Unitarians, seeing the same thing, rejected the ap- 
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parent teaching of the Book on this subject, and much 
of the Book itself, and set up an altar to the unknown 
God whose sign had long ago been reared on Mars 
Hill. From the teachings of Bowdoin, and from the 
High School at Eastport, after special study and prepa- 
ration from Unitarian writers, Mr. Barrett entered the 
Divinity School at Cambridge. 



III. 

Cambridge Divinity School, 

Convinced that the ministry needed him, or that in 
the church was to be found the true field of usefulness, 
and at this time believing that Unitarianism was sound 
in the leading points, in the fall of 1834 Mr. Barrett 
entered the Cambridge Divinity School. 

After three years of hard work in theological dark- 
ness, but amidst agreeable and really beneficial sur- 
roundings, he graduated. The degree of Master of 
Arts from Bowdoin furnished a passport to the scholar, 
but a degree from Cambridge left the real work in form- 
ing the Doctor of Divinity to be done. About all he 
had learned thus far was that the uni-personalism and 
unsatisfactory negations of Cambridge seemed to be 
preferable to the tri-personal or tri-theistic teachings of 
Andover. 

On the tenth day of July, 1838, Mr. Barrett gradu- 
ated. The main theme of his thesis was moral force in 
the hands of the Christian minister. And, strangely 
enough, perhaps, his model was the Saviour, and the 
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doctrine is put forth that " The truth as it is in Jesus is 
the only true life of the world." But moral means 
constituted the great instrument in the hands of the 
minister. This was really the force back of all the 
teaching at Cambridge, and moral force was the great 
instrument employed by the Saviour. To his fellows 
Mr. Barrett said in this thesis: "You shall see and 
know that moral means are in truth the mighty power 
of God." 

But let us now see from his own language what he 
had learned at Cambridge, and how strangely unfit 
the man was to set out as an expounder of Scripture 
and a religious guide to others. In his " Autobiography " 
he says : — 

" I learned nothing at the Cambridge Divinity School 
respecting the distinction between the natural and the 
spiritual man, the natural and the spiritual world, the 
natural and the spiritual sense of the Sacred Scriptures, 
the regenerate and the unregenerate state of man, or 
when and how we pass from the latter to the former of 
these states. Regeneration was a term seldom heard at 
that time from a Unitarian pulpit or lecture-room, and 
nothing was ever said about 'the new birth,' — the birth 
of the soul into a higher life, — or when and in what 
way the soul is opened to the reception of the Christ- 
life, which is the truly human life. I did not there 
learn that a truly religious life is at all different from 
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a merely moral life, and I do not think that the 
denomination generally recognized any diflference 
between morality and religion. To the best of my 
knowledge no such distinction was recognized or taught 
in Cambridge. A certain kind or degree of inspira- 
tion was claimed for the Bible, but precisely what it 
was, or wherein it differed from that of any uninspired 
or merely human composition, I am unable now to 
state, nor, indeed, did I ever know. The recorded 
miracles of Christ were accepted as historical facts, but 
none of their deep, heavenly meaning was unfolded to 
the students, nothing of their divine significance 
taught, — nothing beyond their evidencing the divine 
authority and mission of the miracle-worker. I 
believed, as did the Unitarians generally, in the 
immortality of the soul and a consequent future life, — 
in heaven for the good, and in hell for the wicked. I 
also believed in a general way (or thought I did) in a 
spiritual world, and this also was held and taught at 
Cambridge; but where that world is and how it is 
related to the world in which we are now living, what 
are its laws (if it has any) and how administered, what 
is the essential nature of heaven and of hell, and in 
what form the immortal soul will be when it leaves the 
mortal body, — upon these and all related questions 
touching the great Hereafter my ignorance was at that 
time on a par with, but no greater than, that of the 
learned and estimable professors of the Cambridge and 
all other divinity schools in our land." 

What, indeed, had been gained in these three years? 
Was it gain to be taught that He, in whom dwells the 
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fulness of the Godhead, was merely a perfect man ? 
But this was positive knowledge, and he was authorized 
to teach it as confidently as if he had received his 
commission in a different tone from the Council of 
Nice itself. 

In his glowing and beautiful oration to his fellows 
Mr. Barrett exhibited the great field of morals as the 
proper ground for the work of the Unitarian preacher. 
But the Doctor of Divinity was without his calling. 
There was really no system. There was no philosophy 
of religion and life. 

There was not only the rejection of the only God, the 
Word made Flesh, the Beginning and the Ending, but 
there was the consequent confusion, darkness, and un- 
certainty upon other points as well. Even Morals, the 
great sheet-anchor of the Cambridge Divinity School, 
was without definite boundaries. Yet in a certain large 
sense Cambridge was of great worth to Mr. Barrett. 
Quoting again from his "Autobiography," we find him 
saying : — 

" I have never regretted the time nor money spent in 
the Cambridge Divinity School. The three years I 
passed there were among the pleasantest of my life, and 
no less profitable than pleasant. They were years of 
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earnest thought and study upon the highest and most 
momentous themes, — years of honest seeking and pa- 
tient waiting, — years of mental struggle, calm inquiry, 
and inward spiritual growth. The course of study pur- 
sued there was well calculated to promote growth. The 
professors were broad-minded,cultured,liberal,and truly 
noble men, as free from everything like bigotry or sec- 
tarianism as any men I ever knew. The students were 
not required on entering the school to subscribe to any 
creed, although the theology taught there was con- 
fessedly that known as Unitarian. But the religious be- 
liefs or disbeliefs of a candidate for admission were not 
inquired into. Orthodox and heterodox, Calvinist and 
Unitarian, Christian and Jew, — all were freely admitted, 
and upon equal terms. They were invited to come there 
to study theology, not simply to confirm opinions inher- 
ited, or in which they had been previously educated. 
The professors themselves had settled convictions which 
they were always free to state, but there was never the 
appearance of any disposition to fasten their convictions 
upon the students in a dogmatic or authoritative way. 
We were encouraged to examine every subject freely, 
fearlessly, honestly, and as thoroughly as we could, 
availing ourselves of all accessible means of informa- 
tion, and then form our own conclusions. This natu- 
rally resulted in considerable diversity of opinion on 
theological and religious questions among the students." 
..." Our professor in dogmatic theology, after frankly 
giving us his own opinion on whatever happened to be 
the subject of inquiry, was in the habit of referring the 
class to such works as had been written on the subject 
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by men commonly considered the most learned, thought- 
ful, and devout, no matter to what denomination they 
belonged, and we were oftener referred to orthodox than 
to Unitarian authorities, probably because the able and 
scholarly works of the former were more numerous. 
And for this broad and genuine catholicity taught and 
so well exemplified at the Cambridge Divinity School, 
I shall never cease to be unfeignedly thankful. It not 
only left each student free to think for himself, to 
search diligently for the truth as for hidden treasure, 
to examine subjects thoroughly and conscientiously, 
but it imposed this as a religious duty. It tended to 
unsettle the foundations of some traditional notions, to 
broaden our mental visions, to check the growth of the 
denominational oi* sect spirit, to increase our respect for 
the rights of the individual conscience, to encourage 
the growth of freedom, independence, and intellectual 
honesty, and to imbue us with a larger toleration and 
a kindlier spirit toward all theological opponents, as 
well as toward skeptics, agnostics, Jews, and infidels. 
The effect upon myself of that broad, free, independent, 
and honest Cambridge training was, as I now view it, 
altogether good and wholesome." 

Yet Mr. Barrett is compelled further on to say : — 

" I entered the school an honest and devout Unita- 
rian, bent on helping forward what I believed to be a 
great and much-needed reform in Christian theology. 
But before my course was two-thirds finished, I had 
become less satisfied with Unitarianism than I was at 
the time of my entrance. I felt a growing want which 
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that school of theology did not adequately meet. Nor 
was I any better, or even as well, satisfied with any of 
the other and more popular schools then existing. 
There was so much in the doctrinal systems of all the 
prevailing religious sects which seemed to me unrea- 
sonable and like mere worthless rubbish, and yet the 
acceptance of which was insisted on by many as abso- 
lutely essential to a man's salvation, as well as to Chris- 
tian fellowship, that doubts about all the religions and 
churches of the day began to crowd upon me in rather 
a discouraging way." ..." But now these questions 
arose and began to press for an answer : Is the Bible 
really the Word of God ? If so, in what does its divin- 
ity consist? What especially distinguishes it as a 
divine work ? Wherein does it differ from other good 
books which contain many wholesome moral precepts, 
but which lay no claim to a special divine inspiration ? " 

Yes, that was it. The great struggle, after all, was as 
to the real character and origin of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. If the old Book fell, the church would be with- 
out foundation, and all preaching would become fool- 
ishness. The strange, but all-important, question with 
Mr. Barrett was: " What, then, should I do with the 
Book when I entered upon my approaching ministerial 
duties?" Indeed, what could be of- greater moment? 
Was the preacher not to have a Bible ? To cast it aside 
and treat it as he would Milton or Burns would be 
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equivalent to abandoning the profession for which he 
had labored for years. Apparently, Cambridge had 
landed this one of its graduates in the mire of doubt 
and confusion. Yet the case was not so desperate as it 
seemed to be. After the apparently hopeless struggle 
of the night would come the morning. A foundation 
had been laid on the Dresden farm, and Cambridge 
had built on this foundation. It had taught him to look 
well through the prevailing theories and " isms " of the 
day, and to profit by his ability to do so. 

It was taught in the Divinity School that the Saviour 
was a perfect man. If He was this perfect man, then 
honesty and truth must be His leading traits. How, then, 
could such an assertion as this come from the lips of a 
perfect man : " This is the bread that cometh down from 
Heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not die. I am 
that bread of life. He that eateth me, even he shall live 
by me" ? Could a mere man say honestly that he was " the 
living bread that came down from Heaven"? These 
and other similar passages of the Bible, read and studied 
by Mr. Barrett with his broad and enlightened views, in- 
fluenced his whole future career. After a time light broke 
on the path of the young Unitarian preacher entering 
upon a calling in which his Alma Mater had given him 
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only the training for honest and independent thought; 
but this finally enabled him to grasp a new and inde- 
pendent system of theology, and to become one of its 
leading exponents. 



IV. 

The Unitarian Preacher — First ExperienceB — Finding a 

New Way, 

Even before his graduation Mr. Barrett had been 
invited to preach for a few Sundays to the " Unitarian 
Society " at East Bridgewater, Mass.^ and here, on the 
15th of July, 1838, he preached two sermons which, 
notwithstanding his growing skepticism, pleased the 
society so well that he would have been invited to 
remain in this place had he not made other engage- 
ments. It was here, however, that some of his friends 
first talked to him of Swedenborg, whose name he had 
only heard casually mentioned at Cambridge. In the 
family in which he boarded at East Bridgewater were 
two " New Churchmen,'* as the Swedenborgians called 
themselves. For the first time Mr. Barrett began to 
inquire into the New Christianity. At the suggestion 
of Ralph Waldo Emerson, he had read a few pages of 
Swedenborg's " Apocalypse Revealed " while he was at 
the Divinity School, but he had thrown it aside, won- 
dering how Emerson could have asked him to read 
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such a book. With all his craving for knowledge he 
seemed unable to grasp the views of Swedenborg, but 
he now set his mind to becoming acquainted with the 
teachings of the New Church, and before finishing his 
short engagement at East Bridgewater he began to feel 
strong doubts as to his position among Unitarians. 
After all his earnest efforts he began to feel that he was 
in a wrong place. 

The Unitarians had engaged to start a church in 
Syracuse, N. Y., and Mr. Barrett had been appointed to 
fill the pastorate before he left Cambridge. In the fall 
of 1838 he set out for his new mission, and among his 
books he carried with him a dozen or more of the works 
of Swedenborg, determined to investigate the new doc- 
trines. Old beliefs were crumbling away, but the last 
three years were not lost, for they had taught him to 
examine all systems of theology with an unbiased mind. 
The knowledge and training thus gained was essential 
to the real Doctor of Divinity and the expounder of a 
new religion. For this work there was no place in all 
the land better than the Cambridge Divinity School. 

Was this young Unitarian preacher, full of doubts, 
or this earnest student of a new philosophy, a new 
theology, a new Christian dispensation, going to Syra- 
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cuse to do the first work in building up a new Uni- 
tarian society without qualms of conscience or with no 
kind of remonstrance ? No ! He had laid the whole 
case before a loved and respected friend, and was urged 
by him to take up the work assigned, and if his investi- 
gation of the writings of the mad Swede should separate 
him from the Unitarian Church, then would be the 
time to announce his change of views ; and this advice 
he followed. 

While the preacher and his preaching were entirely 
acceptable to the Syracuse Unitarians, Mr. Barrett soon 
began to see, as he then thought, that he could not go 
on in this dubious way. He accordingly requested to be 
released from his obligations to the " American Unitar- 
ian Association," and this release was finally granted. 
In the fall of 1839, at East Bridgewater, he preached 
his last sermon as a Unitarian. Soon afterward he 
formally withdrew from this connection and was ad- 
mitted into the Boston Society of the New Church. 

There had been some singularly agreeable temp- 
tations put in Mr. Barrett's way favoring his remain- 
ing with the Unitarians. At Lockport they had offered 
to build a new church if he would return and preach 
to them. At Northampton they had told him that his 
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interest in the writings of Swedenborg would be no ob- 
jection to his preaching for them ; and at East Bridge- 
water the generous Unitarians said to him: "The 
society is prepared to extend an invitation to Mr. Bar- 
rett to become its pastor, and allow him to preach as 
much Swedenborgianism as he pleases or might deem 
useful, and call it Unitarianism." 

In after years, when he had learned the history of 
the Rev. John Clowes and others who had held their 
places as pastors of old churches, some of them for a 
whole life-time, while they were teaching the doctrines 
of the New Church, Mr. Barrett would, without doubt, 
have taken a different view of the case. Yet he could 
have had no regrets on this point when looking back 
from the end of his life. 

His home training at the Dresden farm, his life at 
Bowdoin and at Cambridge, had fitted him, eminently, 
for bringing the New Jerusalem, in its widest and best 
sense, down into the hearts and lives of men every- 
where. It became a leading theme in his preaching 
and writing, as may be plainly seen in the progress of 
this Study, that Christ is not now coming in the clouds 
of the letter to an organized few, but to all who are 
able to receive Him, wherever they may be found. 



V. 

In the Right Place at Last — The Preacher, 

The winter of 1839 Mr. Barrett spent in Boston, 
studying the writings of Swedenborg, and in associa- 
tion with what was then the somewhat narrow and 
bigoted Society of the New Church. In the following 
spring he began his work as pastor of the New York 
Society of the New Church, and in that city, Cincin- 
nati, and Philadelphia he mainly passed that portion 
of his long and busy life which was devoted to the 
ministry of the New Christianity. 

In Mr. Barrett^s work, " Swedenborg and Channing," 
there is this dedication : — 

" To the Unitarian Denomination in America : a religious body 
with which the author once had the happiness to be connected, and 
to which he gratefully acknowledges a large indebtedness ; which 
early taught him the proper function of reason in religion, the 
meaning and value of religious liberty, and the importance of rev- 
erently heeding the whispers of the Spirit ; and whose inculcations 
through pulpit and press, and at its excellent Divinity School, 
encouraged, a free and earnest search after truth, and gave new em- 
phasis to the Apostolic injunction, * Prove all things ; hold fast that 
which is good,' this volume is affectionately inscribed.'' 

This dedication shows clearly his feelings toward 
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the Unitarians. They had done their part in aiding 
him to become an apostle of the new faith, the faith- 
ful expounder of a clear, comprehensive, unsectarian, 
rational, and satisfactory system of theology. Even 
when he was preparing his way to leave them, they re- 
mained his.friends, listened to his sermons, and assured 
him of their willingness to keep him in their society. 
During Mr. Barrett's short stay with the Unitarians 
he had preached pretty constantly ; when he went to 
Eastport as a teacher he went with an address in his 
pocket, and from that time to the end of his active 
career he was always ready with a lecture or sermon. 
The habits of industry acquired in the Maine woods 
were always with him, and to the end of his natural life 
he was one of the busiest and most industrious of men. 
The main theme of his discourses, while in the Unita- 
rian fold, was morals. On this subject he could have 
no doubts. In his last address at Eastport in 1834, 
to the associated Sabbath- schools, Mr. Barrett said, 
" There is no real worth but moral worth ; " and, of 
course, the Sabbath-school was one of the great instru- 
ments for the development of this world-purifying force. 
His lectures and addresses even before leaving the Di- 
vinity School began, however, to demand another kind 
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of culture, in a certain degree distinct from moral cul- 
ture. It was religious education, and rapidly the great 
work widened before him as the clouds cleared from 
his own sky. At East Bridgewater, where he appeared 
first as a preacher, one of his sermons was based on the 
dastardly conduct of the disciples in forsaking the Mas- 
ter. Here, now, he could say : " Brethren, we are in a 
certain sense the pledged friends and followers of Jesus 
Christ — pledged to Him by the very constitution and 
endowments of our nature. We cannot divorce our- 
selves from obligations of allegiance to Him if we 
would. We cannot strengthen our obligations by join- 
ing a church, nor in any measure impair them by 
standing without its pale." 

At Lockport, not a year from this time, he was 
preaching from the words, " Can ye not discern the 
signs of the times ? " Old things were fast passing 
away and all things were becoming new. The Messiah 
had been found, and the Bible had become the Divine 
Word. The old Book now stood far above the creeds of 
men, and the Son of Man was appearing in His " second 
coming, in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory." 

Mr. Barrett had not yet reached his prime of life. 
3 
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But now, with the vast, exhaustless fields of philosophy 
and religion, bearing the stamp and impress of Heaven, 
opening before him, did his voice and spirit rise with the 
fire and vigor of a strong, aspiring manhood. The last 
sermons that Mr. Barrett preached to the Unitarians were 
New Church sermons, and his eloquence and earnestness 
show that there was a great difference between putting 
these new things before those strange to them and ready 
to view them as wonderful, and putting them before 
those who were their friends, and to whom they were 
ifeither new nor wonderful. The thought did, no doubt, 
occur to him in after times that it might have been well 
for him to have remained among the Unitarians, where 
he would have found eager listeners, and the benefit 
would have been great to all concerned. But Mr. Bar- 
rett had another work to do, far more beneficial and 
important than preaching, and this he could not do 
among his old friends. All the steps he had taken, 
however, were leading him to this new field of labor. 



VI. 

The Preacher. — (Continued,) 

Mr. Barrett entered upon his oflBce as a minister of 
the New Church as most others had done, by quitting 
the pulpit of the old. But his preparation had been 
vastly superior to that of most others. At Bowdoin 
College he had bec5ome a finished scholar, and at Cam- 
bridge he had spent years in studying the religious 
history of the world and the manners of the pulpit, 
and the outcome showed that the time had not been 
lost. From one small sect he went into the small body 
called the New Church, which he always held not to be 
a sect. But it was not in his nature to be idle or to be 
satisfied with the daily care of the small Society in New 
York, and he had barely become accustomed to his 
new work before he began to reach out for a wider field 
of usefulness. Accordingly, in the winter of 1840 he 
delivered twelve lectures designed for the general 
public on the doctrines of the all-comprehensive New 
Theology. These were the first lectures of the kind 
ever delivered in this country. They were well received 
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and subsequently published under the title of " Lectures 
on the New Dispensation." This book went through 
several editions and is still acknowledged to be one of 
the best means of introducing the New Christianity. 

In one of his last discourses to his Unitarian friends 
at Lockport, in April, 1839, Mr. Barrett said : — 

" It has also been remarked before, and partly con- 
firmed by the Divine Record, that all words in the Scrip- 
tures which in their literal or lowest sense refer to time 
and space, in their spiritual and highest sense refer to 
states of mind or quality of the church. Thus, heaven 
and hell, high and low, distant and near, coming and 
departing, etc., in their literal sense refer to space with- 
out us ; but in their higher or spiritual sense they refer 
to what is within, that is, to the quality or condition of 
the mind. They signify a heavenly or infernal state of 
the soul, its height or degradation in respect to 
spiritual things, its distance from or nearness to the 
divine truth, or the divine order of its creation, its 
progress in regeneration, or departure from the divine 
laws, thus coming to or departing from Christ. 

" The same may be said of all words in the Sacred 
Writings which in their lowest sense refer to time, as 
days, weeks, months, years, etc. Thus, the angel in the 
Apocalyptic vision is heard to declare that 'there 
should be time no longer,' and many, understanding 
this in its literal sense, really believe that time shall 
cease. But the chapter in which this text occurs treats 
of the reformed churches in Christendom previous to 
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the second coming of our Lord." ..." And when 
it is said that ' there should be time no longer/ it is sig- 
nified that there will not be any state of the church ; 
that is, by falsifying and adulterating God's Word, 
truth and love, which constitute the life of the church, 
will be lost, and so the church perish — become spirit- 
ually dead. 

" It is the alternations of day and night, morning 
and evening, summer and winter, which make time in 
the natural sense of the word. So it is the alternations 
or changes of state with respect to truth and goodness 
in the church which constitute the spiritual meaning 
of time. When divine truth is received in its sim- 
plicity and clearness, then is it morning or day-time 
with the church. When that truth is falsified, then 
has the church come to its evening or night. When 
the divine warmth of love is shed abroad in men's 
hearts, then is the church in its summer. When love 
fails, then comes its winter. Thus, in respect to any 
church, when truth and love are withdrawn, or when 
the light of divine truth is turned into the darkness of 
error, and the warmth of love into the chills of hatred, 
then there are spiritual night, winter, darkness, and 
death." 

All this must have sounded strange, indeed, to these 
good people, to whom the idea of a spiritual sense in 
the Scriptures was new and startling. But it also shows 
that he had early discovered that the main business of 
the New Church minister lay in the endless work of 



38 THE PBEACHEB. 

showing clearly the internal or spiritual sense of the 
Sacred Scriptures, and not in merely teaching morals. 
This became the great work of his life, for which he was 
fitted beyond most other men. But the true minister 
had other things to do. His own views as to what the 
minister should be and do Mr. Barrett gave to his 
friends in Cincinnati in taking charge of the Society 
there in 1848. He then said : — 

" Fortunately, this subject, viz., the relative duties 
of pastor and people, is one about which there need 
not be much disagreement. It is much easier for any 
one of you, as you all well know, to tell another what 
a true Christian should be, than it is to be that Chris- 
tian. So it is much easier for me to tell you what a true 
minister of Christ should be than it is to be that minis- 
ter." ..." Yet I may speak of some things which 
I think should especially characterize a minister of the 
New Church ; and though I may, in the course of my 
minstrations, fail to exhibit them as I could wish, vet 
the mention of them will show you, at least, what my 
aims and intentions are. 

" I conceive that the Christian minister ought of all 
men to be free and independent. I do not mean by 
independence that he should be regardless of the coun- 
sels and wishes of his brethren, but that he should be 
independent in his inquiries and investigations — free 
from the trammels of fear and of prejudice, and from 
those external, worldly, and personal considerations 
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whose tendency is to pollute the sacred desk by intro- 
ducing there a cold, calculating, time-serving spirit." 
. . . " But while the Christian minister should be 
perfectly independent in his researches — while he 
should allow himself the utmost liberty in investigating 
truth relating to all spheres of thought and all degrees 
of human life — while he should think, speak, and act 
as becomes a free man, acknowledging no master but 
the Lord, and feeling himself responsible to Him alone, 
he should not forget his high and peculiar sphere of use 
and the investigations appropriate to that sphere. He 
will remember that it is his peculiar province to minis- 
ter to the spiritual wants of his people — to break unto 
them the bread of spiritual life — to unfold the Sacred 
Scriptures and thus to teach them truth from the Word, 
and lead them to live according to it. He will never 
for a moment lose sight of the great end of his calling, 
which is to free men's souls from the thraldom of evil 
lives and false persuasions, and lead them onward and 
upward to the Lord." ..." The New Church minis- 
ter must preach the New Dispensation of Christianity. 
He should preach the doctrines of heaven as they have 
been revealed through the Lord's own chosen instru- 
ment — teach them distinctly and systematically, with- 
out fear and without compromise. But while he will 
feel it his duty to do this, he will not, if he has rightly 
apprehended the spirit of these doctrines, proclaim 
them in strife or collision but in quietness and 
peace. He will not teach them dogmatically, for 
dogmatism, or anything like it, belongs not to the 
New Church. He will not teach them in a war- 
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ring or antagonistic spirit, for the spirit of the New 
Church is loving and peaceable. Especially will 
he guard against preaching them in such a man- 
ner as is calculated to make his hearers bigots or 
sectarians, or to impress them with the idea that out of 
the narrow circle of professed New Churchmen no 
good is anywhere to be found. Bigotry is at all times 
and everywhere hateful, but in the New Church it is 
doubly mean and contemptible. For we are taught 
in the doctrines of this church that charity is the es- 
sential element of heavenly life, the essential thing of 
the church on earth. And true charity is expansive, 
like the air we breathe, and liberal as the light of the 
sun. It would have us forget all names and sects and 
parties, it would have us rise above all mean and 
narrow prejudices, all denominational distinctions, all 
mere forms of faith, and extend our sympathy, our love, 
our fellowship, to men of every name according to the 
kind and degree of good we discover in them." 

There could be no doubt about the views of this new 
preacher. The Lord's New Church is never at war with 
the sects, the creeds, or the world, any more than the 
germ of wheat is at war with the husk. With its key 
to the Bible all contradictions, inconsistencies, and 
obscurities disappear; the old Book, in its genuine 
parts, riding as safely above all cavil and strife as the 
earth in its path around the sun. So, amidst all the 
theologic strife of the times, and the assaults on Chris- 
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tiaiiity and its Book, this New Church, everywhere 
developing, stands undisturbed and unassailable, be- 
lieving that now, in days of tribulation, are old things 
passing away and all things becoming new. 

In Mr. Barrett's introductory address at Cincinnati 
he says that one item of his duty would be to " impart 
such instruction as I may freely receive from on high," 
thus restating the old, old faith of the "calling to the 
ministry." This claim has been universal in the old 
church, and the apparently coarse and unspiritual- 
minded condition of the preacher, or the doubtful char- 
acter of the preaching, has never in the least modified 
his views of himself as a divinely chosen instrument. 
This doctrine or belief in the " calling of the ministry " 
has met with much unfavorable comment and ridicule. 
In the New Church, where Providence is held to be 
special and general, in and over all things, the minister 
has strong ground for attachment to his calling, and 
Mr. Barrett had been prepared, as it were, in a peculiar 
way for his vocation. 

At Cincinnati the new minister found two factions, 
two Societies, and his first act was in requiring these 
to throw aside their small differences and become one 
on condition of his assuming the pastorate. This step 
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well portrayed the character of the man and was con- 
stantly carried out in his after-life. The mode of gov- 
ernment and orders in the ministry had even then 
given no little trouble in the slowly-forming New 
Church organization. 

With child-like simplicity Mr. Barrett at first accepted 
the form of government adopted by the New Church, 
but his heart and his natural, independent mode of 
thought soon convinced him that many matters made 
of much moment in this small body of men were of 
little importance. He was young at this time, but full 
of energy and hope, and his fine face showed more than 
at any other time, perhaps, the vigor and force of his 
mind. 

In Portland, Maine, in 1854, at a meeting of New 
Churchmen, most extraordinary grounds were 'taken in 
regard to friendly and brotherly union in life among 
all the followers of the Lord, without reference to creed 
or church. At this meeting Mr. Barrett, after quoting 
some passages from Swedenborg's writings, spoke with 
enthusiasm as follows : — 

" We have here an acknowledgment that there are 
' sincere followers of the Lord ' elsewhere than among 
those who acknowledge the doctrines that we receive, 
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or who profess themselves of the New Jerusalem. We 
have an acknowledgment that the Lord^s church on 
earth is not all concentrated in our own ranks, that 
there is some of it, at least, to be found outside of our 
organization; for, surely, the * sincere followers of the 
Lord ' must belong to His church, whatever name they 
may be known by or whatever communion they may 
have joined." . . . "And who are the sincere fol- 
lowers of the Lord ? They are all those who have 
faith in Him, who love and reverence His Word, and 
who shun as sins against Him whatever is contrary 
to the divine precepts. They are all who follow Him 
spiritually by walking in the way of His command- 
ments, seeking to have the spirit and temper of their 
minds conform to the requirements of His Word, seek- 
ing in all things to do His will." ..." They may 
not all understand the Scripture as we understand it. 
They may know nothing of the Science of Correspondence 
or the doctrine of discrete degrees or the spiritual 
world as disclosed in the writings of Swedenborg, but 
they may know, notwithstanding all that, from actual 
experience, what means the life of God in the soul of 
man." ..." They may know what it is to deny- self, 
to take up the cross and follow the Lord ; what it is to 
do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God." 
. . . " I say then, that the sincere followers of the 
Lord, some of whom are to be found among all exist- 
ing religious sects, separated though they are, appar- 
ently, externally, ecclesiastically, are internally together 
and are already spiritually united on the ground 
of genuine Christianity." 
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However wide and charitable Mr. Barrett w^as as to 
the life of Christians, yet he justly placed the highest 
possible value upon doctrines and beliefs with those 
who could understand them and in the right sense 
apply them. In his address to young men at Cincin- 
nati in 1852 he said : — 

" Religious belief, to be firm, must rest upon a solid 
foundation — upon the rocks of eternal truth. And the 
truth must be seen, understood, and felt by you in such 
a way that you may know it to be truth. Your religious 
belief will be weak and tottering just in the degree that 
the doctrines you believe or profess fail to approve 
themselves to your understandings and hearts, fail to 
meet the demands of your highest reason. You may 
believe as your fathers for many generations before you 
have believed, or as your minister or some other pious 
friend tells you to believe, or as your family connec- 
tions, or the respectable people of your neighborhood 
and acquaintance believe, but if your belief has nothing 
better, nothing more solid than this to rest upon, it is a 
merQ persuasion, and can never supply adequately the 
wants of your, souls. Yours is not a firm religious 
belief, and in your hours of darkest trial it cannot 
afford you that comfort or support w^hich it is in the 
power of such a belief to impart. Your religious belief, 
to be solid, enduring, and sustaining, must be the result 
of your own free and unfettered inquiry, and it must 
be a belief, too, in truth which your reason can accept 
and your heart can love." 



THE PBEACUEB. 45 

Later on, in a sermon on the importance and use of 
doctrine, he said : — 

" Some think it a matter of small consequence Vhat 
religious doctrines a person believes. Suppose one be- 
lieves wrong, or accepts a false doctrine for the true, 
what matters it, say they, provided he lives well ? Do 
a man's beliefs damn him or save him ? Cannot a per- 
son who accepts a false creed live a good life? If so, 
then, why should any one trouble himself about doc- 
trines ? Do we not find equally good people believing 
very different doctrines? Undoubtedly, you will find 
good people in all the various Christian sects, notwith- 
standing the many and great errors in their religious 
creeds. For they all accept the Bible as the Word of 
God in some sense ; and in the plain and simple pre- 
cepts of the Bible, which all can understand, there is a 
vast amount of saving truth. You will also find some 
good people among Jews, Mohammedans, and Pagans, 
in spite of all the errors in their creeds. For along 
with their errors, we must remember, there are mingled 
some grand yet simple and saving truths." .... 
" But these are the exceptions, not the rule. We do not 
deem good tools the less important or desirable because 
some skilful mechanics can do a very good job with in- 
ferior ones. Neither should we consider a good creed 
or true religious doctrines undesirable or unimportant 
because some gifted individuals, with a very imperfect 
and even erroneous one, have attained to great excel- 
lence of character. 

" As a general rule, the character of individuals and 
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of churches depends upon their beliefs and is formed 
by them. Indeed, I may say that this is universally 
true. No one's life is a whit better than his beliefs." 
. . . . " Beliefs, opinions, ideas, doctrines, when they 
have become convictions or have settled into heart be- 
liefs, these exert a tremendous influence. They shape 
the character of individuals, communities, states, and 
churches. They beautify or deform, they exalt or de- 
grade, they make or mar, they save or damn, according 
to the truth or falsehood there is in them." .... 
" Religious doctrines, then, I mean to say, are not to be 
viewed as matters of indifference or of small moment." 
.... "Another divinely authorized test of a belief, 
opinion, or doctrine is the obvious influence of the doc- 
trines upon life and character, or their inherent and 
manifest tendency. False doctrines, or those that come 
from hell, have no tendency to make men better, 
and true ones no tendency to make them worse. The 
fruits of every tree must be according to its own nature." 
. . . . " If the manifest tendency of any doctrines is 
to curb and repress the lower part of our nature, and 
to stimulate and expand the higher ; if they reveal a 
more exalted wisdom and loveliness in the Divine Be- 
ing and a more perfect order in the created universe 
than we had known before ; if they inspire us with a 
deeper love and profounder reverence for the Word 
and works of God ; if they give us a clearer insight 
into our own characters, and awaken a deeper desire 
while they show us the way to improve them ; if their 
tendency is to make us more humble and self-denying, 
more thoughtful of the good of others, and more eager 
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to promote it," .... "surely doctrines which 
have this tendency proclairn their own nature and 
origin." .... 

" And there is one other test of true doctrines which 
we should not forget to apply, and that is their consist- 
ency and reasonableness. Remember that God is a 
reasonable Being, the most reasonable in the universe. 
And He has endowed us with a rational faculty, that 
we, too, may be reasonable. We have no right to dis- 
card or trample on this precious gift, as we do when we 
accept doctrines which do violence to our highest 
reason. It is not God's will that we should do so. It 
is a sin and shame to do it. And it is certain that no 
doctrines requiring such a sacrifice for their acceptance 
can be from Heaven." 



VI r. 

The Preacher. — (Continued.) 

In one of his unpublished sermons on the relation 
between the family and the church Mr. Barrett says : — 

" The family, then, is a divine institution, and so, 
likewise, is the church. These two institutions, the 
most important and sacred on earth, are intimately re- 
lated and mutually dependent on each other. The 
business of the church is to assist in carrying forward 
to its completion the great soul-building or soul-renew- 
ing work which was begun (or should have been begun) 
in the family." 

In another of his unpublished sermons he says of 
the neighbor : — 

" There are various distinctions or grades in the re- 
lationship of neighbor. First, every human being, 
high or low, rich or poor, white or black, is our neigh- 
bor. This is the first or lowest grade in that relation- 
ship. And we love our neighbor as ourselves when we 
regard and shun, as a sin against God, all wrong and 
injustice toward any individual, however humble, when 
we desire and seek to promote the welfare of those around 
us not less than our own, when we feel their wrongs to be 
our wrongs." . . . . " The next higher grade in the 
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relationship of neighbor is a society or community. 
Such society or community is our neighbor more than an 
individual, because it consists of many. Therefore, it is 
more to be loved than an individual. Its interests are to be 
held paramount to the interests of any individual." . . . 
"A society or community, then, being more our neighbor 
than an individual, is to be loved more. Its welfare 
is always to be consulted in preference to the welfare 
of any individual member thereof." .... "And 
next in the ascending scale of this relationship stands 
our country. This is more a neighbor than a society 
or community — more than any city, town, county, 
state, or other fractional part of the country. Therefore, 
the laws of neighborly love require that we should love 
our country more than we love any fractional portion 
thereof; and should be more zealous for the honor and 
welfare of the whole than of any fractional part." 

The great bulk of this preacher's sermons concerned 
the Sacred Scriptures, and although these related 
mostly to what is known as the internal or spiritual 
senscy yet he never lost sight of the fact that the literal 
sense is of equal importance, not only containing the 
spiritual as a casket contains its jewels, but also sub- 
serving a grand and independent purpose. The literal 
sense was one of his earliest themes and one of his last. 
As early as 1842 an unpublished sermon contains these 

words : — 
4 
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" It has been mercifully provided by the Lord that 
those truths which it is most needful for all to know — 
those general and fundamental laws of life, whose ob- 
servance is. indispensable to the welfare of human 
society, as well as to the salvation of the souls of men, 
should appear, as it were, on the very surface of His 
Word, — should be revealed in the literal sense, — so 
plainly revealed, too, that the simplest mind need not 
err in regard to them." 

Again, he is found saying in the pulpit : — 

" The literal sense, then, of any portion of the Word 
is always the first thing to be ascertained. And we see 
from what has been said how important it is that this 
sense be correct. For since the literal is the foundation 
of the spiritual and corresponds to it, like body to soul, 
it is necessary to know the true literal import of any 
passage before we can arrive at its correct spiritual 
meaning." 

But notwithstanding the great stress he placed upon 
the letter of the Word, as upon the valuable and 
beautiful casket containing the sacred and wonderful 
jewels of the Word, Mr. Barrett's sermons and writings 
related mainly, as a matter of course, to the key for un- 
locking the casket, to the " Science of Correspondences," 
and to the spiritual sense mostly concealed in the letter. 
It was his peculiar talent and delight to be always en- 
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gaged, in displaying the jewels of the spirit without 
breaking the casket of the letter. 

In a man so equally balanced and standing out so 
well on all sides it is diflScult to find points for unfa- 
vorable criticism. Crotchets could not flourish in such 
soil. Yet his character was not built on the plan of 
the level plain. The undulations were sufficiently 
numerous. But what could well be said of the man 
and preacher may not apply to the writer and theo- 
logian. His writings are smooth-mown lawns, where, 
if the reader seldom has cause to be surprised, he will, 
at least, meet with few or no disappointments. 

At the age of forty Mr. Barrett showed, perhaps, his 
greatest personal attractiveness. He had a fine, sonor- 
ous voice, and his manner was easy and pleasing. In 
the pulpit he had perfect delivery and clearness of ex- 
pression, but no stage effect. While his rhetoric was 
neither florid nor ornate, he was always logical and 
distinct in his utterances. As a preacher he was good ; 
as a writer and theologian he was great. His charac- 
ter adapted him for success in any pursuit. He did 
not lean to one side. Whatever came against him he 
was erect. This was true of him both mentally and 
physically. Whatever he needed he could, if necessary, 
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do himself. What another man's hands could do his 
could do. His faculties were general, applying to little 
as well as to great things. He was always a whole 
man without the help of another. He had no habits 
which could be a disgrace to the man or the preacher, 
in the home or the pulpit. He used no poisons to in- 
spire or console him. Nothing vitiated the pure red 
blood, or made disgusting the breath of life in him. 
In his old age he needed no artificial and false props. 
His early good habits became stronger, and the same 
spirit which led him from the old to the new and gave 
him strength and zeal, faith and hope, love and energy 
in the earlier days remained with him to the end. 

He was an earnest man always, exhibiting his ear- 
nestness in his bearing as well as in his "speech. His 
vitality was immense, a fact apparent in the pulpit, in 
his work, and in his moments of play. If there was 
no uncertainty in his speech, there was none in his 
acts. What he did he did warmly. There was no 
half-way work in him. His positiveness and warmth 
in any cause made him somewhat dogmatic. But he 
hated dogmatism and was pleased to recognize the trait 
as, in some degree, peculiar to the " cloth." Much of 
this quality disappeared in his writings, some of which 
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were fine specimens of argument. His " Letters on 
the Divine Trinity," addressed to Henry Ward Beecher, 
are models of frank, clean-cut, strong, convincing, and 
persuasive reasoning. 

Out of the pulpit, on themes of the day, he displayed 
little of that flash and fire which would have developed 
the brilliant side of his character. If he ever appeared 
to forget the divine origin of all force and good in him, 
and assume the demeanor of a man big in his estimates 
of himself and in depreciation of others, it was all in 
appearance. True humility was one of his prominent 
traits, not the kind that cringes and fawns, but that 
which ascribes to the One great source, all of power 
and goodness. 



VIII. 

The Writer. 

In 1871 Mr. Barrett resigned his position as pastor 
of the Philadelphia Society of the New Church, and 
thus ended his regular work in the pulpit. Several 
things led to this turning-point in his active career, the 
main one of which was the view that had long im- 
pressed him, that the printing press, even more than the 
pulpit, was the great medium through which to spread 
the heavenly doctrines and give their benefits to the 
world. In this beltef he now determined to devote his 
entire time to writing, and to translating and publish- 
ing the writings of Swedenborg, a work for which he 
was peculiarly and admirably fitted, notwithstanding 
his general adaptability to different pursuits. But there 
were other things which concerned him deeply, and 
which had no little share in causing this turn in his 
life. In 1865 he proposed to the Philadelphia Society 
that they issue for general distribution a monthly 
tract. This proposition the Society approved of, and 
the result was the organization of " The American New 
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Church Tract and Publication Society," with Mr. Bar- 
rett as manager. During his connection with this 
society not only the writing of the tracts, but the finan- 
cial management was his work. 

In 1867 a little magazine, The New Church Monthly, 
was started, of which he was editor, but after three 
years it was discontinued. 

Several bequests had been made through Mr. Barrett 
to the " Tract and Publication Society," and its work 
was felt through the country. He, however, discovered 
a strong element in the management against him, 
which was likely to destroy his usefulness, so in 1871, 
soon after resigning his pastorate, he withdrew entirely 
from the society. This was a step of no little moment 
to him, and looked as if it was ending his hopes in the 
great field for which he was so well qualified. But 
here again it was only a matter of appearance, as the 
only reliable One in the universe was preparing better 
things for him. 

Some months of discouragement now followed in this 
busy man^s life. He had, however, been urged by 
friends to start an independent publication society. 
The opportunity was not long in presenting itself, when 
by the gift of a small sum of money from one interested 
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ill the cause "The Swedenborg Publishing Associa- 
tion" was incorporated, in March, 1873. Although the 
affairs of this new association were not fol- a time very 
prosperous, yet this change was the real beginning of 
Mr. Barrett's life as a writer and expounder of the great 
system of the New Christianity. It will be necessary to 
look backward a little, as his pen had not been idle in 
the past. 

In 1842 his "Lectures on the New Dispensation," 
delivered in New York, appeared in book form. This 
is one of his best works, and is twelve lectures on the 
doctrines of the New Church, the first being a brief 
and clear sketch of the life of Emanuel Swedenborg. 
Four lectures are devoted to the Sacred Scriptures, set- 
ting forth their character and unique structure, giving 
the key to the unalterable and fixed Science of Cor- 
respondences (the exhaustless store- house of all spiritual 
supplies for the New Age of the world) ; revealing the 
true philosophy of mind and matter, exhibiting the 
relation between the natural and the spiritual, reflect- 
ing and painting the infinite world of causes, and dis- 
persing the clouds of the literal sense of the Word by 
revealing the richness and glory of its internal or 
spiritual contents. These four lectures on this subject 
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present in themselves a clear but brief text-book on 
this new science and its application to Scripture in- 
terpretation. The opening of the internal sense of the 
Word by means of this science became the great theme 
of Mr. Barrett's life, on which he labored most, and 
in which he excelled his contemporaries. The re- 
maining chapters of the " Lectures " are : " The Con- 
summation of the Age ; or, the End of the World," 
" The Second Coming of the Lord," " The Trinity and 
True Object of Worship," '* The Glorification of the Son 
of Man, Including the Atonement and Regeneration," 
and the last lectures relate to Swedenborg's intercourse 
with the other world. 

" The Golden Reed," Mr. Barrett's next work, was 
mainly an attempt to correct the prevailing theory among 
New Churchmen at that time, that the Church signi- 
fied by the New Jerusalem was a very limited organ- 
ized body made up of only those who read and accepted 
the teachings of Swedenborg. This theory Mr. Barrett 
rejected as false, believing that the Lord's New Church 
is composed of those who love the Lord and keep His 
commandments, wherever or in whatever creed or faith 
they may be found, a belief then having few followers 
among New Churchmen, being too broad for the Chris- 
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tian world. Yet this little work was one of the earliest 
means leading to an acceptance of truer views among 
his own brethren at least. This, with the little book, 
" Beauty for Ashes," and the "Visible Church," were 
written during the years 1854 and 1855, while the au- 
thor was living in Brooklyn. 

In 1856 Mr. Barrett moved to Orange, N. J., and 
while there spent most of his time in writing books, 
pamphlets, and magazine articles, until he went to Phil- 
adelphia in 1864. 

While in Orange he wrote the "Letters to Henry 
Ward Beecher on the Divine Trinity," and for three 
years edited TJie SwedenborgiaUy a small monthly. Here, 
too, he wrote his " Catholicity of the New Church and 
the Uncatholicity of New Churchmen." 

From the time of his location in Orange to the last 
years of his life Mr. Barrett wrote a vast number of 
tracts, pamphlets, and sermons, besides his work in 
The Swedenborgian, The New Church Monthly^ and The 
New Christianity. Indeed, before his location in Brook- 
lyn he had written many tracts illustrative of various 
themes in the New Theology, and he was one of the 
first American writers to engage in this kind of work. 
As a tractarian, he was hardly excelled by any other 
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New Churchman. Some of his larger pamphlets and 
booklets were : " Binding and Loosing," " The Man and 
His Mission," " Ecclesiastical Polity," " The Holy Spirit," 
" Response to the New Church Messenger," " The New 
Church Signified by the New Jerusalem," "Brief Review 
of Succession in the Ministry," " Brief Statement of the 
Doctrines of the New Church," " The Anger of the 
Lord," "The Way to Heaven," "Love to the Lord," 
" Doctrine of the Grand Man," "The Bible or the 
Creed." 

The first number of the little magazine called The 
Swedenborgian was issued in January, 1858, while Mr. 
Barrett resided at Orange, the paper being designed as 
the organ of " The American New Church Association." 
This organization had for its great object the spread of 
the New Christianity through the press, and was in no 
way connected with the governmental aflfairs of the 
New Church. The first number of this little paper said 
on its title-page that it was " Devoted to the Advocacy 
of Spiritual Christianity and Religious Liberty," and 
in his advertisement the editor boldly said : — 

" We are decidedly opposed to the idea that the New 
Church is to be a single great ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion like the Church of Rome. We shall assert with- 
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out qualification the complete independence of indi- 
vidual congregations in the regulation of their own 
private aflfairs ; and, therefor^, shall strenuously resist 
every attempt to establish the subordination of such 
congregations, or their ministers, to the control of any 
extraneous human authority whatever. We believe in 
the cooperation and mutual assistance of such societies, 
but it must be free and voluntary, and no stigma or 
condemnation must be laid on those who, for reasons 
of their own, do not choose to engage in it." 



There were only four volumes of this little magazine. 
It was Mr. Barrett^s first experience in editing a paper, 
and although much of its teaching was very broad for 
many New Churchmen, whose vision was yet limited to 
a narrow field, it was edited with spirit and was filled 
with valuable material. 

The New Church Monthly, of which Mr. Barrett was 
editor, was a paper of somewhat more pretensions than 
The SwedenborgiaUy but it ran its race in three volumes, 
the first number appearing in Philadelphia in 1867. 
This little paper exhibited the mind of its editor on 
every page, and was very outspoken in its opposition to 
some assumptions and theories of the General Con- 
vention, the general business body of the New Church 
in America. This publication was decidedly contro- 
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versial in spirit, showing that a strong man, believing 
himself to be right, was ready for combat. 

The New Christianity appeared in January, 1888, and 
was established, in the interest of "The Swedenborg 
Publishing Association," the position of Mr. Barrett and 
his friends on some points of church government and 
the whereabouts of the New Church barring them from 
the use of the General Convention's organs. The New 
Christianity is yet continued, and although Mr. Barrett 
withdrew from the chief editorship at the end of three 
years, he furnished articles for its columns until the 
close of his life on earth. 

These were the monthly publications that employed 
his busy pen for many years, and, besides these, he con- 
tinued to publish his works with considerable rapidity. 

" The Bishop's Gun Reversed " was published in 
Philadelphia in 1871, " Letters to Beecher on the 
Future Life " appeared in 1872, " The Golden City " in 
1873, '^ The Swedenborg Library " was begun in 1875 
and ended in 1881, " The New Church, its Nature and 
Whereabout " in 1876, " Swedenborg and Channing " 
in 1878, "The Question, What are the Doctrines of 
the New Church ? Answered " in 1883. The Sweden- 
borg Publishing Association published in 1883 " The 
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Science of Correspondence Elucidated," a great part of 
which was prepared by Mr. Barrett. In 1884 appeared 
" The Footprints of the New Age;" " Heaven Revealed " 
in 1885 ; " The True Catholicism " and "-Ends and 
Uses " in 1886 ; his " Autobiography " was finished in 
1890; "A Cloud of Independent Witnesses to the 
Helpfulness of Swedenborg's Teachings " in 1891, and 
" Maximus Homo " in 1892. 

" Beauty for Ashes," one of his earliest works, a little 
book of a hundred pages, set forth the old Calvinistic 
view in contrast with the modern doctrine concerning 
the condition of infants in the other world ; the second 
part of this work gives a clear account of the New 
Church teaching on this subject, that all those, how- 
ever or wherever born, dying under the ripe and 
certain age of accountability, are sure of reaching 
heaven. 

" The Visible Church,'' another of his earlier works, 
first appeared as an article in The New Church Reposi- 
tory, and immediately afterward, in November, 1855, 
in the New Church Herald, Treating forcibly one of 
the most important questions, it was soon put in book 
form. It was then allowed to run out of print, but, re- 
vised and enlarged, was again put in type in 1883 
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under the title of " The Apocalyptic New Jerusalem." 
This ably written booklet should be of interest to all 
Christians, no less so to men of the so-called old church, 
than to nominal New Churchmen. 

Although Mr. Barrett entered the New Church with- 
out dissent as to the state of its government and with- 
out critical examination as to its whereabouts, one of 
his earliest discoveries was that the Apocalyptic New 
Jerusalem so fully described by Swedenborg, and called 
the " Lord^s New Church," on earth is really not a vis- 
ible church, and in the nature of things could not be 
so. The booklet just mentioned sets forth this matter 
as it was understood among New Churchmen in 1856, 
and at every point exhibits the sharp acumen of the 
deliberate controversialist, who, while knowing himself 
to be right, does not, however, neglect charity j another 
of this author's great themes. 

The task before him naturally divided itself into 
many heads: (1) Showing by a critical argument, 
based wholly on the New Testament and the statements 
of Swedenborg, that the Lord's New Church is an 
invisible body (His kingdom on earth) and not a 
church organization, or kindred organization, not even 
that composed of the societies called by that name; 
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(2),* that all of those, wherever they may be found in 
the Christian world, who in their hearts acknowledge 
the Lord and sincerely keep His commandments consti- 
tute His Church ; (3), that this New Church has been 
forming for the last hundred years ; (4), that the Lord, 
and He alone, who sees the heart as it really is, can 
know who are of this Church ; (5), that the Lord's 
Church can never, therefore, be exactly bounded on this 
earth, except by Him, while the external organizations, 
however variable in doctrines, are necessary and use- 
ful ; (6), that no number (great or small) of men call- 
ing themselves New Churchmen, even if they are able 
to meet all the requisites of the divine standard, can 
constitute the Lord's New Church on earth, when it 
must, of necessity, consist of all Christians, wherever 
found, who fill the simplest requirements, and these 
mainly as to life and not faith. 

Although a change has come over New Churchmen 
on this subject since that day, there are yet many who 
hold firmly to the views combated by Mr. Barrett. It 
is true, however, that the brightest and best of the New 
Church ministers have very broad views on this sub- 
ject, while they adhere to the General Convention as 
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the necessary instrument for binding the Societies in 
the common brotherhood of faith and use. 

Most of these men hold that while it may be impos- 
sible to locate the members of the Lord's New Church, 
it is wise and right to maintain the external organiza- 
tion called by that name, counting those nearest the 
true Church who believe the doctrines that show forth 
best in character and life, and leaving the outcome to 
the Lord, as to His external or internal, visible or in- 
visible, kingdom. 



IX. 

The Writer. — (Continued!) 

" Letters on the Divine Trinity," addressed to Henry 
Ward Beecher, were first printed in The Swedenbor- 
gian, but later were issued in book form. There is no 
evidence that Mr. Beecher ever made any reply to 
these or the other series, " On the Future Life ;" indeed, 
it was not expected that he would do so. 

There are seven letters to Mr. Beecher on the Trinity. 
They begin by reviewing the commonly accepted tri- 
personal doctrine and its consequences ; then set forth 
the new view, closing with the Scripture proofs and an 
explanation of the true and reasonable meaning of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as conditions or mani- 
festations of the one God. Mr. Beecher had said in 
one of his sermons : — 

" That man's own being is given to him as the de- 
termining element by which he is to understand all 
things outside of himself." ..." The moment you 
undertake to understand anything predicated of the 
Divine Being, of which there is not some germ, some 
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seed-form in yourself, to stand as an analogue, that 
very moment you fall into confusion." 

This hint Mr. Barrett took up, and on it constructed 
his argument on the oneness of God and a trinity of 
qualities in one person. No simpler, clearer, or more 
convincing and powerful presentation of this great sub- 
ject of the nature of God and the centering of the Di- 
vine Being in one person has ever been made than this, 
addressed to the deservedly popular Brooklyn preacher. 

" The Catholicity of the New Church and the Un- 
catholicity of New Churchmen," the next one of Mr. 
Barrett's books, appearing in 1863, is now out of 
print. This little work of 312 pages occasioned no 
little feeling among New Churchmen, but it helped to 
widen the borders in regard to the Lord's New Church. 

In 1876 Mr. Barrett issued a work of 213 pages on 
the same subject, called " The New Church, its Nature 
and Whereabouts," and in 1886 his little book, " True 
Catholicism," appeared. This last, while containing 
the substance of^the two preceding works, omits some 
matters not of importance at a later date, and in it his 
best thoughts are found, carefully expressed, on a sub- 
ject which had been of such vast interest to him and 
many others. 
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"Letters on the Future Life/' also addressed to 
Henry Ward Beecher, published in 1872, is a compact 
little volume of 191 pages. Three of the six letters were 
first published in " The Golden Age," but, on account 
of their importance, the author was induced to add three 
more, and make them into a separate volume. This 
book, while addressed to Mr. Beecher, was designed for 
readers generally, and was called forth by statements 
made by the great preacher, the following especially, 
in one of his sermons : — 

" That great Future to which we are going is now all 
haze, with here and there a single point jutting out be- 
fore us. To those, then, who ask what are to be the con- 
ditions in the other life of the countless myriads of men 
who have been going out of this world through count- 
less ages, all the answer that can be given, is, we know 
not." ..." We are as unable to understand it as a 
dog is to understand the nature of a commonwealth." 

The extremely kind manner in which Mr. Beecher is 
treated in both works addressed to him applies to the 
vast multitude which Mr. Barrett ^It he might be 
addressing for time indefinite. The sharp, logical 
handling at every point never descends to a philippic, 
and while the reader will always find himself pressed 
onward and delighted by this method, he will also feel 
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himself strengthened by the lucid presentation of these 
apparently far-off, new, and little understood themes. 

" The Golden City," published in 1873, and repub- 
lished in 1886, with a supplement, is a neat 12mo of 
311 pages. By the time Mr. Barrett came to make 
additions to this work, he found that a great change had 
crept into the theories and philosophy of many who 
had opposed him years before. Outside of the New 
Church, a host of independent, as well as denomina- 
tional, witnesses were appearing on his side. But 
" The Golden City " is mainly a clear and earnest por- 
trayal of the character and nature of the New Jeru- 
salem of the Apocalypse. It may, indeed, be taken as 
Mr. Barrett's best thoughts on this great subject, and 
classed at the top of all writings of consequence from 
all sources, for all readers of all creeds, on the mystic 
city now descending from heaven. 

" The Swedenborg Library " was begun in 1875 but 
not finished till 1886. This work, in twelve small 16mo 
volumes, contains a very simple and accurate condensa- 
tion of all Swedenborg's theological writings. 

Although this work was done after Mr. Barrett's 
views on the true character and whereabouts of the 
New Church had been well known and circulated 
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(and now largely embraced), none of his work for 
the spread of the New Theology has been better re- 
ceived or more highly valued. The last volume, un- 
like the eleven others going before it, is really a com- 
pend of Swedenborg's teachings, covering one hundred 
and twenty-one distinct subjects, and is, perhaps, the most 
useful in this almost priceless little set. The other vol- 
umes of the work are not only careful condensations of 
all the leading subjects taught by Swedenborg, but they 
are really more valuable to the ordinary reader and 
student than the original works, as the industrious and 
gifted compiler has strengthened his own words by 
adding relevant passages from other parts of the " Writ- 
ings." Throughout this and all his books and articles, 
Mr. Barrett was in the habit of making himself doubly 
secure by consulting the original Latin in which Swe- 
denborg wrote, and especially when there was the least 
doubt as to their exact and right meaning and structure. 
" Swedenborg and Channing," issued in 1878, is a 
neat little book of 288 pages, mainly designed to show 
the similarity between William EUery Channing's views 
and the teachings of Swedenborg. In a sense; it must 
be taken as one of Mr. Barrett's kind contributions to 
the good feelings of his old friends, the Unitarians. 
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"The Bishop's Gun Reversed," published in 1882, is 
the most amusing and caustic of the author's contro- 
versial works. The reason for the writing of this little 
book was the issuing of a pamphlet by Bishop Burgess, 
of the Episcopal Church, in which were some misstate- 
ments and misrepresentations, which are met in three 
divisions: " Episcopalianism in its own Dress," " Epis- 
copalianism in Borrowed Robes," and " Episcopalian- 
ism at the Confessional." 

" The Question, What are the Doctrines of the New 
Church ? Answered," a small book of 144 pages, written 
in 1883, constitutes one of the books of "The New 
Church Popular Series," published by the "Sweden- 
borg Publishing Association." This work treats briefly 
and clearly of the doctrines of the New Church, com- 
paring them with the old Theology. The comparisons 
are made with the views held in the time of Sweden- 
borg. The author maintains in all his works that doc- 
trines and life have been advanced by influx from the 
other world during the last century. 

One of Mr. Barrett's best works is " Footprints of the 
New Age," published in 1884. This shows the signs of 
progress in the last hundred years. It appeals to all 
Christian people, — a characteristic, indeed, of most of his 
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writings. If the things actually occurred in the other 
world as set forth by Swedenborg, what might reason- 
ably follow in this world? If a great general judg- 
ment took place in the world of spirits, some things 
occurring here would point to the fact. In the course 
of time some fruits of the New Age would appear. 
Days of tribulation were to mark the second coming 
of the Lord ; and within a quarter of a century of the 
period indicated by Swedenborg, wars and other great 
general commotions involving all people were matters 
of history. In the Old World there resulted some ad- 
vance toward human liberty, and in the New World the 
establishment of a great free government, destined to 
lead the race in the footprints of the New Age, had 
been inaugurated. Everywhere are traceable the signs 
of the second advent. 

At the head of Mr. Barrett's writings stands his 
" Heaven Revealed," and next to it his " New View of 
Hell." The former, a book of 382 pages, appeared in 
1885 ; the latter has only 215 pages, and was not printed 
until 1887. These are text-books on the two important 
subjects treated, and contain the sum and substance of all 
that is known of the spiritual world and of Swedenborg's 
teachings in regard to it. Here the reader has all he may 
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ever need to know in this world of the philosophy of the 
New Theology, as to the nature and character of life in 
man, and of his future home. The other world and 
all the phases of life and government in it are as clearly 
and minutely put before the reader as he himself 
would be able to write the history of his own garden or 
the room in which he sleeps. These two books alone 
would place their author at the head of writers on the 
New Theology. Had he lived to write another book on 
the great, fixed Science of Correspondences, he would 
have left no ground uncovered. He actually contem- 
plated doing this in his eighty-second year. 

" Ends and Uses " was published in the author's most 
busy and fruitful period. It has six chapters on the 
"Ends," and fifteen on the "Uses," of life, and is a 
condensation of the teachings of Swedenborg on these 
subjects. Here are centered the matters that count 
above all things with man in his own book of destiny. 
It is to be, to do, and to suffer ; not alone to think, to 
reason, and to believe. The doctrine of " Ends and Uses " 
presents the whys and wherefores of life, and the answer 
to the question that every sane man must ask himself: 
How shall I know what my lot will be in the great, 
certain, inevitable, and now well-known Hereafter? 
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In 1891 Mr. Barrett wrote his work, " A Cloud of 
Independent Witnesses to the Need and Helpfulness 
of Swedenborg's Writings," and in 1890 his "Autobi- 
ography," written at the earnest request of his friends, 
was finished. In 1892 his " Maximus Homo " ap- 
peared in a somewhat new coat, together with some 
others of his earlier short writings. 

" The Cloud of Independent Witnesses " consists in 
part of extracts from a hundred or more letters, mainly 
from ministers of different denominations, acknowledg- 
ing the great benefits they were receiving from the writ- 
ings of S wedenborg and the works of New Church writers, 
and in many cases their entire dependence on this source 
for their religious philosophy and spiritual pabulum. 
A large part of the book (of 318 pages) is taken up 
with the views of the Rev. John Clowes, Edwin Paxton 
Hood, Henry B. Browning, E. H. Sears, Horace Bush- 
nell, Henry Drummond, and others. This is considered 
a part of Mr. Barrett's work most useful for the New 
Church and the world. The " Swedenborg Publishing 
Association " now sends it as a gift book (on receipt of 
ten cents postage) to ministers and theological students. 

The " Autobiography " is the simple, modest story of 
Mr. Barrett's life, with some very striking scenes and 
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events illustrative of the writer's adaptability to any 
pursuit, and the possession of qualities leading to 
success. 

" Maximus Homo " (Grand Man) is a book of 179 
pages on a subject which has given New Church min- 
isters no little trouble. From this subject (very little 
understood) the mystery is removed and its practical 
value exhibited. Only fifty pages are taken up with 
this topic, and other essays are bound in the same 
volume. 

" The Science of Correspondences Elucidated," which 
Mr. Barrett brought out in its present form, was 
largely the work of the Rev. Edward Madeley, of Eng- 
land. In 1883 the " Swedenborg Publishing Associa- 
tion " came into possession of Mr. Madeley's manu- 
scripts; many notes and extensive additions from 
other sources were made by Mr. Barrett, and the whole 
published under the foregoing title, making by far the 
most complete work now extant on Correspondences. 

As has been before mentioned, Mr. Barrett's ready 
and facile pen was ever busy for various periodicals, 
— Tlie SfwedenborgiaUy The New Church Monthly ^ The New 
Christianity y etc. For these he wrote hundreds of arti- 
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cles never published elsewhere. During his residence 
in Philadelphia and Germantown he prepared tracts 
and leaflets without number, and among these were 
some of his most helpful and able productions. 

Mr. Barrett's work as a writer was immense, and for 
this he had been specially prepared. SuQpessful in the 
pulpit, he was still more so as a writer. In the pulpit 
his words were clear and to the point, and in his writ- 
ings they are the same ; he never uses figures or orna- 
ments, nor indulges in lofty flights, and yet he is never 
dull. He wrote on great themes only, and always en- 
larges the reader's mental and spiritual vision. His 
writings arc always practical, and they constitute to- 
gether a complete library of the New Theology, a fact 
not applying so truly to the work of any other WTiter 
in this country or England. More than any other New 
Church writer, he wrote for the world. His creed em- 
braced the whole of mankind. In his principles he 
copied closely the Great Master, acknowledging only 
Him. The following selections from his writings might 
constitute a kind of encyclopedic New Church library : 
'' Heaven Revealed," " The New View of Hell," " Lec- 
tures on the New Dispensation," " Letters on the Di- 
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vine Trinity," " Swedenborg Library," " Ends and 
Uses," "The Science of Correspondences Elucidated," 
" A Cloud of Independent Witnesses," " Footprints of 
the New Age," " The True Catholicism." 



X. 

The Theologian. 

The ability to preach a good sermon does not consti- 
tute a theologian, neither does withdrawing from an 
old creed or church association and finding fault with 
it when, perhaps, a new one offers less than the old. To 
have the title of D. D. does not necessarily elevate the 
bearer of it to the rank of a theologian. This title is 
too often a mere form, for which the bearer is in no way 
responsible. In these days, in all denominations, the 
education of the clergy is more general and more re- 
quired ; but even a liberal education does not constitute 
a theologian any more than does a title. Creeds do not 
make theology, and to be well up in " discipline " may 
signify little. The theologian does not rely upon creeds, 
but he must know fairly well all creeds and religions. 
He will never garble or misrepresent. His views will 
always be wide and just. He can have no prejudices, 
religious or otherwise. The Bible, his text-book and 
guide, will be the Holy of Holies to him, and his great 
delight and work will be in unfolding its beauties and 
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benefits for the uplifting of humanity. His mind and 
heart will embrace the whole Christian world, and he 
will not forget that God works in His own way even 
where Christianity is unknown. All the worlds are His. 
Mr. Barrett's early associations made him favorable 
to anti-trinitarianism, and at the close of his prepara- 
tory studies his views were yet within the limits of a 
sect. But Cambridge proved to be his best starting 
ground for the work he had before him, since Cam- 
bridge was not so much a sect school as a divinity 
school. It sent out branches in most directions among 
old things, but it hardly took root in anything. Under 
this influence the field widened, and when Mr. Barrett 
went over to the New Church organization, although he 
was surrounded by the ritualism and machinery of the 
old, he believed that this Church was really not a 
mere sect. Even if the new truth was still found in 
the old receptacles, among old modes, it was not possi- 
ble for this Church to be limited to a sect. As he 
advanced he found himself more secure in his expan- 
sive views. From the mere learner, explorer, and 
teacher, he became the philosopher, theologian, and ex- 
pounder of a comprehensive New Christianity. At this 
early stage came from his pen the most sectarian of 
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all his works, — his " Lectures on the New Dispensation." 
In these lectures he struck at once into the great ques- 
tions lying nearest the foundation, the true object of 
religious worship, — God and the Trinity in Him ; His 
Second Coming, and the nature and character of the 
Sacred Scriptures, with the key for unlocking and re- 
vealing their internal sense. These were, indeed, the 
great themes. Around the Lord and the Bible must all 
Christianity center, with all collateral and minor mat- 
ters. If the Book could fall, then down would go the 
system, and a new age of moral darkness begin. But 
the Lord does not forget ; He remembers. During the 
last century, coming again. He has raised up a new race 
of the defenders of His Word, furnishing them the 
means of exalting all His works before the children of 
men. 

At the very outset, Mr. Barrett had, perhaps, uncon- 
sciously outlined the work of his life. It was now a 
new age, with the Saviour come again ; the old Word 
made new ; a new Christianity exalting truth, exalting 
labor; the dawn of a new epoch, with a moral code 
under which use should become the life of men. The 
outlook was grand in contemplation, however slow 
might seem to be the progress. The coming kingdom 
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was more into the hearts and lives of men than into 
new external forms. In his fourth " Lecture " Mr. 
Barrett says : — 

" And hence the coming of the Son of Man in the 
clouds of heaven denotes a more clear and luminous 
exhibition of divine truth ; or a revelation of the in- 
ternal sense of the Word through the clouds of the 
letter. But some, perhaps, are ready to ask: Why 
should there have been any cloud about the Holy 
Oracles ? Why did the Lord place this covering upon 
the internal glory of His Word ? Why was it not com- 
posed in such a manner that the genuine truth could 
be readily perceived by every one ? And why, I would 
ask, was not this natural world so constituted that a 
child or an ignorant savage might comprehend its in- 
terior structure and understand all its laws at a glance 
of the eye ? Why do so many things in the universe 
around us appear different from what they really are? 
Why does not a flash of lightning reveal to every be- 
holder the nature and laws of the electric fluid ? Or 
those flickering pencils of light that dance in our 
northern sky, why do they not proclaim the cause of 
the aurora borealis ? Why does the color of trees and 
flowers appear to be one of their own inherent proper- 
ties, when in reality all their color belongs to the sun ? 
Why do the sun, moon, and stars appear to rise and go 
around our earth once in twenty-four hours, when in 
reality they do not ? Why should the God of nature 
delude His intelligent creatures with such fallacies, and 
so often suffer the appearance of things to contradict 
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the reality ? Answer me these questions, and I will 
tell you why there is a cloud or covering upon all the 
glory of God's Word." 

In his lecture on the necessity of a spiritual sense, — 
a sense obscured by or concealed in the letter, — Mr. 
Barret says : — 

" And notwithstanding the number of learned and 
able defenders which the Bible has found, I am free 
to confess that all the objections which have been or 
may be raised against it as a divinely inspired com- 
position have not been, and, in my opinion, cannot be, 
fairly answered without admitting the existence of 
an internal sense within and above that of the mere 
letter." 

Without this internal nature, — this soul within the 
body of the letter, — the Sacred Book must fall, and with 
it all that has been reared upon its teachings. 

In the full realization of this stupendous fact, Mr. 
Barrett started on the great work of his life. He shows 
the absolute necessity of a spiritual (internal) sense in 
the Sacred Scriptures, and proves from them the exist- 
ence of this sense. He recognizes the obligation and 
the manner of unfolding this sense, and its great utility 
and value. Thus, if the Sacred Book is saved and 
placed beyond cavil forever, the theologian's great 
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work is half done. The God of the Bible is at once 
established on His everlasting throne. His person, 
nature, character, modes of manifestation, providence, 
or government must then be seen in the highest possi- 
ble light, while the letter adapts Him more to the be- 
clouded, and often evil, lives of men. 

In the way of his initial steps, Mr. Barrett kept on 
to the end of his working days. A wise, loving, per- 
sonal God being clearly proven, and His Word estab- 
lished, he devoted himself much to His works and 
ways, presenting the entire system of the New Chris- 
tianity. No subject concerning man here or hereafter 
was omitted in his writings. His own views and feel- 
ings widened with the grand system he explored and 
taught. Old errors he tried to correct, but he learned 
to respect and sympathize with those who held blindly 
to them, even when he rejected their creeds and many 
of their practices. 

For the old doctrine of tri-personalism he substituted 
the new one of a Trinity in one Divine Person, and, 
according to the revelation of the opened Word, he did 
a vast work toward putting all the mooted and trouble- 
some questions of the old theologian on a sound and 
rational basis. His two treatises on Heaven and Hell 
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should alone give him the distinction of tlieologianj not 
to mention the circle of his completed writings. 

To the great New Church doctrine of Use or Uses he 
gave extraordinary prominence, placing in it the true 
life of man here and hereafter. Correspondences he 
helped more than any other man in the world, perhaps, 
to establish as a science, and as the key to the under- 
standing of God's two wonderful books, " Nature " and 
"Revelation." His work was vast; and as years in- 
creased and his locks became gray, he worked with 
more vigor, if possible, than even in his younger days. 
His words were never trifling, and, through all the 
thirty or forty volumes, great and small, emanating 
from his pen, he showed himself the theologian and 
philosopher. 

Not everywhere did he stand on common ground 
with his brethren of the New Church, and even though 
this fact separated him to some extent from a certain 
class, and lessened his respect for the General Con- 
vention, he lived to see many to whom his views of the 
true character of the church, church government, and 
some other matters were at the outset offensive, come 
to believe as he taught, and in all his divergent views 
he left a large and increasing number of followers. 
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Several of his books were written to prove to his 
brethren and to the world that the Apocalyptic New 
Jerusalem, the Lord's real New Church, descending and 
developing in these times, is an invisible church, the 
members of which are dispersed throughout the Chris- 
tian world, in and out of all denominations, and are 
known to the Lord only. In the second place, that the 
New Church as a visible body, organized on the teach- 
ings of Swedenborg, is only the beginning in the most 
imperfect form of what can be looked for as the Lord's 
Church on earth ; many of its members, perhaps, hav- 
ing no more (beyond mere doctrines) to make them 
members of the real Church of God than those in the 
sects about them knowing nothing of the Heavenly 
Doctrines, or even than those living good and unselfish 
lives outside of the denominations. 

It may be claimed by some that in this matter Mr. 
Barrett wandered somewhat from the great standard of 
philosophical and practical utility, as set up in the main 
work of his busy life. The importance of the extreme 
distinction pleaded for may be doubted. Man may, 
perhaps, be excused from having great concern about 
this invisible church if the Lord alone can tell who 
are its members. Its value to them is little. The vis- 
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ible thing they erect as best they may on the light they 
have is that in which their interest is apt to center. 
What God alone can know should not disturb man for 
his lack of knowing. But by the rules given by the Lord 
Himself, and so clearly set forth by Swedenborg, it may 
not be so difficult for any man to tell, in some degree, at 
least, where he stands, irrespective of false doctrines, and 
by these rules he may alone know whose friend he is, 
whether of the Lord or of the devil. In the early times 
the Lord had a visible church, and, perhaps, very many 
of the Jews who constituted it He could hardly reckon as 
members of His invisible church. He came after awhile 
and set up the first Christian Church, which took His 
own name, and this having a visible aspect by His 
direction, it has all along furnished the main part 
of the membership of His invisible church. More 
numerous has been its contributions to that invisible 
church in modern times than in the earlier days, and 
far more numerous still in the last hundred years. It 
is taught by Swedenborg and by all who accept His 
teachings, that the Lord has come again, and this time 
clothed in the letter of the Word, to the hearts of men, 
bringing down and planting the principles for the sec- 
ond Christian Church — the New Jerusalem — which has 
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been slowly taking root in the faith and life of men 
and in external ceremony. 

The genuine catholicity of the New Church should 
be one of the sources of true pride to its members, and 
Mr. Barrett never could have uttered a word too much 
on this subject. As to the real need of a visible church 
with all its necessary ceremonial, and of its true value 
on this earth, Mr. Barrett believed as lovingly and 
earnestly as he believed in the actual fact as to the 
invisible church. If he talked and wrote earnestly of 
the one, he was still more faithful to the other, to the 
simple ordinances of which he was greatly attached. 

He was opposed to the trinal order, or three degrees 
in the ministry, and to ministerial control of ordina- 
tion, holding that the people, independently of the 
ministers, should set up their own form of government, 
and choose and install their ministers. He opposed 
" General Pastors " or " Bishops," and all unnecessary 
and priestly follies which would make the New Church 
follow after the priest-ridden old organizations. He 
held and taught that the real New Church should be 
eminently democratic, and could not possibly be a 
priestly ecclesiastical institution or dispensation. He 
taught that re-baptism on entering a New Church 
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society was not necessary, and, indeed, is improper ; and 
these views separated him from many of his brethren. 
But in all these things his course and teachings added 
greatly to his real use in the New Church. Without 
the Scriptures, and the writings of the Swedish inter- 
preter, he taught nothing, but to the last he persisted in 
holding that the men were honest in their belief and 
purpose in entertaining the views he tried to modify or 
overthrow. 

Charity was very strong in Mr. Barrett, and in every- 
thing he carried out this greatest and noblest of all 
virtues. 

That the New Church, claiming to be spiritual, should 
be wedded to ceremonial, would, indeed, be lamentable, 
and this he both wrote and preached against, but he 
held to the text, " My words, they are spirit and they 
are life." 

The Lord did away with the church of representa- 
tives at His first coming — His incarnation on the earth. 
The church established by Him was not to be a repre- 
sentative church. For it only two ceremonials were in- 
stituted, and these were entirely new, — Baptism and the 
Supper. These have been retained in the New Church 
organization with new meanings attached to them. 
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As men become more refined and spiritual in their 
hearts and lives their affection for and tolerance of ex- 
ternal ceremonials in religion must become less and 
less. These things must die with them as they become 
more and more really members of the Lord's invisible 
church. 



XI. 

The Theologian — Hi8 Words and Teachings — The New 

Christianity. 

Nothing portrays the character of the man better 
than his words in his teachings, and the setting forth 
of his principles. The following brief extracts cover a 
considerable part of the vast field in which Mr. Barrett 
worked, but hundreds of his lectures, sermons, and 
published articles have not been touched upon. 

" For no one is really of the New Church who is not 
in the good of life ; and the most that aay humble- 
minded man would wish to claim for himself is, that 
he believes its doctrines and is striving to live accord- 
ing to them." 

" We are decidedly opposed to the idea that the New 
Church is to be a single great ecclesiastical organization 
like the Church of Ronie." 

"The church, in its largest sense, is the Lord's king- 
dom on earth, corresponding to His kingdom in the 
heavens. It consists of all His faithful followers here 
below, — of all who acknowledge a Divine Being, and 
earnestly strive to do His will as they understand it. 
In Christian lands it consists of all who acknowledge 
the Lord, and humblv endeavor to do His will as re- 
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vealed in His Word. These are the true disciples of 
the Lord. They are not confined to any particular de- 
nomination of Christians, but are scattered among 
them all. Doubtless, some of them are to be found in 
every religious sect, — yes, and some outside of all the 
sects. They are the Lord's own sheep, and are certainly 
known to Him alone; for He only can seethe internals 
of men ; He only can discern the hidden motives of the 
heart." 

"But the church as an organized institution — the 
church as an external and visible body — is also neces- 
sary. Though quite distinct from the invisible and 
true church, it is, nevertheless, intimately connected 
with it as body with soul, and is indispensable to its 
complete development. This organized and visible 
church consists in general of all the religious assem- 
blies or congregations organized for purposes of worship 
and for mutual edification and instruction in spiritual 
things. The specific church, or the visible church, re- 
garded as a whole, consists of all such religious con- 
gregations in the aggregate." 

" But the liberty of choice is mercifully granted to 
each one. We may each of us choose our invisible 
companions as freely as we do our visible ones. Nay, 
we do choose them, whether we know it or not. We 
have actually chosen them, though it may not be for 
eternity; for we have the power and the liberty of 
changing our invisible, as well as our visible, associates. 
Indeed, the whole work of re-generation — every inward 
change which we experience — involves a change in our 
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spiritual companions, or the passing out of one spiritual 
society into another." 

" A heaven to which men are forced would be no 
heaven, or a very different one, certainly, from that 
disclosed in the writings of the New Church. Without 
a hell, therefore, man would have no more freedom 
than a tree, or an agate, which has simply the freedom 
to grow in that direction and into that shape which its 
nature compels. It has not the liberty of choosing any 
different direction or shape. And this, whatever else 
it may be, certainly is not human freedom ; nor is it a 
kind of freedom favorable to the development of our * 
proper humanity." 

" Such, then, and so inadequate as it seems to us, is 
the foundation on which it is sought to establish a * tri- 
nal order' in the ministry of the New Church, — an 
order for which we see not the least need or use, which 
has no existence in the angelic heavens, which is not in 
accordance with the spirit or teachings of the heavenly 
doctrines, and the history of whose origin, operations, 
and affinities here on earth is so surely linked with the 
darkest days and deepest corruptions of the church." 

" Before he can be made wiser by truths of the New 
Church, or before he can see that they are truths, he 
must be willing to become a fool in his own estimation. 
He must be willing to go and sell all that he hath." 

" If the doctrines revealed through Sw^edenborg be 
true, then, certainly, they are of paramount importance. 
And if there be even a possibility of their being true, 
then they deserve a thorough examination." 
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" Could these doctrines do this, — could they open the 
eyes of the spiritually blind, could they unstop the ears 
of the spiritually deaf, could they make the lame walk, 
the leprous clean, and raise to newness of life the spirit- 
ually dead, if they were from hell ? " 

" But when man began to turn his face away from 
the Lord, and to cease acknowledging Him as the 
Fountain of all the wisdom and intelligence of angels 
and men, and began to regard himself as the source of 
goodness and truth, then the heavenly order of his 
mind began to be inverted, and the light that was in 
him to be changed to darkness. And the more he con- 
tinued to love himself, and to regard his wisdom as his 
own and originating in himself, so much the more did 
he turn his face away from the light of the Sun of 
heaven to the darkness of self-derived intelligence, 
until at last his primitive state became completely in- 
verted. His affections, which were originally directed 
toward the Lord and the things of heaven, became 
withdrawn from these and turned toward self and the 
world. And when in this manner he came to regard 
himself as God, knowing good and evil, then the 
heavens became black as sackcloth of hair; for he had 
extinguished in his mind the only true light, and his 
affections became fast bound in the feasts of selfish- 
ness." 

" We see, therefore, that the external form of a church 
may exist after the internal principles of heavenly life 
have become extinguished. Its body may remain 
awhile after its spirit has fled. When the fountain 
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ceases to flow, the excavation which redfeived and con- 
tained the water does not suddenly disappear. The 
spiritual fig-tree is a fig-tree still, though it bear no 
fruiV 

" The mission of the apostles was to proclaim the 
Lord's /r8< advent, and the discoveries which were pro- 
per to that ; and it would not have been consistent with 
the order always observed in the divine economy, to 
have informed them equally well concerning the cir- 
cumstances of His second appearing. To teach any of 
the particulars, either in regard to the time, place, or 
manner of the Lord's second coming, formed no part of 
their mission." 

" Consequently, we should suppose that everything 
which He said and did while on earth must, when 
rightly understood, be seen to have primary regard to 
the state of the church, and the essential principles of 
heavenly life with man. And since the Lord is ever 
the same, we should suppose that His second coming 
would have reference to the same great end as His first, 
viz., to the spiritual condition of the church." 

" Now, is it not plain that the material earth cannot be 
meant in such passages as these, as where it is said 
to be ' turned upside down,' to ^ reel to and fro like a 
drunkard,' to be ^ removed out of her place,' and so 
forth ? But if by earth we understand the church, which, 
by means of falses and evils, is clean dissolved, turned 
upside down, moved out of its place, etc., then these 
passages become intelligible. Then, also, we can under- 
stand what is meant by ^ the transgression of the earth/ 
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and also by the words, * Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth/ The earth here refers, primarily, 
to the land of Canaan, which signifies the spiritual 
Canaan or heaven, and the church. And because only 
those who are of a meek and lowly mind can receive 
the goods and truths of heaven, or those angelic loves, 
which are the essential things of a true church, as they 
are of the kingdom of heaven, therefore the meek are 
said to be ^ blessed/ They are blessed, for they enjoy 
the delights of a heavenly inheritance." 

" But when genuine truth descends from heaven into 
human minds, in such a manner that the doctrines once 
believed to be true are seen to be only imaginary and 
false, then these doctrines are overthrown and rejected ; 
and the things which appertain to a true church are 
received in their place. Thus the former earth passes 
away, and the new earth appears." 

" The city signifies the church as to its doctrine ; and 
inasmuch as all true doctrine comes down to man from 
the Lord through the medium of the Word, therefore 
this was representatively exhibited to John by the de- 
scent of a city." 

" The period during which any particular system of 
opinions, either political, philosophical, or moral, bear 
sway over human minds, is usually denominated an 
age. And, of course, when their sway is loosened or 
destroyed, that age, or the age of such opinions, is con- 
summated." 

" In the natural world there is something peculiarly 



96 THE THEOLOGIAN, 

joyous and animating to all creatures in the bright 
light of the morning sun. This is on account of the 
correspondence ; for morning, in the spiritual sense, de- 
notes a corresponding state of the church : i. e., a state, 
when from little or no genuine truth or love (which is 
spiritual darkness and night), it receives a communi- 
cation of intelligence and wisdom from the rising of 
the spiritual Sun, — a new departure of divine truth. 
Hence it is that the morning, and the coming of the 
morning, are so often mentioned in the Word where the 
Lord's advent is treated of." 

" When, therefore, genuine charity has departed from 
the church, and genuine faith, and even the knowledge 
of what genuine good and genuine truth are, the church 
has then spiritually come to its end, and this prophecy, 
in its spiritual sense, is fulfilled." 

"Now, if our Saviour had intended the prophecy 
concerning His second coming to be understood and 
fulfilled according to the strict import of the letter, 
what possible need were there of His cautioning men 
against being deceived ? In that case, how could men 
have been deceived ? How was it possible for imposters 
to practise their art of deception? For, who could 
ascend upon the natural clouds, and invest himself 
with a brilliant halo, and thus appear as the Lord com- 
ing in His glory ? This, surely, is not in the power of 
any mortal. Is it not plain, then, that the Lord never 
intended to teach in this prophecy that His second 
coming is to be in person, and upon the natural clouds? 
For, had this been His meaning. He certainly would 
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not have counseled men to take heed lest thev be de- 
ceived. It were not possible for ^ false Christs' to 
appear in this manner; and hence there were no op- 
portunities for deception to be practised upon any one. 
It is, therefore, manifest that the Lord never 
intended His second advent to be in a form addressed 
to the outward corporeal vision, but to the eye of the 
mind, to the understanding and the hearts of men ; for 
upon no other hypothesis are we able to see how false 
Christs could appear, * and deceive many/ 

' " The Lord's caution, therefore, to take heed lest we 
be deceived in regard to His second appearing, may be 
taken as proof positive that this advent of Himself is 
not to be in a form addressed to the outward, but to the 
inward, sense, — to the mind; for, in respect to the things 
addressed to our understanding, we are liable to be de- 
ceived. Hence the reason of the command to ' watch ' 
and * take heed ' lest we accept false Christs for the true 
one. 

" The clouds denote the literal sense of the Word, in 
which the genuine truth lies more or less obscure. 
They are called the clouds of heaven, because heavenly 
things — all good and true principles — all that make 
the life and delight of heaven — dwell within or under- 
neath the letter. Consequently, the coming of the Son 
of man in the clouds of heaven denotes the coming to 
human minds (thus to the church) of that higher and 
purer form of truth, which has hitherto been concealed, 
as it were, in a cloud. In other words, it denotes the 
unfolding and revealing of the spiritual sense of the 
Word through the obscurity or cloud of the letter. And 
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because in the internal sense of* the Word, truth is of 
a most clear, consistent, and luminous character, and, 
consequently, is more powerful and effective in its re- 
generating influence (for the more clearly any truth is 
seen the more it affects us) ; therefore, this coming is 
said to be * with power and great glory.' " 

" We all know that divine truth is not, and from its 
very nature cannot be, confined to any time or place. 
In itself considered, it is the same now that it always 
has been and always will be, — the same with the angels 
in heaven as with men on earth. It differs in differ- 
ent individuals, it is true, on account of the difference 
in their moral quality or state of reception ; for it is 
well known that the same truth, falling into different 
minds, will receive a different complexion, correspond- 
ing to the difference in the form or quality of those 
minds. But, absolutely considered, divine truth is un- 
changeable : the same in heaven and on earth ; the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever." 

"But divine truth cannot descend lower than the 
state of the natural man, nor than the literal sense of 
the Word, which is adapted to his state. It terminates 
in the literal sense, and rests upon it like a house upon 
its foundation." 

" Hence the coming of the Son of man in the clouds 
of heaven denotes a more clear and luminous exhibi- 
tion of divine truth ; or a revelation of the internal 
sense of the Word through the clouds of the letter." 

" The many fallacious appearances of truth in the 
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literal sense of Scripture can with no more propriety 
be urged as evidence of imperfection in God's Word 
than the fallacious appearance of many things in na- 
ture can be urged as evidence of imperfection in His 
works. The truth is, that the clouds of which we have 
spoken do not really belong to the Word itself, but to 
human minds ; just as natural clouds, which obscure the 
light of the sun, do not belong to the sun itself but to 
our own planet. And in proportion as the spirits of men 
are purified from evil loves, and brought into a state 
of heavenly order, the clouds will disappear from the 
letter and the internal sense of the Word be unveiled." 

" The literal sense is divine truth in obscurity, and 
hence is as a cloud ; the spiritual sense is divine truth 
in its brightness and glory. The literal sense is as the 
clothing of a man, while the spiritual is as the man 
himself. And as those parts of the body which man 
has occasion to use most frequently, — those in which all 
his senses are ultimated, viz., his face and hands, — are 
usually left naked, so those parts of the Word which 
are most needed for spiritual use are, as it were, naked. 
The cloud of the letter is so thin in such parts as scarcely 
to veil the internal sense." 

" And if we admit that such a sense exists in certain 
portions, we must also admit that it exists throughout i 
otherwise we must deny that there belongs to the Word 
of God anything of the order and uniformity which 
appertains to His works. And this were nothing less 
than to deny that it is a divine composition." 

" I remark, in the first place, that no doctrine is or 
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can be more clearly taught in the Bible than is the doc- 
trine of the strict personal unity of God." 

" If, therefore, it is the Lord in angels and in men that 
constitutes the all of heaven and the church with them^ 
it is manifest that He must dwell in them as to all the 
elements of the divine Trinity, since these elements can 
have no real existence separate from each other. And 
tliis Trinity, when received by man, becomes in him 
charity, faith, and works. The divine love, which is 
love of doing good to the whole human family, when 
received by man, becomes in him the love of the 
neighbor, which is charity ; the divine wisdom, which 
is the wisdom according to which divine love proceeds 
and operates, becomes faith in man, or the truth by 
which his love of doing good to the neighbor is directed 
in its operations ; and the divine power or holy pro- 
ceeding of the Lord, which is the actual operation of 
the divine wisdom and love, becomes in man a sphere 
of active usefulness, proceeding from his charity and 
faith, — a life devoted to good and noble deeds J' 

" According to the doctrines of the New Church, 
therefore, God is not a mere abstraction, but a real, liv- 
ing, divine, infinite Person, in perfect human form; in 
whom also dwell, and from whom continually proceed 
fas light and heat dwell in'and proceed from the natural 
sun), all truly human principles, and all the creating 
and sustaining power in the universe." 

" Because we are taught that * God is a spirit,' it by 
no means follows that He does not exist in a human 
form, any more than it follows, as a just conclusion, that 
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a man no longer exists in a human form after lie is 
divested of his material body and has become an in- 
habitant of the spiritual world." 

" Therefore, the end for which the Lord assumed and 
glorified the human, was to bring man into a state of 
reunion with his Maker ; to bring his will at-one with 
the Lord's will, and his understanding at-one with the 
Lord's understanding, or the divine truth, and thus 
restore to human minds their original but lost harmony. 
This at'One-ment of man and God, or of the human and 
the divine, was perfectly effected in the Lord's Glori- 
fied Humanity, and the image of it exists in every- 
one's mind, just in the degree that he receives the prin- 
ciples of the Divine Humanity, or the principles of 
good and truth in their divine union." 

" The divine truth, therefore, which proceeds from 
the Divine Humanity, is what is signified by the blood 
of Christ. It is this truth which reveals to us our evils, 
and is thus the means of cleansing our hearts of their 
impurities." 

" God is visible in the works of creation, and in the 
ways of His providence, as an author is visible in his 
book or as an artist in the creations of his genius ; and 
in this sense of visibility, it is readily conceded that the 
Lord's true church is visible. It is seen in the deeds 
of benevolence and philanthropy, and in the various 
beneficent, wise, and humane institutions scattered in 
such profusion all around us. It is seen in ten thou- 
sand acts of kindness and charity in which true 
heavenly love is ever seeking to express itself." 
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" The body of people tliat men see is always of a mixed 
character, including some bad as well as good ; and 
there is no harm in calling the aggregate Christian 
organizations the visible Christian church, if we are 
careful not to confound or identify this with the real 
church of Christ." 

" That the Lord's people are all known equally to 
Him no one doubts. But are they known equally to 
mcjiy and this, too, while yet in the flesh ? Can men, by 
dint of any human art or human organization what- 
ever, separate the tares from the wheat, or the children 
of the kingdom from the children of the wicked one ? " 

" That the church is in the internal of man, or, in 
other words, tliat it is the quality of a man's internals, 
which determines whether he be really of the church 
or not ; and that these internals cannot be seen and 
known by men, but only by the Lord, who alone is able 
to search the hidden things of the heart; consequently, 
who those are that are of the true church is not known to 
men, hut only to the Lord.^' 

" Now, the wheat mentioned in the parable, or ' the 
good seed,' are the children of the kingdom ; but the 
* tares ' are the ' children of the wicked one/ In other 
words, the wheat denotes those who are, and the tares 
those who are not, of the Lord's true church. And the 
harvest, when used w^ith reference to men now in the 
flesh, denotes that full and ripe state into which all will 
finally come in the other world, when they shall have 
passed the ordeal of a final judgment, or when their 
internals shall have become completely developed." 
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" Men are really in the true church, or out of it, not 
as they profess this or that particular doctrine, or 
belong to this or that particular communion, but 
according as their internal quality is heavenly or 
otherwise." 

" Only let all who are thus united — all who agree in 
their interpretations of truth — believe and acknowl- 
edge that religious truth cannot be monopolized by any 
class of men, and that they are not the Lord's church 
to the exclusion of all others whose vieius chance to differ 
from their own ; and let them, therefore, banish from 
their breasts the mean and unchristian spirit of sect, 
and we have not a word to utter against separate and 
distinct organizations, known and designated by dif- 
ferent names. Distinct societies exist even in heaven, 
differing from each other as to kinds and degrees of 
good, and also in their views of truth ; yet these differ- 
ences produce no trouble nor discord there, because 
they are freely allowed^ being perceived by the angels 
to be according to divine order and necessary to the 
perfection of the whole heavens." 

" If ' all the fullness,' which I understand to mean 
the wholeness or totality of the Godhead or Divinity, 
dwells in Christ, then where is the need or even the 
propriety of thinking of any Divinity out of Him, or 
of any other Person except Him ? " 

" Is God the Father as yet u?2revealed to Christians? 
Must we wait till ' that hour of birth which men call 
death ' for the revelation of our Father in heaven? 

" Has not the Father graciously revealed Himself to 
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US already? Was it not one great object of Christ's 
advent to 'bring the Father forth to view?' Did not 
all that signified by the Father — all the fullness of the 
divine love — dwell in Christ, as the soul in the body? 
And, seeing Ilim, do we not see the Father as truly as 
I see you w^lien I look upon your body, which is the 
natural out-birth and express image of your soul — 
your real self — in this lower sphere ? How else are we 
to interpret the explicit declarations of the Divine 
Saviour Himself?" 

"As we advance in the regenerate life, and our vision 
becomes clarified, we shall be able to comprehend more 
and more of the divine, and thus see more and more 
of the Father ; for He will continue to reveal Himself 
to us in richer floods of glory, and greater depths of 
tenderness and love, as we draw nearer to His moral 
likeness. But ever will it be — in the land of the Here- 
after not less than of the Now and Here — as the suc- 
cessive unfoldings and revealings of the same great 
Central Luminary, the emanations from the same spir- 
itual Sun, grown brighter, sweeter, and more entranc- 
ing, as the smoke and vapor that surround our little 
earth-worlds fade away and disappear." 

" You will find, as I have found, that the doctrine of 
three persons in the Godhead is not a doctrine of the 
Bible. I affirm with confidence that no such doctrine 
is anywhere taught in the Sacred Scripture." 

" You affirm it to be tri personal in its nature. I, on 
the contrary, maintain that the Trinity in God is not 
tri-personal, but that it is precisely such in its nature. 
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as is the Trinity in every good or regenerating man; 
and even in a bad man we have an inverted image of 
this Trinity. And for this I tliink you must concede 
that I have warrant of Holy Scripture. Tlie Bible de- 
clares that man was originally made in the image of 
God. Then, whatever be the nature of the Trinity in 
God, there must have been originally an image of that 
Trinity in man; and from the nature of the finite 
human Trinity, we ought to be able to learn that of the 
Infinite Divine Trinity, just as from the nature or qual- 
ity of our finite human love we may learn that of the 

Infinite Divine Love." 

• 

" I submit that the logical and necessary inference 
from this is, that whatever be the nature of the Divine 
Trinity, the image of that Trinity must be found in 
every regenerate or regenerating man. And if we are 
not justified in calling a regenerate man tri-personal, 
no more are we justified in speaking or thinking of a 
tri-personal God. We have not the least warrant, either 
from Scripture or reason, for believing in or talking of 
any kind of Trinity in God, than that which exists 
in every man who has been created anew in God's own 
image." 

"And when you talk about a Trinity in God, to 
which we find nothing analogous in the finite human 
being, — a Trinity of such a nature that there is nothing 
in man or known to man which resembles it, or gives 
us the least idea of it, — a Trinity of which it is not 
pretended that any human understanding is able to 
take cognizance, or one which, if there be any such 
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pretense, leads by the strictest logical necessity to 
tritheism, — when you talk, I say, of such an unknown 
and incomprehensible Trinity, ' I am,' — to use your 
own language in reference to certain abstract qualities 
that do not center in a personal God, — * I am crazed by 
it; " 

" We can know nothing of God's love save as its 
nature or quality is revealed to us in the love that we 
feel, and which flows into our hearts from Him who is 
Love itself. We can know nothing of God's wisdom, 
except so far as that humble measure of our human 
wisdom, which we receive from Him, shadows forth, or 
in some measure images, the divine. And so of God's 
mercy, justice, long-suffering, tenderness, benevolence, 
foresight, righteousness, and all the other divine attri- 
butes; we can have no knowledge of them, and, of 
course, cannot talk of them intelligently, except in the 
degree that we have some measure — some faint image, 
at least — of these same attributes in ourselves." 

" What is easier than to learn from this the nature 
of the Divine Trinity? Why should we perplex our- 
selves about so plain a subject, or suffer our minds to 
be confused or entangled in a w^eb of mystery and 
contradiction, by the speculations or decrees of men 
who lived many hundred years ago? Why, especially, 
should we do this when the soul itself is an open book, 
in which we may read, if we will, the solution of this 
mystery? Seeing, too, that God Himself, by teaching 
us that He made man originally in His own image, 
and now re-generates or re-creates him in the same 
divine likeness, has clearly indicated the direction in 
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which we ought to look, if we would learn His true 
nature and character. To see clearly the nature of the 
Trinity in God, we have only to look at the image of 
that Trinity in ourselves." 

" Not only, then, is that finite human Trinity, — that 
distinction of love, wisdom, and power in man, — an 
image of the Divine Trinity, but it has its origin in 
that Trinity. It exists from it, and could not have de- 
rived its existence from any other source. In other 
words, there could not be any such trinal distinction in 
the finite creature, man, as I have shown to exist, if 
there was not a corresponding Trine of a like nature in 
the Infinite Creator." 

" Reason and Scripture, therefore, — and, I might add, 
the common perceptions of all enlightened minds, — 
concur in teaching that among all created things in 
this lower sphere, the sun is the fittest emblem and 
best representative of the Creator Himself. And if 
there be a Trinity in God, the sun, therefore, ought 
(next to man, the declared image of his Maker) to fur- 
nish the most striking illustration of that Trinity. And 
so, indeed, it does. I have already alluded, incident- 
ally and by way of illustration, to that trinal distinc- 
tion in the sun, of heat, light, and their proceeding 
operation. These are not three suns, but three essentials 
in one sun. Three essentials, I say, because each is alike 
necessary to the very existence of the sun. And this 
solar trinity furnishes a complete illustration of the 
Divine Trinity." 

" So, too, the constant operation of the sun's heat and 
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light, and their joint effects throughout the realms of 
matter, illustrate the divine proceeding operation of 
the Lord's love and wisdom, and their effects through- 
out the realms of spirit ; for the power of the one cor- 
responds exactly to the power of the other." 

" But there is a Trinity in God, — not of persons, I 
maintain, but of essentials, — a Trinity of Love, Wisdom, 
and Power. And because these are, each one of them, 
absolutely essential to the very existence of the Divine 
Being, just as will, understanding, and ability to act 
are essential to the existence of a human being, or as 
heat, light, and their proceeding operation are each 
essential to the existence of the sun, therefore the Lord 
cannot really dwell in the soul of man unless He dwell 
there as to each and all the elements of the Trinity 
existing in Himself. His love cannot exist apart from 
His wisdom, nor His wisdom apart from His love, nor 
either of these apart from the operative energy or holy 
proceeding which belongs to their nature, any more 
than with the sun heat can exist apart from light and 
the proceeding and joint operation of them both." 

" Our doctrine leads, by a strict logical necessity, to 
the conclusion that man is not saved by faith alone, nor 
by charity alone, nor by works alone, but by these three 
combined. It shows us, indeed, that there is no such 
thing as faith alone, or charity alo7ie, or good works 
alone; for each of them in order to be genuine must be 
united with the other two. The three must exist together 
in union, like light, heat, and their proceeding operation, 
else man is not a true image of his Maker ; for when tJiese 
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three exist together in man, viz., truth or faith in the un- 
derstanding, love or charity in the will, and an activ- 
ity directed toward good works, the ultimate form of 
charity and faith, that he is really an image of his 
Maker; and until we are renewed after the Divine image, 
we are not truly and fully saved. It shows us that the 
heady the heart, and the hand are all needful, all con- 
cerned in the work of salvation, and should all act to- 
gether as one ; that since man is gifted with the Lord, 
who alone is our salvation and really dwells in us. He 
must dwell undivided, — must dwell as to each element 
of that Trinity which is essential to His own integrity." 

"Seeing, now, the practical tendency of this new 
doctrine of the Trinity, it settles at once and forever, 
in the most convincing manner and upon an immova- 
ble basis, the question in regard to man's salvation, 
whether it be by faith, charity, or works ; for it shows 
us thai it is only an understanding, a will, and an 
ability to do ; it was meant that he should be a believer, 
a lover, and a doer ; or that he should understand, will, 
and obey the laws of his spirit's life." 

" Everyone's works are but the ultimations of the 
things belonging to his will and understanding ; there- 
fore, be their outward form whatever it may, when 
viewed internally, their true quality is seen to be such as 
is the love and faith thence derived, from which the 
works have proceeded; and this is why everyone is 
finally to be judged and rewarded according to his own 
works.^' 

" But as charity and faith are nothing, or mere ab- 
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stractions, save as they are embodied in some form or 
ultimated in works, therefore wm^ks are sometimes 
spoken of in the Scripture as the criterion by which 
everyone is to be finally judged, as if we were saved by 
works alone. Therefore, the saying of each of the 
apostles is true, that ' love is the fulfilling of the 
law;' yet 'without faith it is impossible to please 
God ; ' but ' faith without works is dead.' " 

" What, then, are the elements, principles, or attrib- 
utes in the Divine being, which we find designated in 
the New Testament as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
What should they be but the three grand essentials 
which I have explained, in the one personal God — 
Love, Wisdom, and Operation ? " 

" The Holy Spirit, I maintain, is not a Divine Person, 
but a holy effluence emanating from the Divine being, 
or the holy proceeding influence and joint operation of 
the Divine love and wisdom upon the minds and hearts 
of men, corresponding to the effluent heat and light of 
the sun, and their operations throughout the domains 
of nature." 

" But while the effluent beams of the sun, and their 
quickening power in the natural sphere, furnish a good 
illustration of my idea of the Holy Spirit, I may per- 
haps illustrate the idea better by a reference to human 
thoughts and affections, and their outgoings and in- 
fluence in the realms of spirit." 

" But this, and all other language in the New Testa- 
ment used in reference to the Holy Spirit, becomes easy 
of interpretation, and is seen to be perfectly proper, if 
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we understand the Holy Spirit to be not a person but 
an effluence ; or that Divine and Holy Proceeding of 
love and wisdom from the Lord, corresponding to the 
natural proceeding of heat and light from the sun, and 
their operation throughout the domains of nature." 

"To be baptized into this name, according to the 
spiritual import of the expression, is to be spiritually 
re-created — made altogether new in our feelings, 
thoughts, and actions. In other words, it is to have 
our human will purified or brought into conformity 
with the Divine love ; our understanding enlightened, 
or brought into conformity with the Divine wisdom, 
and our human life sphere brought into conformity 
with the Holy proceeding of love and wisdom, or the 
sphere of the Divine beneficence." 

" I cannot, in my own mind, separate the belief or 
thought of three persons in the Godhead, from the 
belief or thought of three Gods ; nor do I believe it 
possible for any one to do this." 

" Whose love, whose word, whose power is this, that 
feeds the hungering thousands in the wilderness, 
that heals the sick, gives sight to the blind, and hear- 
ing to the deaf; makes vigorous and strong the palsied 
limbs, raises the dead to life, casts out devils from souls 
possessed, and stills the raging winds and waves? Can 
any one doubt that He, who is able to do all this ^ is 
the true God and eternal life '?" 

*• Who else, then, save the Lord Jesus Christ, should 
receive the supreme homage of our hearts? To what 
other Divine person shall we look, or on what other 
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shall we think, when we bow our souls in prayer? If 
* God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Him- 
self' — which I take to be the true Christian idea — ^then 
should Christians worship God in Christ, and not out of 
Him." 

" If we accept the teaching of Scripture according to 
the sense of the letter, we must believe that a rich man 
can never enter heaven ; for we read that * it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for 
a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God,' which 
is equivalent to saying that the entrance of such a man 
into that kingdom is utterly out of the question. Yet 
the eagerness with which even religious people strive 
to amass wealth proves that there is (as well there may 
be) an almost universal distrust of the literal verity of 
this Scripture." 

" All are beginning to admit that the Scripture rep- 
resentations of the lot of the wicked after death are 
not to be literally interpreted ; — that the kingdom of 
hell as well as of heaven is within the soul. Although 
few religious teachers pretend to tell us precisely what 
hell is, nearly all admit that the language of Scripture 
when treating of this subject, is to be regarded as 
figurative; and that God never created any such place 
as hell, but that this is simply a perverse and disor- 
dered state of the soul into which men bring them- 
selves through a persistent disregard of the Divine 
precepts and unrestrained indulgence of their selfish 
love." 

" Now, since the all-wise and loving Father is per- 
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petually disclosing the secrets of nature for the benefit 
of His children, and since the liveliest imagination can 
set no bounds to the increase of physical knowledge, 
is it reasonable to suppose that all knowledge of the 
spiritual world will be forever denied to mortals? Will 
God vouchsafe to His rational creatures an unimagin- 
able amount of truth concerning this world of matter, 
and keep the nobler world of spirit, which is to be our 
eternal dwelling-place, forever shrouded in darkness?" 

" My view of the true Church, then, is this : That it 
is not an abstraction, not an imaginary thing, but that 
it consists (in Christian countries) of all those persons 
^0 are in a state of love to the Lord and charity to- 
ward the neighbor ; or, of all those (to cite the explicit 
language of Swedenborg) ' who believe in the Lord and 
live according to His commandments in the Word.' I 
believe that none others, whatever doctrines they may 
profess, or however many or interior truths they may 
know, form any part of the [true] Church whatever. 
I believe that these people are not all in any one Chris- 
tian communion or religious organization, but that 
they are scattered throughout the various commu- 
nions ; or, as Swedenborg says, ' dispersed throughout 
the whole world.' " 

" Yet few Christians seem to have any distinct idea 
of what it is to love the Lord supremely. Few seem to 
understand that it is to love truth, sincerity, justice, 
benevolence, — all those sacred and vital principles 
which come from God, and which, when received by 
men, make them angels, — images and likenesses of 

8 
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the Heavenly Father. Nor have Christians generally 
known that these divine principles are truly loved only 
so far as they are carried into practice, — ultimated in 
our daily lives and actions." 

" The written Scripture, like the volume of nature, 
abounds in mere appearances of truth, which are very 
different from the real truths that underlie these ap- 
pearances, and which require for their discernment the 
faithful exercise of all our best faculties. The most 
unreasonable and absurd doctrines find some support 
from the letter of Scriptures interpreted without the 
light of reason, or as the natural man is ever inclined 
to interpret it. For whether we consult reason gr 
Scripture, the falsity of the dogma is equally apparent. 
Reason affirms that God is one — one in person as well 
as in essence ; and the Bible sustains the verdict of 
reason. Everywhere in the sacred volume is God pre- 
sented to us as one Being, one Mind, one Eternity, one 
Divine Person, and never as three persons." 

" Because a man has a body as well as a soul, he is 
not therefore two persons ; and because there is a pro- 
ceeding energy or activity resulting from the union of 
soul and body, like the activity of light and heat 
which emanate from the sun, he is not, therefore three 
persons." 

" The heavenly life — the life of unselfish love (and 
whosoever has this, is surely justified), is developed or 
built up within the soul, not by faith alone, or by 
merely believing in the Lord and His Word, but by 
believing and doing the truth." 
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" We all believe in the ministry as a distinct profes- 
sion or use, and in the importance and dignity of the 
office. We all believe, also, in having candidates 
thoroughly educated for this high use, and in their 
being inducted into office by an appropriate ceremony, 
a part of which is ' the imposition of hands/ While 
no one believes that this particular form or ceremony 
of induction into the office is essential to the minister's 
spiritual enlightenment or success in his calling, we 
are in favor of it because of its simplicity, beauty, and 
significance, and because its propriety is repeatedly 
and distinctly recognized in the Writings of the New 
Church." 

" The vast majority of spiritual communications are 
utter delusions, the information of the medium not ex- 
tending a hair's breadth beyond the natural range of 
our spiritual forces." 

*' The Word is the grand repository of spiritual knowl- 
edge. This is what it was intended especially to teach. 
In its genuine spiritual sense it contains all the laws of 
our spiritual life. And between spiritual and natural 
laws there exists a connection like that between the 
soul and the body. Hence it is found that where the 
Word circulates most freely, and is most reverenced, 
studied, and obeyed, and spiritual laws are, therefore, 
best understood, there is always the greatest activity of 
thought even on the lower planes — the most rapid un- 
folding of natural laws and the greatest progress in 
science and the mechanic arts." 

" We remark, first, that the Bible nowhere speaks of 



116 THE THEOLOGIAN, 

the creation of angels. It tells (in the literal sense) of 
the creation of everj'thing else, of the sun and moon, 
the earth and the seas, the vegetable and the animal 
kingdom, and lastly of man, the crowning work of 
the Creator^s hands, but never of angels. As to the 
creation of an order of beings intermediate between 
God and men, the Scripture says not a word." 

" Yes, angels and devils once were men. And 
angels or devils we, too, shall become. So teaches the 
new Doctrine." 

" Only those, then, can go to heaven, who begin on 
earth (when of mature years) to develop and strengthen 
within themselves the life of heaven : which is done 
through religious obedience to the laws of that life — ^by 
shunning all known evils as sins against God. No 
others, after they shall have left the material body, will 
have any desire to go there ; nor could they breathe its 
pure atmosphere, nor endure its light and warmth." 

" Hence no nation has been left without a religion of 
some sort, nor without some religious truth. And the 
form which religion takes in any age or country, and 
the character and amount of religious truth which is 
acknowledged, will depend on the general state of the 
people, and be suited to their state." 

"jH6 alone is Life Itself. And life is forever active. 
Life and inaction are incompatible ideas. The two 
cannot co-exist. One forbids or dissipates the other, 
as surely as light disperses the darkness. God is Life, 
and Life is inseparable from action. Therefore He 
never has ceased and never can cease to work. He not 
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only did create, but is forever creating. He not only did 
make, but is now and forever making men in His own 
image and likeness ; yes, and making worlds, and fit- 
ting them for the abode and sustenance of human 
beings. He is everywhere and always working — always 
creating and preserving ; for it is not in the nature of 
Life to cease from action. This is a central truth. As 
saith the incarnate Word : * My Father worketh hither- 
to, and I work.' " 

^^^ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit.' This — the faithful performance of uses from 
the love of use — is regarded in heaven as the truest 
worship." 

" The doctrines of the various Christian denomina- 
tions are drawn from, and are in agreement with, some 
portions of the literal sense of the Word. Therefore 
they who accept these doctrines reverently and in sim- 
plicity, believing them to be the very doctrines of God's 
Word, and seek to govern their lives according to their 
teachings — shunning all known evils as sins — have, 
deep within their hearts, the essential things contained 
within the doctrines — their very spirit and life." 

" We have seen that, according to Swedenborg, per- 
sons who believe in simplicity what is taught in the 
letter of the Word, and who have no knowledge of its 
spiritual sense, may nevertheless be genuine Chris- 
tians." 

" But because Tripersonalism is a grievous error, we 
must not conclude that all who have subscribed to this 
doctrine are, therefore, in a state of spiritual darkness 
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and death, and incapable of offering a prayer accepta- 
ble unto the Lord. This may be the case with many, 
but there are also many who believe this doctrine in 
simplicity, because it appears to be plainly taught in 
the Word, but whose ruling purpose is to do the will 
of God in all things; and these are not especially 
harmed by it." 

"This * faith alone * dogma has greatly darkened the 
minds of Christians in respect to spiritual things, and 
induced upon the Christian church a state of spiritual 
desolation and death." 

" No : it is not mere errors of. the head, be they ever 
so great or fundamental, but depravity of heart — evils 
of life — selfish and infernal loves — which shut souls 
out of the kingdom of heaven. 

" Hence he often calls the entire angelic heavens in 
the Grand Man — Maximus Homo. But when he tells 
us that heaven is in the human form, his meaning is, 
that it is in true human order ; the word form being 
used by him in the sense in which we use it when speak- 
ing of civil, social, or ecclesiastical affairs. He means 
that the innumerable societies of which heaven con- 
sists are so arranged and adjusted as to express in the 
most perfect manner possible the truly human princi- 
ciples which constitute the very essence of heaven. In 
other words, that the connection, mutual dependence, 
and intercommunication of the societies composing the 
angelic heavens, and the uses they respectively perform, 
correspond to those existing among the various mem- 
bers and organs of the human body and their respect- 
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ive uses. One is a perfect representative image of the 
other." 

" Here we are plainly taught that there will be great 
variety in the church signified by the New Jerusalem, 
and that this variety will not detract from, but rather 
add to, its perfection. It will be a truer and more ex- 
cellent church, because more like the angelic heaven 
from which it descends, on account of such variety. 
We are further taught that this New Church ^ in the 
aggregate ' is described as to its various particulars in 
what is said of * the seven churches in Asia.' " 

" But every church must have an external as well as 
an internal. It cannot exist without it, and the exter- 
nal is as truly a part of the church, and just as essential 
to its completeness, as the skin is a part of the body 
and necessary to its completeness." 

" The promises of the gospel are not to those who 
believe this or that doctrine, but to those whose hearts 
are imbued with something of the Lord's own spirit 
and life, whose ends and aims are pure and unselfish. 
Its blessing is pronounced upon the meek, the merci- 
ful, the poor in spirit, the pure in heart, the seekers 
after righteousness, — graces all pertaining to the will 
and not to the intellect." 

" That men are accepted or rejected of Christ, not on 
account of the doctrines they profess, the truths they 
believe, or the ritual they observe, but on account of 
the motives from which they uniformly act, the good 
or evil they intend and do, and the kind of life which 
is thereby developed within them." 
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" From these passages we learn the exceeding value 
of spiritual truth as a means to the attainment of the 
higher life. The purer and more abundant it is, the 
higher and nobler the life that is placed within our 
reach. Men should search for truth, therefore, as for 
hid treasure, counting it a pearl of great price. They 
should strive to attain the higher views of truth which 
they are capable of comprehending and receiving." 

" Yes : it is the truth which shows us our true 
spiritual condition ; which reveals the real nature of 
the hell within us, and shows us how it is to be sub- 
dued ; which points the way to that heaven, or state 
of bliss, for which we were all created, and encourages 
us to walk therein ; which discloses the dangers and 
the subtle snares that continually beset our pathway ; 
which opens and reveals to our inner consciousness 
something of the divine nature, — something of that 
supreme Goodness, that unutterable Love,.signified by 
the Father in the heavens." 

" Hell is in the soul, and consists essentially in the 
supreme love of self which prompts to all infernal 
deeds. To have hell in the soul, or to be in a state of 
supreme self-love, is to be in hell; just as having 
heaven within, or loving the Lord supremely and the 
neighbor as one's self, is to be in heaven.'^ 

" No one can be forced to heaven ; for no one can be 
forced to shun evils as sins^ nor to love what is good and 
true for its own sake. To go to heaven, we must freely 
comply with the conditions ; and the conditions are, 
that we voluntarily obey the laws of the heavenly life." 
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" All who do not, while here on earth, resist and 
overcome their evil loves, find themselves in that 
'outer darkness * when they enter the other world ; 
for through the indulgence of their evil lusts they shut 
out the light of God and the things of His wisdom 
from their minds." 

"Those, therefore, who are immersed in evil con- 
cupiscences originating in the love of self, are in pre- 
cisely the state which corresponds to being in a 'lake 
that burneth with fire and brimstone.' " 

" Every evil spirit, therefore, as soon as his interior 
character is fully developed, gravitates with unfailing 
certainty toward those who are most like himself. 
Nor does he go reluctantly among his like ; he goes 
there willingly, gladly, joyfully, as thieves and pro- 
fligates on earth go among those of like character. 
He seeks their society in perfect freedom, because he 
finds it congenial ; because he prefers it to the society 
of the good and wise ; and he prefers it because they 
are like himself." 

" Take any class of the most hardened villains you 
can find, — those of a character nearest allied to that of 
devils, such as gamblers, thieves, swindlers, murderers, 
fornicators, pimps, pirates, — does any one imagine that 
these people see themselves to be the dreadful creatures 
they really are? Have they any idea of their terrible 
moral deformity ? " 

" Everywhere and always life seeks that which is in 
agreement with its nature. Nothing else will satisfy 
its cravings. Such is the nature of the devils that the 
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scenery of hell, so dismal and repulsive to our imagin- 
ation, is quite agreeable to ihefm, — more beautiful, in- 
deed, to their eyes than would be the splendors and 
magnificence of heaven. Their life being what it is, — 
degraded, bestial, infernal, — the objects that surround 
them are the very ones with which they are best 
pleased ; for they suit their tastes, being in perfect cor- 
respondence with their lives. To them^ their dens and 
caverns seem preferable to the most gorgeous palaces 
of heaven; their filthy rags more seemly than the 
shining garments of angels ; their fetid stenches more 
grateful to their nostrils than would be the sweetest 
perfumes from the gardens of the blest." 

" To crows and kites the smell of carrion is not un- 
pleasant, but delightful. Owls and bats prefer darkness 
to light. Mire and filth are not unsightly, but beauti- 
ful to the eyes of swine ; and the stench of their own 
sties is quite agreeable to their nostrils. Serpents and 
vipers love the clefts of rocks ; foxes love deserts; rats 
prefer cellars and subterranean regions ; turtles and 
crocodiles seek marshy places ; and to the eyes of wolves 
and bears their own dens, undoubtedly, seem more 
beautiful and home-like than would the palaces of 
kings." 

" It is true that every kind of love has its delights. 
But the nature of the delight is according to the quality 
of the love. The purer the love the more exalted the 
delight. The delights of the devils, therefore, as com- 
pared with those of the angels, are as the delights of 
bears and crocodiles compared with those of Christ-like 
men." 
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" All life, from that of the highest angel in heaven 
down to that of the meanest creature here on earth, has 
its delights. The degree of happiness which each 
creature enjoys depends upon the character of his 
delights ; and the character or exaltation of his delights 
depends on the nature or quality of his love. And as 
far as the human transcends in dignity the bestial life, 
— as far as man surpasses the brute in wisdom or in the 
extent and variety of his powers, — so far has he the 
capacity of enjoyment above — (yes, and of misery below) 
— that of the brutes, and so far does the happiness of the 
angels exceed that of the devils." 

" We see then, that, according to the New doctrines, 
no single individual as chief of the fallen angels, is 
meant by these Scripture terms, but all evil spirits in 
the complex, or some one of the infernal societies with 
whose every act and purpose the whole conspires. 
Devil is the term employed when hell is spoken of with 
more special reference to the evil loves that reign there ; 
and Satan, when it is spoken of with more special refer- 
ence to its false persuasions." 

" Now if man is often used as a collective term to de- 
note the entire human race, and angel in like manner 
to denote the whole angelic heaven, why should not 
deml be used in the same way to denote all evil spirits 
in the complex ? or, as Dr. Bushnell expresses it, * the 
total of bad minds ' ? These are all animated by one 
and the same bad spirit; they all breathe hatred, 
cruelty, revenge, and murder ; they are all joined in an 
alliance of evil ; they all conspire to work deeds of 
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darkness ; and, viewed collectively, what are they but 
one inhuman monster or devil ? " 

" But there is another kingdom in the spiritual 
realm of which the Bible tells us, — a hell of devils. 
These, too, are arranged, in like manner as the angels, 
into many different societies, according to the kinds 
and degrees of evils in which they are. Nor is there 
anything arbitrary or compulsory in this arrangement. 
They come into it in perfect freedom. Each one goes 
into the society for which he has an affinity, — into the 
one whose general character is nearest like his own ; 
and these societies of evil spirits, like those in heaven, 
are all so united, that together they constitute one 
huge monster, called in Scripture * the Devil.' " 

" But if our ends be mean and selfish ; if we are 
heedless of the divine commands, or deaf to the still, 
small voice of duty ; if our prevailing purpose be to 
do our own will rather than the will of God ; then our 
spiritual associates belong to the realms below; we are 
in fellowship with devils ; we breathe the polluting air 
of hell." 

" If, therefore, we would shun hell, we must keep the 
commandments from a religious ground. We must 
regard the evils which they forbid as sins against God, 
and shun them because they are sins" 

" * If thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments.' This is the only way — the way pointed out by 
God's own finger — to escape hell and reach heaven. 
*The commandments' are the laws of the heavenly 
life ; for all life has its laws, and it is only by con- 
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formity to these that the blessings of any kind of life 
can be enjoyed." 

" It is impossible, therefore, to escape hell and win 
heaven through faith alone; that is, by simply learn- 
ing, understanding, and believing the truth. Only 
those who religiously do as the laws of the heavenly 
life require, can hope ever to attain unto that life, or to 
have an inward experience of its joys." 



XII. 

7%e Philosopher — The New Christianity in his Words 

and Principles, 

It was a principle with Mr. Barrett that the qualities 
of the man should decide his fitness for the ministry, 
and these being right the Lord would give him 
strength in all ways to reach his highest possible state 
of usefulness. This method of reasoning may fairly 
be taken to apply to men in all their pursuits. If a 
man has the qualifications and enters with earnest 
delight upon any calling or work, it is safe to predict 
success for him, if he faithfully presses on, leaving the 
outcome to Providence. However weak the faith in 
this fact may be with many who are accustomed to for- 
get the Almighty, and attribute all to themselves, life 
and all its attributes in men are gifts, even momen- 
tarily, from the Lord, who is Life itself. And He 
never neglects even the lowest and vilest. But it is, 
indeed, difficult for men to see this in theit hearts 
however it may be on their lips. And greater is the 
difficulty as the external and sensuous nature becomes 

126 
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dominant. That I lift my hand or move this pen by 
the gift of God and that momentarily, is one of the 
hardest or most difficult things for me to see and truly 
feel, although I may readily say this is so. But this is 
reason, and the true philosophy of life must reach this 
conclusion from whatever point the search is started. 
At the bottom of Mr. Barrett's theories and beliefs was 
this great canon of life. All his qualities and uses 
centered in the one of teacher of the New Christianity. 
As an expounder of the Scriptures, according to the 
Science of Correspondences, none stood above him. 
He read Swedenborg in the original Latin, and few 
New Church thinkers and writers were able to reach 
his standard of accuracy in interpretation. He did 
not at all follow after Swedenborg's peculiar and often 
confusing phraseology. 

Leaving Mr. Barrett as a writer, preacher, theo- 
logian, and philosopher, he stands out with all these 
necessary qualifications as a great teacher of the New 
Christian Religion. Only a few of his words can be 
given here, but the following extracts gathered here 
and there from his writings may best show the princi- 
ples and character of the great doctrines he labored so 
fiaithfully to disseminate, and also of the man whose 
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words and steps were shaped by both the caution 
and the breadth of the true teacher and philosopher. 



" Spiritual truths must needs appear dark and mys- 
tical to persons who have no faith in the reality of a 
spiritual world, and no love for spiritual things." 

" Can the human mind, therefore, unaided by truth 
revealed from heaven, ever disperse the clouds which its 
own reasonings have induced, and which now darken 
its sky by shutting out the beams of heaven's own 
sun ? " 

"Of himself man hath neither goodness nor truth, 
love nor wisdom. All that he receives of these comes 
down to him from the beneficent Lord of life, who is 
Love itself, and the only source of goodness and truth 
to men. The most ancient men of our earth perceived 
this, and from the heart acknowledged it. And so long 
as they thus kept their faces turned toward the Lord, 
the only fountain of life and light to their minds, and 
remained in the inward acknowledgment that all their 
love and wisdom were derived from Him alone, life, 
love, and joy circulated through every avenue of their 
souls." 

" Now in the spiritual world there is no time defined 
by planetary motions, as in this natural world ; yet 
there is an appearance of time, which appearance is 
always according to the mental states of those there. 
We may form some idea of this, if we reflect upon how 
the case is when we dream. Often in our dreams wie 
appear to witness the events of several days, and often 
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to be carried through a much longer period, and all in 
the space of a few moments of actual or natural time. 
The appearance is according to the state of the mind 
and its changes." 

" That some spiritual principles, therefore, enter into 
each and every single object in nature, and stand re- 
lated to it as cause to effect, is a perfectly rational con- 
clusion, and one that is legitimately drawn from prem- 
ises which must be admitted by all who acknowledge 
the existence of a Divine Being. Now the relation be- 
tween certain spiritual principles which proceed from 
the Lord, and the eflfects or forms which these princi- 
ples produce, is what, in New Church phraseology, is 
termed correspondence ; and the knowledge of this re- 
lation between ultimate effects and the spiritual prin- 
ciples which enter into them as their cause, or between 
the forms of things and their essence, is called the 
Science of Correspondences" 

"The reason why this relation of which I have 
spoken, is called correspondence, is, because the peculiar 
organization, shape, color, and all the sensible qualities 
which belong to any object in nature, correspond to the 
quality of the spiritual principle which enters into it 
as its producing cause, as perfectly as the body of a 
man corresponds to his soul. Every natural object 
was created for some particular use in this natural 
world ; and all its sensible properties correspond to this 
natural use, as an effect to its cause ; and this natural 
use corresponds in the same manner to the spiritual 
use of the object, or to the spiritual principle which is 
the cause of its natural use." 

9 
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" Here it should be remarked, that, as every pure and 
heavenly principle is capable of being perverted by 
man, and thus turned into something of an opposite 
nature — every good into its opposite evil, and every 
truth into its opposite falsity — so there are in nature 
forms which embody, and thus represent by correspon- 
dence, these opposite or infernal principles; such, for 
example, are all unclean things, ferocious animals, 
poisonous plants, and venomous reptiles." 

" From what has been said, it will readily be seen 
that a pure correspondence is something quite different 
from tliose figures of speech called metaphor bhA simile, 
wherein one thing is taken to represent another to which 
it bears some analogy. For although a metaphor or 
simile may be a pure correspondence, it may also be, 
and often is, based on the apparent analogy existing 
between things that are the same in kind ; whereas, 
correspondences are based, not on any apparent analogy, 
but on a real and eternal relation subsisting between 
the natural and the spiritual, as that between body and 
soul, or between an effect and its producing cause." 

" One who reflects upon this relation may see that 
it is not arbitrary, nor fanciful, nor in any degree depen- 
dent upon the understanding or will of man ; but that 
it is a law of divine order in creation, as fixed as any 
of the laws of nature, and as exact as the science of 
mathematics. This eternal relation between natural 
and spiritual things, which is called correspondence,, 
exists, because the natural world exists from a spiritual 
cause," 
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" In this principle of correspondence, therefore, ac- 
cording to which the Word is composed, we discover a 
rule, and the only rule, for the spiritual interpretation 
of the Word ; a rule, as we have seen, not arbitrary, 
nor fanciful, nor of any mari^s invention, but orderly, 
rational, and fixed as the laws of creation. Men may 
deny and reject it if they will, but their denial and 
rejection can never alter its truth." 

" For in all created things, from the great sun that 
warms and enlightens us down to the smallest atom 
that quivers in his beams, there is a conjunction of 
love, wisdom, and use, which proceeds from the union 
of divine love, divine wisdom, and divine operation in 
the Lord. Hence in each created object there is a certain 
image of the Divine Trinity, because from the Divine 
person of the Lord all things subsist." 

"Besides, it would be absurd to speak of the practical 
importance of a doctrine, which is acknowledged to be 
unintelligible and mysterious. Only such truth as men 
are able to understand can really be made practical ; 
for no other can be applied to life." 

"^^ As we cannot conceive of light and heat, diffused 
as they now are, and in active operation, without a 
luminous body from which they continually proceed, 
no more can we conceive of truth and love, diffused as 
living principles, without their proceeding from a living, 
self-existent, intelligent and loving Person as their ex- 
ternal source." 

" In every religious system the doctrines are found, 
on a close examination, to be intimately connected. 
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They all have a kind of family likeness. No great and 
glaring falsehood ever stands alone. A single great 
error in any system, whether of philosophy or religion, 
is a thing unheard of. It can stand there only by vir- 
tue of its close alliance with other kindred errors, whence 
also it derives support. So great a falsity, therefore, as 
the old doctrine of infant damnation could no more 
stand alone in any theological system, or as an integral 
portion of a system generally true, than a snow-drift 
could stand in a field where the corn is springing and 
the trees blooming all* around it." 

" It is not possible always to distinguish the good from 
the bad, the regenerate from the unregenerate, the chil- 
dren of God from the children of the devil, in this 
world; and the obvious reason /z^/^y such a thing is not 
possible here, is because men are for the most part in 
the state of their externals while in the flesh. Hearts 
do not always speak on earth as they do in heaven. 
Men's internals are usuallv concealed from each other 
here. You cannot always tell what people really are 
by their outward appearance." 

" Yet the professions, together with the outward con- 
duct of men, are all we have to judge from in deter- 
mining character ; deceptive standards, both of these, as 
every one knows. It is impossible to know from a man's 
profession, or from his belief, what his real character is. 
One man may profess, and may really understand and 
believe true doctrines, derived from the Word, yet for" 
all that, be a bad man ; while another may profess doc- 
trines that are really false, and yet be a good man. We 
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can never know a man's real character from his mere 
outward profession of faith." 

" The chief work in regeneration — by far the most 
difficult part of that great work — consists not in learning 
or understanding^ but in doing the truth." 

" By ' right living/ I suppose you mean willing right 
and acting right ; for both willing and acting are in- 
volved in living. Then your meaning in the last sen- 
tence quoted must be, that the best and truly philo- 
sophical method of finding out God is to think right, 
to feel or will right, and to act right." 

" But you well know that right thinking^ how- 
ever indispensable this may be to right acting, is not 
alone sufficient to constitute one a good man or a gen- 
uine Christian. Therefore you have wisely coupled 
with this, right living. And right living clearly in- 
volves two things : First, a right purpose of the heart 
— a pure motive — a right determination of the will ; 
and second, the ultimation of that right purpose, or the 
carrying of our good intentions into outward act. In 
other words, when the ruling purpose of a man's heart 
is to do right, or, what is the same, to do God's will 
without any thought of recompense, then his motive is 
pure, his will has a right determination ; and when he 
carries his good purpose into effect, that is, when he 
actually does God's will from love to Him, or from a 
desire to please Him, then he lives right." 

" Whatever system of mental philosophy we adopt, 
we shall find, upon a careful analysis and induction, 
that all the faculties of the mind arrange themselves 



134 THE PHILOSOPHER, 

into two great classes, the one intellectual, the other 
emotional. The general divisions of the brain itself, 
according to the disclosures of modern science, furnish 
a solid basis for this classification. The intellectual 
faculties are those by which we think, reason, analyze, 
and judge; and together they constitute the under- 
standing. The emotional are those by which we feel, 
desire, purpose, and love ; and together they constitute 
the will. All of love and affection belongs to the will ; 
all of wisdom and thought to the understanding." 

" But then there is always, as you are doubtless well 
aware, some particular kind of love in every man 
which is stronger than all the rest, and which may, 
therefore, properly enough be called his ruling love. 
This ruling love constitutes his life. It enters into 
and imparts its own quality to all his other loves. It 
mingles with all his desires, affects all his feelings, 
sliapes all his thoughts, colors all his actions ; so that 
a man may be said to be altogether such as his ruling 
love is. Thus, if a man's ruling love be the love of 
himself, this love will pervade his whole being, — will 
enter into all he thinks and says and does. If he 
does an act that is outwardly good, he will do it from 
a selfish motive and for a selfish end ; and viewed in- 
wardly, as to its prompting motive — viewed in relation 
to himself — the act is seen to be not good in reality, 
but only in appearance. It is inwardly defiled with 
the evil of self love." 

"Many good people, we know, often err through 
ignorance. Their hearts are comparatively unenlight- 
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ened. They have an abundance of love in their wills, 
but have not a corresponding measure of truth in 
their understandings. • The errors of such people may 
not be sins — are not sins, if they have availed them- 
selves of the opportunities of becoming enlightened 
which Providence has placed within their reach. Or, 
if sins, they are such as are not imputed to them, — 
such as God ever ^ winks at ' — sins of ignorance." 

" You will concede, then, I think, that our higliest 
conception of human character, or of a human being, 
is not realized until we have a wise and enlightened 
head united to a pure and loving heart. Truth in the 
understanding must be married to love in the will, so 
that the two shall exist and act together as one, like 
true conjugial partners, or like the heart and lungs in 
man. This is the union which God designed should 
exist in every human soul, — a union which does exist 
in every true and thoroughly regenerate soul, — viz. : 
the union of the head with the heart, or of truth in 
the understanding with love in the will." 

" It is necessary that love in the will be united to 
truth in the understanding, and that these go forth 
unitedly and ultimate themselves in a life of active use- 
fulness. In other words, your perfect man, or one hav- 
ing the measure of an angel, must not be a do-nothing 
or an idler in this world of ours. He must be a worker, 
— must perform vses. Indeed, he cannot help working, 
since it is the very nature of love and wisdom, when 
united in the soul, to go forth and ultimate themselves 
in acts of beneficence and mercy. Therefore, a good 
and regenerate man is, and must be, a busy man." 
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" These three, then, will^ understanding, and action, are 
what essentially constitutes man^ . . " Take away 
either one of these elements, and the idea conveyed by 
the word man is destroyed. Therefore, the Trinity in 
man is the union of three essential elements; and al- 
though we can think and speak of each element 
separately, we know that they have not, and can not 
have, any separate and independent existence." 

" The will is the receptacle of all that a man loves or 
calls good ; and the understanding is the receptacle of 
all he thinks or calls true (wisdom) ; and their action is 
the receptacle of their use or power, or is the method 
by which the will and understanding seek to embody 
themselves in an ultimate form. So that every work 
that a man does is but the effect of the combined 
activity of his will and understanding, or, what is the 
same thing, of his love and wisdom." 

" The Bible nowhere speaks of God's conscience ; and 
what is conscience in man ? Not a separate and distinct 
faculty, surely, but a perception or judgment of our 
own actions, as good or bad, right or wrong, and a con- 
sequent inward approval or condemnation of the same, 
or of ourselves on account of them. And who cannot 
see that such perception or judgment, accompanied by 
such inward approval or condemnation, depends in all 
cases upon the state of the heart and head? That is, 
upon the quality of love in the will, and of wisdom in 
the understanding ? Every one's conscience, therefore, 
is according to the degree of his enlightenment and 
spiritual renovation — which is only another way of say- 
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ingjit is according to the state of his understanding and 
will." 

" I regard this as one of the surest tests of the truth 
or falsity of any doctrine, viz., its legitimate practical 
tendency.^^ 

" This being conceded, we may assume, as a sure and 
safe test of any doctrine, its obvious practical tendency. 
If the doctrine, when carried out in practice, is seen to 
exert a beneficent influence, or if its evident tendency 
is to develop a higher and nobler manhood, and so to 
lead the believer onward and upward in the path to 
heaven, then the doctrine cannot be false ; and if its 
legitimate tendency be clearly the opposite of this, that 
is evidence that the doctrine cannot be true." 

" We know that in the great volume of nature there 
are many appearances of truth which are quite different 
from the truth itself. Indeed, among the works of God 
the absolute truth seldom lies on the surface." 

" But can you conceive of a being capable of faith, 
hope, and charity, capable of thinking, reasoning, re- 
joicing and loving, without some kind of an organized 
form ? Or can you conceive of a being endowed with 
human capacities without possessing the human form ? 
I cannot." 

" Among the deep and strong yearnings of every 
good man's heart, none perhaps, are deeper or stronger 
than his yearning for a peaceful home. It is felt as a 
central want of the soul ; and as such, we would expect 
that due provision would be made for its gratification 
in the hereafter." 
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** The face is, to some extent, the index of the mind 
even in this world. The thoughts and emotions of the 
soul are more or less legibly imprinted thereon. But 
in the spiritual world the power of thought and feeling 
is so supreme, that they mould the face of everyone 
into exact correspondence with themselves. Therefore, 
the angels are inconceivably beautiful, because nothing 
but the most exalted beauty could fitly image the noble- 
ness and exaltation of their thoughts or the sweetness 
and purity of their love." 

" Besides our outer and visible record, seen and read 
of men on earth, there is an inner and invisible record 
which every soul makes for itself, and which only the 
Allseeing Eye can accurately read. Evjery man has a 
book of life, which he himself has written. Even now 
is each one engaged in writing that book — writing it 
every day and every hour, in living and inextinguish- 
able characters." 

" I know of no surer test of truth than this : the 
legitimate tendency, or effect upon character, of what 
is taught. If this be good, the teaching cannot be false ; 
and if it be bad, the teaching cannot be true. For * a 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit,' saith the Lord. 
Nor can false teaching on any subject tend to purify the 
motives, exalt the aims, enlarge the sympathies, or en- 
noble the life." 

" The secrets of universal nature have been rapidly 
unfolding, and new discoveries still succeed each other 
almost with the rapidity of thought ; and we can fix 
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no limit to this progress in knowledge of the material 
universe. There is no limit To suppose one, were to 
suppose that the Infinite may be exhausted, and to 
deny the indefinite enlargement or receptivity of the 
human mind." 

** There are natural day and night, and spiritual day 
and night ; day and night in the natural or sensuous 
realm, and day and night in the soul ; and they corre- 
spond one to the other. When the earth ^s face is turned 
toward the sun, it is day-time in the world ; and when 
the human heart (man^s spiritual face) is turned toward 
the Lord, it is day-time in the soul. But when the 
earth is turned away from the sun, it is night in the 
world ; and when the heart is turned away from the 
Lord, it is night in the soul." 

*' There is a science of spiritual as well as natural 
things, and we should expect a progressive advance in 
the one as well as in the other." 

" To teach that we are justified and saved by faith 
onlyj were the same as to say that a person may be 
healed of a physical malady by simply believing in the 
medical knowledge and skill of his physician, and idth- 
out following his directions or taking his medicine." 

" So true is it that mind has its sphere as well as 
matter ; or that human thoughts, desires, and feelings 
have extension, and diffuse themselves, like a subtle 
atmosphere, more or less widely according to their 
depth and intensity." 

" Now, man, while he lives in this world, consists of 
two parts which are quite distinct and totally different 
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in their nature, yet intimately united. These are 
spirit and matter ; a soul and a body ; a spirit and a 
material organism. As to our spiritual part, we are 
always in the spiritual world, and can be nowhere else. 
That world is the souPs native home. And we are 
there (in spirit) associated with one or another class of 
spirits, who exert an influence upon us for good or for 
evil according to their character." 

" In consequence of this, every thing done by the 
hand of man must have been mentally wrought out 
first. It must have had a prior spiritual existence in 
the thought of the understanding and in the desire of 
the will. But our thoughts and desires are none of 
them self-begotten. They are none of them originate 
in ourselves. Every thought and feeling, before we 
become conscious of it, exists in the spiritual world, 
and flows into our minds from mental spheres there 
which are kindred to our own." 

" Every individual has some ruling love, a love that 
continually acts as an impelling force within him, even 
without his being conscious of its presence. This love 
is his life. It shapes his thoughts and words, and di- 
rects all his activities. The quality of his life, there- 
fore, is that of his ruling love. Oftentimes this love 
lies deeply concealed, and does not reveal itself to others 
here on earth. But in the Hereafter all disguises are 
thrown off*, and the interiors are laid open ; and what- 
ever had been assumed for the sake of appearance or 
credit among men, is rejected, and the ruling love is 
made manifest by being acted out" 
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" The soul very soon stamps its own complexion on 
a man's entire surroundings. The outer soon acquires 
the color and the key of our inner world ; becomes 
beautiful and harmonious if there be beauty and har- 
mony within, but ugly and discordant if deformity and 
discord are in the soul." 

" Now, mind has its laws as well as matter. There 
are laws of the soul as well as of the body. And it is 
just as essential to the health of the soul — as essential, 
therefore, to human happiness — that these spiritual 
laws be obeyed, as it is to the body's health and com- 
fort that we obey the laws of our physical being. All 
these laws are divine — are God's laws ; and none of them 
can be transgressed with impunity. If the soul's laws 
be violated, the soul will be sick and suffer, and unhap- 
piness will ensue, as certainly as bodily sickness and 
suflFering follow the transgression of the body's laws." 

" In the light of this new doctrine it is clear that if 
we ever go to heaven we must begin on earth to form 
a heavenly character." 

" Every man, when he passes into the spiritual world, 
takes his own character with him. He goes there pre- 
cisely the same individual that he was internally while 
living in the flesh. His inner and spiritual life as to 
all its predominant characteristics, remains, and the 
process of forming this inner life is a process of clari- 
fying or obscuring the spiritual vision — of improving 
or impairing the soul's eyesight." 

" Almost every one has an instinctive perception that 
there exists an intimate relation between the beautiful 
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and the good — a relation so intimate that the former is 
the divinely ordained representative of the latter. We 
all feel an instinctive repugnance to connecting inno- 
cence and virtue with dismal scenes or unsightly ob- 
jects, for we recognize their native disagreement, or 
unsuitableness to each otlier, while inward evil and 
outward ugliness seem naturally to belong together." 

" Every individual on earth strives to create around 
himself (and succeeds if he has the means and oppor- 
tunity) an outward or objective world which is in exact 
correspondence with his inner or mental world, — that 
is, so far as relates to the natural degree of his mind. He 
impresses himself, as to this degree, on whatever he 
makes or causes to be made. His own mind, his coarse- 
ness or his culture, his refined taste or his absence of it, 
is visibly stamped on all around him, — on the house he 
builds, the furniture he orders, the pictures he buys, the 
trees he plants, and the flowers he cultivates." 

"Everything that exists must exist in some form. 
And the forms of all things will be found to correspond 
to their essential nature, or to the kind of life that de- 
termines their forms. The form always corresponds to 
the essence. The ox, the eagle, the lion, the dove, each 
has a form suited to its needs, or correspondent to its 
own peculiar life. It follows that the higher and nobler 
the life, the more beautiful and perfect will be the form ; 
otherwise there would be no correspondence of one with 
the other." 

" Now, the logical inference from all this is, that 
natural relationships terminate when the body dies, and 
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new and higher relationships are then established; and 
that these new relationships rest upon higher or more 
interior ground, and are determined by people's spiritual 
resemblance or proximity to each other. The mem- 
bers of the same family on earth are said to be closely 
related ; and they are so naturally. But this is simply 
a flesh and blood relationship, — often nothing more ; 
and as such we should expect it to cease when the body 
dies." 

" The conclusion, therefore, seems irresistible, that 
the natural relationships of this world will not be con- 
tinued in the world beyond ; but that new relationships 
based upon interior and spiritual resemblances, will be 
established there." 

" Every one will, therefore, be permitted to see and 
recognize the friends he has known and loved on earth, 
and to remain in their company so long as may be 
mutually agreeable." 

" In the intermediate state or world of spirits, where 
all, being still in externals, appear as they did on earth, 
friends and natural relatives meet and recognize each 
other, and remain together as long as they desire. But 
when their natural memory and affections have faded 
or become quiescent, and they have entered into the 
state of their interiors, then natural relations cease to 
be remembered or thought of; and if their characters 
are essentially unlike, they will no longer desire to re- 
main together, having no affinity for each other." 

" What sort of a face do people of high culture and a 
truly Christian spirit commonly regard as most beauti- 
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fill ? Is it not that combination of features and that 
expression which reveals the most and the highest order 
of minds f — that which expresses the noblest qualities 
of heart in union with the most exalted powers of intel- 
lect? — that which seems in the highest degree instinct 
with the divine attributes of wisdom and love? To a 
cultivated mind that face, and that only, is beautiful, 
which reveals a beautiful soul ; and it is beautiful just 
in the degree that it expresses the thoughts, feelings, 
aspirations, and hopes of such a soul. A person's face 
speaks as plainly as his lips, and often more truth- 
fully." 

" If it is true that ' a man's wisdom maketh his face 
to shine,' it is equally true that a wicked heart will, in 
time, mould the countenance into an exact image of its 
wickedness." 

" It is certain, then — nothing, indeed can be more 
so, — that the human countenance was intended by the 
Creator to be the perfect image of the heart's affections. 
The face was plainly meant to be the mirror of the 
soul." 

"God is the only absolute Life, and the infinite 
Fountain of life to the angels and men. And Life it- 
self is forever young and vigorous, forever fresh and 
new. And since the angels are continually becoming 
more and more perfect, — continually being conjoined 
more closely with the Lord, — continually receiving 
fresh increments of life from the One only Fountain 
of life, therefore they must be always advancing to- 
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ward a state of ever-increasing vigor, bloom, and 
beauty." 

" The spiritual body, while yet in the flesh, grows 
with the material, — indeed it is the growth of the 
spiritual which causes that of the material ; what then 
is to hinder its continued growth after it leaves the 
flesh ? It is not natural but spiritual substance that 
feeds the soul while in the natural body ; and will it 
not have the same food, and the same means of growth 
therefore, after this body dies ? " ' 

" A house everywhere stands as the representative 
image of home. It is the symbol of those home-born, 
home-bred, and home-felt joys which constitute ' that 
best portion of a good man's life.' " 

" The houses in heaven, we are told, correspond to 
the character or internal state of those who live in 
them. They are the visible representatives of the rul- 
ing loves of their occupants. And so exact is the 
correspondence that no angel can dwell permanently 
in any other house than his own; for no other would 
be in correspondence with this state of life. His house 
is, in fact, a normal outbirth from his own state, built 
up or created from it and in correspondence wdth it." 

" In the spiritual world everyone's own state deter- 
mines not only the character of his habitation, but 
his place of abode and all his surroundings. And he 
can feel perfectly at home nowhere but in the midst of 
surfoundings which are in correspondence with his 
inner life. This is both reasonable and probable. The 
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same law is operative among men on earth, and with 
close approximation to the same results. The charac- 
ter of everyone does, in time, reveal itself to some 
extent in his earthly surroundings; and there is ever 
a strong tendency in this direction." 

*^The same truth is further evinced by the well- 
known fact that the soul of the same individual in- 
stinctively craves dififerent garments when in different 
states.'^ 

" We have ample warrant for affirming that garments, 
even in this world, subserve a spiritual as well as a 
natural use; that they are required not less to satisfy 
the wants and appetences of the soul than the eminent 
needs of the body." 

" We learn from this that all who die in infancy and 
childhood go directly to heaven. They are not angels, 
however, immediately after their decease, for they lack 
the intelligence and wisdom necessary to constitute an 
angel. They have the same infantile mind which 
they had while in the flesh ; for the death of the body 
works no change in the spiritual organism. So long, 
therefore, as they are without intelligence and wisdom 
they are not angels, although in the society of angels." 

"It is true that children take with them into the 
other world all the evil proclivities with which they are 
born into this world. But their evils are never appro- 
priated ; that is, thev never become their own by actual 

life." 

" Clearly, then, do marriages here on earth, be they 
fortunate or unfortunate, prove that the soul is deeply 
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involved in this relation ; that it has a want herein 
which nothing else but union with some kindred soul 
can fully satisfy. And because it is a souFs want, it 
must endure so long as the soul endures; and in 
heaven, therefore, it cannot fail of its full gratification." 

" We see that marriages in heaven result necessarily 
from the nature, constitution, and wants of the soul, and 
from the obvious fact that each one preserves his own 
identity in the Hereafter, and takes with him into the 
other world all that appertains to his immortal part, 
— all his dominant thoughts, inclinations, dispositions, 
and feelings. For marriage is a necessity of our human 
nature in its highest and most perfect state." 

" Clearly this : That life in heaven must be one of 
intense activity. The denizens of the celestial realms 
must be actively and usefully employed." 

" Every one knows, too, that the idle man is never 
a happy man. The soul does not expand but collapses 
by idleness. It does not grow but withers under it." 

" This, then, is an everlasting law, a law to which 
angels in heaven and men on earth are alike subject, 
that the rich treasures of the heart are increased by 
being used, and diminished if not used." 

" Now, there is no death in heaven, consequently no 
decay. All is life there. And since in all living things 
on earth there is constant progress up to the time when 
death commences, therefore (reasoning analogically) we 
must conclude that progress in heaven is unending. 
Analogy justifies the inference that so long as there is 
orderly life without decay in any created subject, so 
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long must there continue to be a progressive improve- 
ment in the recipient forms, and a constant increase in 
the fulness and perfection of that life." 

" According to the teaching of the New Church, sex 
belongs to the soul not less than to the body ; and it is, 
therefore, eternal in its duration as the soul itself. And 
since the death of the body works no change in the 
soul, it leaves the sexes, with all their essential longings 
and characteristics, the same in the spiritual as they 
are in the natural world." 

" If we look at the wide diversity existing among 
men in respect to hereditary endowments, and duly 
consider the different moral and religious influences by 
which they are surrounded from their infancy, the dif- 
ferent intellectual training to which they are subjected, 
the different doctrines taught them by their parents 
and religious teachers, and the different ways in which 
the Scriptures may be understood because of their 
adaptation to the various states of the human mind, we 
shall see how improbable it is that Christians will ever 
come to a perfect agreement in all their doctrinal 
beliefs." 

" Doctrines, then, or professed beliefs, are no certain 
criterions by which to judge of the real character of the 
believers. Men may believe like angels, yet live like 
devils." 

" A pure and holy life is not incompatible with the 
belief or profession of many and great errors." 

" Human life is the noblest and most exalted kind of 
life. Human wants are more numerous, and the human 
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faculties are higher, more enlarged and varied than 
those of any other creature. Therefore the human form, 
through whose instrumentality alone these faculties 
can manifest themselves, is the perfection of all forms. 
God Himself, who is the perfection of all that is human, 
is in this form. He is a perfect Divine Man." 

" Now, it is well known that the human hody is the 
most complex structure in all God's universe. There 
is no other created thing which consists of so many 
parts; yet no two of these are formed precisely alike. 
Some of them differ widely both in form and function. 
But notwithstanding the endless number and diversity 
of parts, they are all mutually dependent, mutually 
adapted to each other's wants, and work together in 
admirable harmony. Every organ, however minute, 
has its post assigned and its appropriate work given it 
to do." 

" But it is the state of each one's heart which deter- 
mines his character. If it be the supreme and govern- 
ing purpose of his life to know and do the will of the 
Lord, his heart is right in the sight of his Maker, and 
his character has, and is continually receiving more 
and more, the impress of heaven." 

" A truly good and heavenly character can result only 
from cherishing pure motives and pursuing heavenly 
ends ; while the opposite kind of character is as sure 
to result from cherishing base motives and pursuing 
selfish and worldly ends. It is the end that a man 
aims at, and not the truth he accepts or the doctrines 
he believes, which determines his real character." 
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" So with every sinful habit in which a man indulges. 
The longer it is pursued the more fully does the evil 
inclination take possession of him, the more overmas- 
tering becomes its sway, the darker his understanding, 
and the weaker his inclination to return to the path of 
innocence and rectitude." 

" If heaven could be given by an act of immediate 
mercy, undoubtedly all would finally go there, and 
there would be no hell. But it cannot. It is an in- 
ternal state which cannot be developed or reached 
without the individuaPs oi/;n vo/i^ion and active co-opera- 
tion. The heavenly character must be developed, the 
heavenly organism and tissues must be formed, else 
the light and warmth of that sweet realm would be as 
uncongenial as our atmosphere is to fishes, or as the 
light of the noonday sun is to owls and bats." 

" No argument for the non-eternity of the hells can 
be based upon the omnipotence of the Divine will, un- 
less it can be shown that this will with reference to 
man is never frustrated. And in order to show this, we 
must concede that all the abominable deeds which men 
commit are done in accordance with the will of God. 
For if not, then the omnipotence of that will does not 
always insure the accomplishment of the Divine pur- 
pose." 

" If he were a machine, he might be dealt with as a 
machine ; and the builder or operator would alone be 
responsible for its movements or defects. But being 
man, and endowed with the faculties of liberty and 
rationality, he becomes himself responsible for his 
actions and his character. His salvation and happi- 
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ness are not things that can be forced upon hiin, — no, 
not even by Omnipotence itself. They are states to be 
freely chosen, sought after, labored for, by himself, and 
in no other possible way can they ever be attained." 

" A vegetable germ unfolds into a plant or tree ac- 
cording to an implanted instinct or law of its nature, 
and without volition. But is there any human germ, 
hidden away in the inmost or elsewhere of the human 
spirit, — can there be any, that will ever develop into 
true manhood or womanhood in like manner ? — that 
is, without conscious volition on the part of the indi- 
vidual? And if the properly human or heavenly 
growth can never take place without volition, how can 
the needed volition spring up in the soul of one who 
has passed the ordeal of judgment, and become 
thoroughly and supremely selfish ? " 

" True, there is but one life, and all life in deriva- 
tive forms is one and the same in its origin. The same 
exhaustless Fountain that vitalizes the organism of the 
sheep supplies the wolf also with life. The form into 
which the life flows makes all the difference in its 
quality or manifestations. And we cannot conceive 
how a wolf could be changed into a sheep without such 
a complete change in its entire organism as would 
utterly destroy its identity." 

" Why is not the wolf or the bear morally responsi- 
ble? Why is every other creature incapable of sin? 
Simply because man alone is endowed with what be- 
longs to no other creature, — a moral sense, — the power 
to discriminate and the liberty to clioose between jus- 
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ticeand injustice, right and wrong; or, in other words, 
with the faculties of rationality and liberty, which alone 
distinguish him from the brute creation and make him 
man." 

" There is everywhere and always a penalty attached 
to the violation of law. This is both wise and right. 
Otherwise laws would be without meaning and without 
force." 

" Consider, now, that as to our spirits we are always 
living in the spiritual world, even while clothed with 
material flesh and blood ; and are actually associated 
with one or the other class of spirits above described. 
We may flee the society of persons in the flesh, but we 
can never be alone. We can never rid ourselves of the 
society of spirits. Wherever we are an invisible com- 
pany attends us, in solitude no less than in society. We 
do not see them, nor sensibly perceive their influence." 

" There is a universal law that governs all associa- 
tions in the spiritual world, — those in hell as well as 
those in heaven. It is a law of spiritual affinity." 

" So we may say, men are born into the kingdom of 
heaven, — ^that is, born saints or angels, in the same way 
that they are born artists, mechanics, scholars, states- 
men. For they inherit naturally the capacity or apti- 
tude for each of these; and some have by inheritance 
a larger capacity or aptitude than others. But they 
become neither the one nor the other without personal 
effort and much self-imposed labor, without first learn- 
ing certain principles or laws, and reducing these laws 
to practice." 



MR. BARRETT AS HE LOOKED TO 
THOSE WHO KNEW HIM BEST. 



PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS 
BY HIS CHILDREN. 
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XIII. 

Personal Recollections. 

These recollections of my beloved father I here 
record at the urgent request of many of his friends. 

Keenly do I feel my inability to do anything like 
justice to the subject. So brave, so noble, so true, so 
unceasing in his efforts after the highest and best for 
himself and for all, so patient and unflinching in his 
discipline of himself; how can I speak of him at all 
without seeming to those who did not know him to 
use exaggeration ? 

I can give only a very crude outline of him, lacking 
the artist hand to portray him as he really was ; but I 
gladly record a few of my recollections, for it is a de- 
light for me to live them over again. But let me say 
here that I do not look upon my father as a faultless 
man, nor as one who did not make his own mistakes 
in life. Mine are not the eyes of a blind love, but only 
eyes blinded by hate could fail to see in him a God-like 
nature triumphing continually, more and more, over 
obstacles within and without, which, had he not relied 
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upon the Divine source of all strength, must have 
crushed any human being. 

The strength, buoyancy, and cheer of my father^s 
nature, together with his open-handed generosity (with 
his own, not other people's property), were two of his 
most prominent characteristics. 

Of a positive nature, his influence was always one of 
power ; and whatever cause he really espoused, it was 
done with a heartiness and forgetfulness of self not 
often met with. 

One of my early recollections of him is of a conversa- 
tion (the very words of which seem stereotyped upon 
my brain) which took place at our breakfast table when 
I was a child of but five or six years. 

The fugitive slave law had just been passed and my 
father, learning the fact from the morning paper, 
brought his fist dow^n on the table with a thump that 
made the dishes dance, saying: " A more infamous law 
was never foisted upon any people ! I for one shall 
break it every chance I get and I'll go out of my way 
for the chance." 

To which my mother, of a more timid nature, said : 
"You surely would not break the laws of your coun- 
try ? '' 
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" Yes," said my father, " when the laws of my country 
are opposed to the laws of God I will go out of my way 
to break them." 

My mother replied : " You cannot do it without suf- 
fering the punishment which is meted out to law- 
breakers." 

" Then," said my father, " 111 take the punishment, 
whether it be imprisonment or hanging ; but I'll break 
that infamous law every chance I get and I'll. go out of 
my way for the chance." 

At this my childish imagination pictured my be- 
loved father being hung for breaking some law, I did 
not know what, and the misery of it clung to me for 
days. 

It was not long before he had an opportunity of put- 
ting his threat into action. 

A man calling at his office one day, in a very affable 
and suave manner began his conversation by saying 
that he had been to hear my father preach on the pre- 
vious Sunday, and had enjoyed his sermon immensely, 
it had given him so many new and helpful thoughts, 
etc., etc. After talking genially and pleasantly for half 
an hour or more, he finally broached the real object of 
his call by saying that he was in the city (Chicago) 
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hunting up some lost property, in which search he 
thought perhaps my father could help him. 

Further inquiry bringing to light the fact that it was 
a runaway slave he was after, I can easily imagine 
the suppressed wrath and flashing eye with which my 
father said to him : " That must have been a very bad 
sermon you heard me preach last Sunday, if, on the 
strength of it, you think I am the man to help you 
find a runaway slave. I think I shall burn that ser- 
mon. If it could leave such an impression in any man^s 
mind it is surely not fit for anything but the fire." 

The man, however, urged his right to his property (in 
pursuit of which he had the law on his side) until 
my father finally said to him : " The temper of this 
community is rather warm toward slave hunters; 
such a man was tarred and feathered and ridden on a 
rail through the city not many weeks ago. A train 
leaves Chicago for the South by such a road, at such 
an hour (mentioning the time). I am not a man to 
encourage violence, but I shall surely let our citizens 
know that you are in town, hunting for a runaway 
slave, and I will not be responsible for what they may 
do to you if you are still in the city after the departure 
of that train." 
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The man left town on the train mentioned and with- 
out his slave. 

In spite of the strength of his conviction and feeling 
on this question of slavery, one of his dearest and best 
beloved friends was at that time a slave holder and a 
firm believer in the system, even to the extent of writ- 
ing a tract on the " Divine Institution of Slavery." 
These two were men of strong and positive convictions 
which they freely expressed to each other, both by 
letter and in conversation, and yet, for a period of over 
forty years the loving and tender friendship between 
them was as beautiful as it was unusual. So thoroughly 
did they enjoy each other's companionship and so en- 
tirely did each respect the freedom of the other that 
even such opposite views upon so vital a point could 
not break the bond that united them. 

A boyish love of fun and innocent amusement my 
father retained through his whole life. I can see him 
now as he drove with us all, when we were children, on 
a bright afternoon in May, up the Orange Mountain, 
whistling the tune he remembered as the delight of his 
boyhood, it always being played on the Fourth of July 
at the general muster. It was the apple-blossom time, 
and as we reached a certain point we looked down over 
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acres of apple-trees in full bloom ; the soft breeze wafted 
their perfume to us, the robins sang their cheeriest, 
my father whistled and told us stories of his boyhood, 
and we all seemed a part of the glad life about us. 

A little further along he called our attention to a 
magnificent oak tree standing by itself on a hill-top, 
and asked if we could find one to equal this among 
those standing in the woods hard by. When we 
could not, he made a little lesson of it, explaining 
that the trees that were huddled together crowded 
each other, and kept off not only the wind and rain, 
but also the sunshine, which touched them only here 
and there, while the one that stood alone, although 
it had the hardest time of it, having to bear the bufiet- 
ing of the winds and storms on all sides without the 
protection of the others, was strengthened and de- 
veloped all around the better from this very fact ; and 
then, too, the sun could reach it on every side, as well 
as the rain and the storms. Then he told us people 
were like trees in this respect, that those who lived 
continually sheltered by others could not develop the 
same degree of strength as those who stood more alone 
and took the storms, as well as the sunshine of God's 
love, on all sides. 
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So simple and interesting did he make what he said 
that I never see a fine tree standing alone without this 
afternoon's ride, with its sweet apple blossoms, its sing- 
ing birds, and its object lesson in fortitude, coming 
clearly to mind. 

Another little lesson, to prevent all fear of a thunder 
storm, he taught us over and over again, by sitting on 
the piazza with us and getting us to count the full, 
strong beat of his pulse, a child at each wrist, to see 
how many pulsations there were between the flash and 
the sound, and find out in this way how many miles 
distant was the storm. And the lessons accomplished 
their purpose in banishing all fear of thunder storms, 
from which in childhood he had suffered greatly. 

My sister has written of him as follows : — 

" My earliest recollection of father is of listening to 
his original stories. I remember one in particular 
about some naughty toads that ran away from home 
and were lost and had to have a toad bell-man sent out 
to find them ; it delighted my childish fancy so that I 
had to hear it over and over again ; and also another 
one about a chipmunk. 

" Another thing that stands out clearly in my mem- 
ory is the evening frolics he used to have with us 
after supper. The game of 'Boo' was especially ex- 
citing to me, when we would chase him all over the 
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house, and suddenly he would jump out at us from 
some unexpected corner and send us shrieking with 
delight down to the sitting room, but only to make a 
fresh start, all on our tip-toes. We must have made 
considerable racket, but mother did not seem to object, 
and I guess it was a real refreshment to father after 
sitting at his desk all day. • 

" He was an uncommonly good reader, and by his 
reading aloud to us in the evenings I became familiar 
with some of our finest poems. He had a most happy, 
buoyant disposition when in good spirits and not 
worried — and then, on the other hand, how he would 
go down into the very depths at times ; and, being so 
strong, carry the whole household with him. Like veri- 
table thermometers, our spirits rose and fell with his. 

" He was generous almost to a fault, and would have 
been glad to lavish us with worldly goods could he 
have done so without the sacrifice of higher things. 
I well remember what a trial it was to him to be 
denied that pleasure and the dreadful fits of despond- 
ency that would come over him toward Christmas time 
when he felt that he had no money he could rightly 
spend on gifts. 

" Being so strong himself, I think he had rather a 
contempt for weakness of any kind, and as I was of a 
somewhat tearful disposition as a child, I don't think 
I ever got very near him, or really appreciated his splen- 
did, noble qualities until I was a woman grown and 
had children of my own. He was one of the heartiest 
laughers I ever heard, and it was a pleasure to set him 
going. 
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" Frank, warm, and open-hearted in all his dealings 
with others, he was an easy prey for anyone who 
chose to work upon his sympathies ; and many a time 
he was the victim of over-confidence, and many an- 
other time he might have been saved from such had 
he listened to mother's timely warnings, for her intui- 
tions were keener than his. What a standing fund for 
amusement was his talking over the trip to Europe 
with us all, and how exultant and enthusiastic we often 
became over this imaginary trip, until, to my childish 
fancy, it was quite a real thing! But, like the old 
man in the poem, he * never saw Carcasson.' How 
delightfully infectious was his enthusiasm ! — and it kept 
him young long past the time when most men are con- 
sidered old. How he would enter into a game with his 
children and grandchildren with as much heartiness 
and buoyancy as any of them I" 

Although naturally a student and loving his books 
better than anything in the world, my father never 
ignored his duties as a citizen, and whatever affected 
the comfort or well-being of the community could 
be sure of his co-operation at whatever personal sac- 
rifice. 

At one time, while living in Orange, N. J., when the 
place was much smaller than now, the Morris and Essex 
Railroad, — the only road by which the town's folk could 
reach New York, — accommodated the people so poorly 
that my father, with a number of others of similar 
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mind, determined not to put up with it; so, after fruit- 
less appeals to the company for a better service, they 
started a line of omnibusses to Newark, where better 
train accommodations could be secured, and continued 
to run it until the railroad was glad to yield to their 
just demands and gave the town the accommodations 
wanted. 

Again, while serving on the -school board in the same 
town, he found the public schools in so run-down and 
wretched a condition that he determined to do all in 
his power to improve them, and, together with others, 
succeeded in getting up so much popular interest in 
the matter that a good deal was accomplished; so 
much, indeed, that one of the real old Jersey Blue's, 
who owned a good deal of property, was so alarmed 
over the prospect of increased taxes, for a cause which 
he thought of no account whatever, considering the 
fact that he had no children of an age to attend the 
schools, that he went to the legislature and used money 
and influence sufficient to have the part of the town in 
which he lived set off as a separate township. 

At this time, also, my father worked hard to induce 
the school board to agree to pay an efficient woman 
(who was to take the place of a very inefficient man as 
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principal of one of the schools) the same price that the 
man had received; but in this he was defeated, the 
sentiment of the board being in favor of getting the best 
service possible for the least money, and he was unable 
to make them see the injustice of their decision. 

His patriotism was intense ; loyalty to his country was 
with him second only to loyalty to his Lord and Saviour. 
When the Republican party was being formed my 
father was active in helping it along (believing it neces- 
sary for the best interests of the country) ; and through 
his influence and assistance a Rocky Mountain Hut 
was built in the town, where many strong men ad- 
dressed the people, and many of these speakers were 
entertained at our house. 

When the War of the Rebellion broke out my eldest 
brother was one of the first to respond to his country's 
call for men, and in this he had my father's hearty 
sympathy and approval. Later, when it became neces- 
sary to draft* men for the service, he wrote to a South- 
ern friend after this manner : " My eldest son is doing 
his part toward maintaining the Union. I am too old 
to be drafted, but if my country needs me, my years will 
not prevent me from ofiering her my services freely." 

At the time of the riot in New York City, in 18G3, 
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when it was feared that the disturbance might spread 
to the neighboring town in which we lived, my father 
was one among other citizens who shouldered a musket 
and patrolled the streets in the interest of law and 
order until the excitement was past. 

Whatever seemed to him true and right he was al- 
ways ready to stand by and work for, no matter how 
much of personal discomfort or suffering it might 
bring to either himself or others, for he clearly realized 
that lasting peace and happiness could only exist upon 
foundations of truth and justice. This characteristic 
was prominent throughout his life; one of the first 
serious tests of it occurred during his college days. 

A series of depredations had been committed in the 
college, injuring and destroying property which it 
was expensive to have renewed or repaired. 

As it could not be found out who were the guilty ones, 
all the students were taxed equally to pay for what 
was destroyed or injured. This had occurred several 
times and was felt very keenly by many of the students, 
who were poor, working their way through and finding 
it difficult to make both ends meet even with the most 
rigid economy. 

It certainly was unjust that these students should be 
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taxed' and their college course, perhaps, interfered with 
for the unworthy amusement of a few scalawags. But 
the faculty could do nothing better since the same 
esprit de corps was held to be the proper thing then as 
now, and no student would tell on another. 

After thinking the matter over carefully, my father 
decided that there was nothing right about this, and if 
anything of the kind occurred again he would do all 
in his power to discover and reveal to the faculty the 
guilty parties, if he were driven from the college for 
doing it ; others would be helped even if he suffered. 
It was not long after coming to this determination 
before he was awakened in the middle of the night by 
the crashing of glass as though windows were being 
broken. He jumped out of bed and began hastily put- 
ting on his clothes, when his room-mate asked him 
where he was going. He said he was going to find the 
rascals who were out on their depredations again, or die 
in the attempt. 

His room-mate begged him to have nothing to do 
with it, saying, " Men who would do such things 
would surely kill you if they should catch you." 
Nothing daunted, however, his mind being made up 
as to what was right, he hurried out into the grounds 
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and made his way with all possible speed toward the 
chapel, which was the spot whence came the sound of 
the breaking glass. More crashes were heard, which 
helped him to locate the spot accurately. It was a 
bright, moonlight night, which made his task the more 
difficult to accomplish without discovery, and well he 
knew that if discovered he would undoubtedly suffer 
personal violence and probably be driven from the 
college, so he used what prudence he could in the ac- 
complishment of his determined purpose. He kept, 
as far as possible, in the shadow of the buildings, 
but had to make one run in the bright moonlight 
without even the shade of trees to protect him; he 
reached the chapel, however, unobserved, and there 
found a large window broken as if by a club, the sash 
as well as the glass being destroyed. 

He began cautiously to go around the building, keep- 
ing as close to the wall as possible ; just as he turned one 
of the angles he saw two men, and at that moment one 
of them dashed a heavy club through another window, 
then both ran. To keep these men in sight sufficiently to 
follow them without being seen by them, was no easy 
matter ; but this he did, and saw them enter a certain 
room in one of the dormitories. 



PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS. 169 

The next morning, before college hours, he called on 
the President and told him what he had done and seen. 
Knowing, of course, that they must be very careful in 
their investigation of this case to protect the student who 
had helped them to find the guilty ones at such risk to 
himself, the Faculty sent a notice to every student in 
the college summoning each one to appear at a certain 
time before them. One by one they were examined, 
but to my father they put no question which he could 
not frankly repeat to the students, and his questions 
were very few. 

The result was that the scamps, when they found 
they were really caught, confessed the whole. They 
were rusticated, and, being the sons of wealthy men, 
their fathers paid, as they ought, for the destruction of 
the property of which they had been guilty, and there 
were no further depredations of the kind committed 
during my father's time at the college, a period of about 
two years. 

Against ecclesiastical bigotry and narrowness, as 
against all other forms of slavery, my father's whole 
life was an unceasing protest, whether it appeared in 
the organization to which he belonged or outside of it. 
His efibrts for breadth and catholicity inside the 
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organized New Church are too well known and have 
been too often given to the public in his own printed 
works for me to add anything in regard to them. 

To one fact in regard to my father's life and char- 
acter, however, I want here to bear my honest testimony. 
If ever a man bravely strove with himself (for he was 
no more of a coward in his struggles with the evils 
within his own breast than he was with those without) 
to follow his Lord and Master in putting out of his 
heart all bitterness, and in truly loving those who had 
been most unjust and unkind to him, my father surely 
did. And his strivings were not in vain, for he 
achieved more in the line of true Christian humility 
(while always testifying to the truth as he saw it) than 
is often attained by erring human beings. 

At the time that Louis Kossuth visited our country, 
hoping for financial aid in his efforts to liberate Hun- 
gary, my father was preaching in Cincinnati, and when 
the General was to visit that city the citizens prepared 
to give him a cordial greeting. 

Among other things the ministers (that is, the Evan- 
gelical Protestant ministers) decided that it would be 
well for them to greet the General in a body, calling 
itself the Ministers of Cincinnati. 
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They did not recognize the Unitarians, Universalists, 
Swedenborgians, Romanists, or Jews as belonging to the 
ministerial corps, so their call for a gathering to agree 
upon their line of action was sent out in the form of a 
private circular addressed to each of the Evangelical 
Protestant ministers of the city. Any public call 
might have been responded to by some of those out- 
side the Evangelical fold, and that would not have 
done at all, so the private circular was their only way 
of being sure that none but the elect were in the gather- 
ing. 

My father heard of this meeting by a brother minis- 
ter asking him why he had not been present. Think- 
ing that his not receiving the circular might have been 
an oversight, he called upon the ministers of the un- 
Evangelical denominations (so-called) to ascertain 
whether or not any of them had received the circular. 
Finding that not one of them had been included, he 
decided that the action had been deliberate, and was 
both unjust and un-Christian, so he issued a call to the 
ministers of Cincinnati through the leading newspapers 
of the city, to meet at a certain hall, on a certain evening, 
to discuss plans for greeting General Kossuth on behalf 
of the clergy of that city. 
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The call was responded to by all of the ministers who 
had been omitted from the other gathering, and by some 
of those who had attended it, they not knowing who 
had issued the call. 

When the time came for opening the meeting, a 
chairman was appointed and the business entered upon. 
Before they had gone far in their proceedings, one of 
the Evangelical ministers arose and asked by whose 
authority this meeting had been called ; to which my 
father answered that he had called it, as it had seemed 
to himself and some of his brother ministers that such 
action on the part of the clergy 6f the city would be a 
pleasant thing. 

Another minister arose and said that perhaps the 
gentleman who had called this meeting was not aware 
that a meeting for a similar purpose had been held a 
few nights before. 

To this my father answered that he had seen no call 
for such a gathering in any of the papers, nor had he 
nor any of the gentlemen with whom he had consulted 
received any notice of it ; but if such a meeting had 
been held, and the chairman of it were present and 
would state what action had been agreed upon, it was 
not too late for them still to work together in welcom- 
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ing General Kossuth in the name of the clergy of 
Cincinnati. 

The chairman of the previous meeting was not pres- 
ent, but as he lived quite near by, one of the ministers 
offered to go for him. So they waited until word was 
brought that the gentleman was not at home, after 
which they went on with the business for which they 
were called together, their chairman expressing the 
hope that any individual or body of individuals who 
had taken steps in the same direction would confer 
with them at as early a date as possible, in order that 
they might all act together as one body. 

One by one all of the Evangelical ministers went 
out, and no word of any kind was ever received from 
those who had organized the previous meeting. So the 
Evangelical ministers welcomed General Kossuth in 
their own way, by marching in the procession which 
welcomed him into the city, shaking hands with him 
and making speeches to him, and those not considered 
Evangelical, although fewer in number and poorer in 
pocket, gave him a reception in the parlors of one of 
the largest hotels of the city, and presented him with 
a little bag of gold for his cause. 

A number of years after the above incident, my 
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father was traveling in the West on business, when, in 
consequence of delays on the railroad, he found him- 
self one Saturday night in a town in which he had no 
acquaintances, and without money enough in his 
pocket to pay his board over Sunday and reach a point 
on Monday where both money and friends were plenty. 

On Sunday morning he strolled into a church and 
found himself in the Sunday-school room, where the 
leader of the adult Bible-class very politely invited 
him to join them. The class being conducted in a 
conversational manner, and, my father being not only 
a good thinker but a good talker, at the close of the 
class the leader came up to him and said, " You seem 
to have made a study of the Bible." 

To this my father answered that he had for many 
years, it being his business, as a minister of the Gospel, 
to do so. 

The class-leader soon introduced him to the pastor 
of the church as the Rev. Mr. Barrett from Philadel- 
phia. The pastor was very cordial, and before they 
parted asked if he would not preach for him in the 
evening, and invited him to his house to tea, both of 
which invitations were accepted. 

On their way to church after tea, the minister re- 
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marked, " I believe I haven't asked to what denomi- 
nation you belong ? " 

To this my father replied, " You shall see if you can 
locate me when you have heard my sermon ; if not, I 
will tell you." 

He gave them, not a doctrinal, but a practical ser- 
mon on " Religion in the Home," and the minister and 
many of the congregation thanked him warmly for it 
at the end of the service. 

"Well," said my father on their way home, "now 
where do you place me denominationally ? " 

" I do not know that I can say positively," said the 
minister, " but you certainly gave us a good congrega- 
tional sermon to-night." When my father told him 
that he was a Swedenborgian a change in the ^min- 
ister's mental atmosphere was very apparent, but out- 
wardly all was pleasant as before. 

The next morning my father went to the same min- 
ister and told him the awkward dilemma he was in, 
having letters and papers that could amply prove his 
identity, and asked if he could help him out, but the 
minister saw no way in which he could render him 
any assistance ; so my father bade him good-bye, and, 
walking to the leading book store in the town, asked 
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the proprietor if there were any atheists in the place. 
After a moment^s thought the man said, " Yes, there was 
one old fellow of that persuasion in the town, — at least 
he was an atheist, or a Unitarian, or something of that 
kind," and gave my father the number and street of 
his place of business. 

To him my father went at once, told him of his di- 
lemma, and showed him the papers and letters which 
proved his identity. When all had been told, the man 
without a moment's hesitation said, " How much money 
do you need to put you through ? " 

My father stated the sum, and offered to leave a valu- 
able watch as security for the return of the money; 
the man refused any security whatever, and said he 
had no fears but that the money would be returned, — 
as it was, as soon as my father reached his point of des- 
tination. 

Was this not something like the experience of the 
man in the Bible who fell among thieves, to whom 
neither the Priest nor the Levite could render any as- 
sistance, but who was finally helped by the Samaritan, 
for whom the Priest and the Levite had only contempt? 

At one time in Philadelphia no street-cars were run 
on Sunday, and when it was first proposed to run them 
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on that day the ministers of the city were almost 
unanimous in their condemnation of the proposition. 
Finally, as the subject continued to be agitated, a meet- 
ing was called of all the ministers in the city to consider 
the question. 

My father attended the meeting, and after listening 
to speech after speech in condemnation of the proposed 
innovation, and not one voice raised in approval thereof, 
believing that it would be for the greatest good of the 
greatest number for the cars to run, he arose and said 
so, and gave his reasons for so thinking. 

His brethren of the cloth were incensed to think that 
any one calling himself a minister should take the side 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil on such a question, 
and courteously (?) referred to him during the re- 
mainder of the evening as the gentleman on the deviPs 
side of the question. 

It amazed my father greatly to find that out of the 
three hundred or more ministers present, he was the only 
one who saw that the running of the horse-cars, in a city 
of such dimensions as Philadelphia, had become a neces- 
sity for the best good of the whole. That it would enable 
the poor to get out of their pent-up quarters into the 
parks, if they were so disposed, on the only day of the 
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week when they had the time for recreation of any kind, 
to visit a friend or to attend the church of their prefer- 
ence; That, indeed, it was the poor man's carriage, and 
that if it was not a sin for the rich to roll to church in 
their elegant equipages, it surely was a sin to prevent 
the poor from having the benefits of this humbler 
means of transportation, where, too, the number of 
workers would be so much smaller in proportion to the 
numbers served than in the case of the rich man's 
carriage. 

The cars were finally run on Sunday, in spite of the 
protest of the ministers ; and one day, while on his way 
to church in a car, a gentleman got in and looked at 
my father as if about to speak, but seeing no recogni- 
tion on his part, did not do so ; presently, however, my 
father got up, and going to the gentleman, said, " Is 

this Mr. ? " to which the gentleman answered in 

the aflHrmative, remarking, "I thought you did not 
recognize me." 

" No," was the reply ; " I could not believe my eyes 
that in less than three months' time you had really 
come over to the devil's side of the question so far as to 
be willing to patronize the cars yourself." The gentle- 
man had found his own convenience and comfort so 
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enhanced by the running of the cars, that he had had 
a practical lesson in the need of running them on Sun- 
day for the sake of those poorer and harder worked 
than he, which it was strange he could not see until it 
touched him personally. 

Nothing stands out in my memory of my father more 
clearly than his abiding and determined cheerfulness 
of character ; not that he was always cheerful, for he 
was subject at times to deep depression, but these times 
were his temptation combats ; and right valiantly did 
he struggle against the powers of darkness which then 
came upon him. In spite of these periods of depression, 
I repeat, that the hearty cheer of my father's nature was 
one of his most prominent characteristics. He was 
cheerful by nature, and he considered it a religious duty 
to cultivate it. 

The ring of this cheerfulness is heard in the lines 
written for one of the gatherings of his class at Bowdoin 
College, when he was about seventy-five years of age. 
Those too old, too feeble, or too far away to attend the 
gathering, were asked to send some thought in writing 
for the occasion ; and these were my father's words to 
his classmates : — 
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" Come, cheer up, my brothers I 

The night may be dark. 
But soon will the day-break be dawning : 

Then the friendships of yore 

Shall blossom once more. 
And we'll all meet again in the morning.'' 

The loving relations between my father and one of 
my brothers (who was as much like him as a child 
could be like a parent) was to me like a bit of heaven 
in our midst. On the day that this brother left home 
for college, at the age of seventeen, my father handed 
him a Bible, on the fly-leaf of which was pasted the fol- 
lowing: — 

**Wm. C. Barrett, 

With the love of his father, 

B. F. Barrett. 

*' Presented on the day he left home to enter 

Cornell University, at Ithaca, N. Y. 

'* West Philadelphia, Oct. 1, 1868. 

** Go, my son : the world 's before you ; 
Heaven will smile approval o'er you ; 
Prayers and blessings from your home 
Follow wheresoe'er you roam. 
Life, with all its busy toil. 
Calls you to the world's turmoil. 
With the Cross upon your shoulder, 
Let the strife but make you bolder 
As you press the upward way. 

** Go, my son, where duty calls you. 
Fearless still whate'er befalls you ; 
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Oh ! be manly, brave, and true, 
Cling to right and dare to do ; 
Weakness often conquers Might, — 
Dare to suffer for the right. 

*' Go, my son : awake from dreaming ; 
See ! the star of hope is beaming 
In the future's dimming years. 
And a beckoning hand appears 
That shall guide your feet aright 
On a pathway clear and bright. 

" Go, my son : and while you wander 
Clouds and dark temptations under, 
Never dream of base retreat ; 
Crush the world beneath your feet ; 
Walk by faith, and not by sight, 
God will give you needed light. 

** Go, my son : the days are fleeting ; 
Life is but a hasty greeting, 
And a whispered, sad farewell. 
Then we hear the dying knell ! 
Work to-day — in God's design 
No to-morrow may be thine. 

** Go, my son : the world 's before you ; 
Fear no foe if God be for you ; 
On your Saviour's arm rely, — 
For his honor dare to die ! 
Keep the Christian armor on 
Till the Crown of life is won. 
With the Cross upon your shoulder, 
Let the strife but make you bolder 
As you press the upward way." 

These lines my father had inadvertently come across 
in some paper he was reading the night before (the 



182 PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS. 

author's name not given), and so perfectly did they ex- 
press the parting thoughts which he would have my 
brother take with him that he placed them in the Bible 
he had bought for him. 

This brother was a child after my father's own heart 
(and few fathers have as much cause for satisfaction in 
a child), and he put into words upon one occasion what 
I am sure every one of my father's children feel to be 
true, but few of us could express as well. It happened 
in this way. During one of my brother's vacation 
times he and my father had a discussion upon a sub- 
ject which they did not see alike; each had expressed 
his thoughts quite freely and with some warmth, being, 
both of them, ardent and positive in character. 

My brother returned to college soon after, and in re- 
sponse to a letter from my father, wrote him as follows : — 

* * * a ^hat you said about our little talk in the 
library has made a very deep impression on my mind, 
making me love and respect you more than I ever did 
before. 

" I despise the title upon which many parents claim 
respect, — the same one adopted by the Jewish patriarchs 
and old Romans, namely, that of mere parentage. It is 
just as impossible for a young person to respect or love 
a parent on the ground of having given him birth as 
it is for the young lion or bear. While it is young and 
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weak it clings to him for protection, but when it be- 
comes capable of taking care of itself, it demands higher 
attributes to inspire respect ; it acknowledges itself as a 
man or woman, and demands to be so acknowledged. . 
It becomes one of the members of the great brotherhood 
of mankind, and asks to be treated as such. You do 
not ask me to respect you — you do not ask me to love 
or admire you — nor do you make any demands upon 
me, but still, without an effort seemingly, you force me 
to respect you, to love you, and to admire you. 

" It is not as my father that I respect you, but as a 
maUj for I believe it impossible for me to recognize 
family ties simply from their being family ties. 

" It seems to me that the love which exists between 
persons who acknowledge the perfect equality of each 
other as human beings must be stronger than that be- 
tween those where one demands and the other concedes 
a natural superiority from age or parentage. So, when 
you say you feel toward me as if I were a younger 
brother, you place me where I believe I can love you 
better, and where you may love me better. That God 
has placed me here to do some good I am certain. 
That He has placed me here to do a great good I believe. 
As to honor, I am content with being your son." 

When this brother was called to his heavenly home 
in the rich promise of his early manhood, at the age 
of twenty-one, and just before his graduation from the 
college to which he had been an honor, and when, to 
some of us, it seemed as if the sun of our earthly lives 
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was blotted out, it was my father's brave spirit that rose 
above its own sense of loss and did all that man could 
do to comfort and uplift those who were weaker than 
he; and through the remaining years of his life, 
although I know he must have longed with an un- 
speakable longing oftentimes for the sweet companion- 
ship of that beloved son, he never gave any visible sign 
of mourning for him, nor of repining at the rulings of 
Providence in calling him home. He often talked of 
him as he would have done had he been traveling in 
Europe ; and whenever he spoke of his own departure 
he would invariably say : " Won't Will and I have 
some good times together?" or, "How nice it will be 
to have Will show me all about and tell me what he 
has been doing since he left this world ! " And because 
these two rare spirits have already entered the world 
beyond, it makes that world seem to some of us, who 
have known their sweet companionship here, far more 
like home than does this. 

Thoroughly democratic in all his thoughts and feel- 
ings, and never yielding to anyhuman authority which 
did not appear to him to have the divine sanction, no 
man ever yielded more complete and willing submis- 
sion than did my father to any directing which seemed 
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to him to be in accordance with the will of God, and 
this, too, regardless of any suffering which might follow 
either for himself or others. 

At one time, when the clouds about him were very 
(lark, and the way of providing for his family seemed 
hedged in by almost insurmountable difficulties, one of 
his daughters, in the hope of ultimately helping her 
father, as well as because the time for independent 
action had come for her, entered upon a career which 
took her away from home, — one, too, fraught with some 
personal danger, and one, at that time, not at all grati- 
fying to anyone's pride. 

This child was dear to her father's heart, and all that 
was strong and protective in his nature, as well as his 
pride for her in the estimate of the world, arose in 
vehement protest against this step. Long and earnestly 
was the matter discussed between them, nearly all of 
one night being, devoted to it, since neither could rest 
until it was settled. Every argument which could be 
put into words was used to dissuade her from the step, 
and the stronger arguments which could not be put 
into words, but which, from the eyes of love, could not 
be hidden even in his unselfish heart, were also brought 
to bear upon it. 
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Only those who know what it is to resist the loving 
influence of one for whom they would gladly die, 
because loyalty to the Divine voice within demands 
that resistance, can know what the daughter suffered in 
that conference. But when at last my father saw that 
in spite of both their breaking hearts, the step he was 
so much opposed to must be taken, he finally said : " I 
yield the point, my daughter, and withdraw all my 
opposition, for I recognize in this the guiding of a more 
loving heart and a higher wisdom than my own." 

And from that moment this daughter received only 
strength and encouragement from her father in the 
undertaking by which she was enabled finally to render 
him the assistance she had hoped. 

My father's memory was unusually good, as one little 
incident which occurred in his eighty-second year will 
confirm. 

He had written an article of about two and a half 
columns length for The New Christianity, Before it 
was published, and some three or four weeks after send- 
ing it to the ofiice, he wanted a certain sentence changed. 
Writing out the change he desired made, he sent it to 
the office, when it was discovered that the article had 
been mislaid and could not be found. He then sat 
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down and wrote the entire article again (having not 
kept even an outline of the original), substituting the 
changed sentence for the one in the first draft. 

When this second writing of the article was taken to 
the office, the original one had been found, and the 
printers, knowing from past experience how excellent 
was my father's memory and how careful he was to use 
just the words that would best express his thought, 
from curiosity, compared the two articles written some 
four weeks apart, and to their amazement, found them 
almost word for word the same, with the exception of 
the one changed sentence. They had never seen any- 
thing like it before, and, considering his years, thought 
it a matter worthy of record. 

Although living to be eighty-four years of age, my 
father was never an old man in any sense of the word. 
He kept abreast of all the new thought of the day, 
and rejoiced more and more in the evidences of the 
descent of light from the New Heavens, forming the 
New Earth. 

He lived to see many of the broader views of the 
New Church, for which he had labored so long and so 
faithfully, accepted by a large part of those calling 
themselves by that name, but one of his greatest joys 
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was that he lived to see hundreds of ministers in the 
different denominations accept the truths revealed to 
the world through Swedenborg, and remain where the 
Lord had placed them, feeding his sheep in their own 
folds with the bread of life which had been given them 
to dispense. His intercourse with many of these min- 
isters was exceedingly sweet and precious to him. 

An incident occurred just two years before he entered 
the spiritual world, which gave him much pleasure. 
He received a note asking if he had ever done business 
in Chicago, and if so in what year, and what was the 
business ? He answered the note, stating the years dur- 
ing which he had lived in that city and also the nature 
of his occupation while there ; and in reply came a long 
letter from the gentleman saying that now was explained 
to him one of the mysteries of his life. 

He had had some dealings with my father during 
his residence in Chicago, — had known him as a suc- 
cessful business man, and why one so successful as 
he should have left the business world in the midst 
of his success, with millions of money within his reach, 
had been until now one of the unexplained mysteries 
of his life. 

Within a few months, he had read some of my 
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father's books, "Heaven Revealed " and "The New View 
of Hell," and the name of the author recalling his busi- 
ness acquaintance, he wondered if it were possible that 
they could be the same. Now he no longer wondered 
that the author had left the business world, for a man 
who had the power to help and uplift the world to such 
an extent with his pen, could surely not waste his time 
in merely accumulating money. 

Although for fifty years my father spent the greater 
part of his time at his desk writing or reading, he 
was erect and stalwart in figure to the last. Some 
ten years before his departure he lost the sight of one 
of his eyes, but with the one remaining he did, in those 
ten years, more literary work than most men with both 
eyes in the prime of life. 

He wrote during that time six new books and pub- 
lished five of them ; carried through the press five more, 
written by others, reading and correcting carefully all 
of the proof himself; established the paper The New 
Christianity (with the assistance of Rev. S. H. Spen- 
cer), acting as its editor and business manager for 
three years, and writing copiously for it ; carried on an 
extensive correspondence with a growing congregation 
of new readers of the New Church doctrines, outside 
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of the Swedenborgian organization, a large number of 
them being ministers who wrote to him for explana- 
tions of knotty points, and to whom long letters must 
be written in reply, and managed all the business of 
the "Swedenborg Publishing Association." This be- 
tween the age of seventy-four and eighty-four, when 
most men feel that their life-work is done and are sat- 
isJBed to rest upon their oars. 

How many times I have heard my father say, " I 
hope I may be permitted to ' die in the harness,' " and 
his hope was realized, for, in spite of many weeks of 
suffering from a complication of difficulties, his facul- 
ties were unimpaired to the last, his mind clear and 
strong as that of a young man, and he managed all of 
the business of the " Swedenborg Publishing Associa- 
tion," bringing out a new edition of one of the books 
only a few days before his departure. 

He knew that his earthly life was drawing to a close 
and rejoiced in the anticipated change with the joy of 
a happy boy in the prospect of a holiday. Not that he 
longed at all for a holiday from work (for I never saw 
anyone in my life who seemed more thoroughly to 
enjoy work than did my father), but the thought of the 
fulness of life for useful service which he knew would 
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be his, when no longer bound by his earthly garments, 
was to him one of boundless joy. 

If speaking of the approaching change seemed to give 
pain to any of the family or to make them sad in any 
degree, he would always say, " You must rejoice with me 
and for me, when the time comes, for you know I shall 
not be far away." And really it seemed as though his 
bright and joyous presence suffused the whole house 
after he laid off his garment of flesh. 

Only those who have had the experience can know 
what it means to have a beloved form removed from 
earthly sight, and yet feel the cheerful presence of the 
heavenly spirit that has outgrown the chrysalis of the 
body, helping, encouraging, cheering, and sustaining 
them daily. 

On the first Sabbath after my father's departure, in 
preparing for church, I started to take out of my bon- 
net a pink rose which he had always liked, being 
prompted thereto by the popular thought, I presume, 
as well as by my own unregenerate heart, when there 
came to my mind so clearly what my father would say, 
that it seemed almost as though he had laid his hand 
on my shoulder and said, " My daughter, why should 
you when you know how happy I am ? " And I could 
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not do what I knew would grieve him in making any 
change in my dress ; and soon all desire to do so was 
taken from me. 

One night, during my father^s last illness, as I sat be- 
side him it seemed to me as though the Saviour were 
in the room in the attitude of prayer as in the garden 
of Gethsemane, and while that thought remained with 
me my father slept and breathed like an infant, after 
weeks of sleeplessness with loss of breath whenever he 
fell asleep ; and this without any anodyne or change 
in medicine. This remained with me throughout the 
night, and so delicious was his sleep, with only one 
short waking spell, that he was almost dazed with the 
delight of it when he wakened in the morning. 

The blessed recollection of that night will remain 
with me forever, for I shall always believe I was per- 
mitted a dim consciousness of what was really taking 
place ; that for a time the evil spirits that were trying 
to overwhelm him in temptation were held in check by 
the only power that can ever subdue them. 

My father was one of the most industrious men I 
ever knew, and one of the least self-indulgent,*- the de- 
light of his life was that of active usefulness. While 
recognizing the value of j)assive usefulness in those 
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called to serve the world in this way, it was so foreign 
to his nature that I cannot conceive of him in that 
attitude. 

He was a great lover of the poets, and no mean poet 
himself. Such delightful evenings as he gave us reading 
aloud all of the best poems in the English language, 
and he would make one love them by his very way of 
reading them. He often quoted from Lowell's " The 
Present Crisis " the following verse : — 

'' Careless seems the great Avenger ; his- 
tory's pages but record 

One death-grapple in the darkness 'twixt 
old systems and the Word ; 

Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong 
forever on the throne, — 

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and 
behind the dim unknown, 

Standeth God within the shadow, keep- 
ing watch above His own." 

The whole of this poem was a great favorite with 
him, as was also " The Vision of Sir Launfal," and one 
of Whittier^s, " The Eternal Goodness," from which in 
the last years he often quoted the following : — 

"And so beside the silent sea 
I wait the muffled oar ; 
No harm from Him can come to me 
On ocean or on shore. 

13 
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*' I know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air ; 
I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care. 

"And Thou, Lord I by whom are seen 
Thy creatures as they be, 
Forgive me if too close I lean 
My human heart on Thee ! " 

Taking delight in everything worthy, holding always 
before him the highest ideals, suffering more from his 
inability to reach those ideals than from any other 
cause, strong, brave, true, and noble-hearted — such was 
my father. To live in any degree worthy of such a 
father, demands of his children that they walk in the 
daily and hourly companionship of their Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

'* Not vainly did old poets tell, 

Nor vainly did old genius paint 
God*s great and crowning miracle, 
The hero and the saint ! 



ii 



For even in a faithless day 

Can we our sainted ones discern ; 

And feel while with them on the way. 
Our hearts within us bum. 



'' With us was one, who, calm and true. 
Life's highest purpose understood. 
And like his blessed Master, knew 
The joy of doing good. " 



APPENDIX. 



MR. BARRETT AS VIEWED BY MEN 
OF DIFFERENT CREEDS. 



EXTRACTS FROM A FEW OUT OF A 
LARGE NUMBER OF LETTERS. 
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XIV. 

Extracts from Letters. 



Dear : 

I wish to tell you how deeply I feel indebted to your 
father for the impulse he has given to my spiritual 
life. At a period when the misty theological teaching 
of the old regime had begun to express itself in mental 
clouds, he gave a direction to my study, which set me 
on the road to clear theological thinking. 

I was raised in the Congregational Church, and 
under its free polity had early developed that spirit of 
free inquiry that has been so common within its fold. 
It never came to my lot to come under the ministration 
of an organized New Church, but early in life a copy 
of Swedenborg's " True Christian Religion " fell into 
my hands. 

His rational explanation of the Trinity was the one 
truth that clung to me, and was the basis of my admira- 
tion for the great Swedish seer. His supernatural 
claims and his tone of authority offended me, and I did 
not finish reading the book. Soon after this, I secured 
some New Church tracts, which awakened a deeper 
interest, but were not suflScient to give system to my 
thought. Just at the proper time these were followed 
by Dr. Barrett^s wonderful little hand-book " The Ques- 
tion — What are the Doctrines of the New Church ? — 
Answered." It is a simple little treatise, not preten- 
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tious in appearances, yet so suggestive and so clear. 
Here was set forth the doctrines in a systematic way, 
making in so small a compass a complete theology. 
The contrasts between the materialistic statement of 
the middle-age theology, and the living spirituality of 
the New Church point of view is the overwhelming 
power of this little volume. This sealed my interest in 
a spiritual religion, a living vital faith, and opened to 
me the treasures of the New Church literature, which 
has meant everything to me in these after-years. Upon 
entering the ministry, I opened correspondence with 
Dr. Barrett, and found his suggestions warm and prac- 
tical and a great service to me in my work. 

Particularly valuable was his explanation of the essen- 
tially democratic nature of a truly Christian ecclesias- 
tical polity. The power of his protest against all 
ecclesiastical authority in church government and the 
terrible menace of the Pharisee spirit, which develops 
so insidiously under hierarchial influences, served to 
crystallize my views on these subjects, and have been of 
inestimable value to me in practical work. 

Did space permit I should love to tell of instances in 
my hand-to-hand pastoral work, where earnest but 
doubting souls, who have been struggling with the 
misty fogs of the past centuries, have had their mental 
skies cleared and realized the blessed nearness of the 
risen Lord through simply reading "The Question 
Answered." 

Most of all, in contrast with many New Church 
teachers, I love Dr. Barrett for his large view of the 
coming of our Lord. The teaching embodied in the 
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" Footprints of the New Age " is, I believe, soon to be 
the inspiration of the forward moving portion of the 
Christian world. It is shortly stated that Christ is re- 
vealing Himself in the new life of our new age in all 
its various planes of expression, and behold. He creates 
all things new, not merely a new ecclesiastical organi- 
zation, however necessary that may be in itself. I wish 
also to bear testimony to Dr. Barrett's plans of cam- 
paign. Being outside the organized New Church my- 
self, I believe I am more capable of judging the influ- 
ences that reach us than many so snugly quartered 
within its protecting folds. His selected passages from 
Swedenborg, in his little "Swedenborg Library" of 
twelve volumes, I believe to be of infinitely more value 
as a missionary agent than any of the more voluminous 
works of the illustrious seer. And more than these is 
his most excellent judgment in expressing in good read- 
able English the great truths of the new day in the 
spirit of our own time. 

His choice, also, of contemporary writers, whose words 
he was instrumental in having sent out as missionary 
literature, shows the rarest insight into the needs of the 
present-day religious world. 

I revere his memory as one " sent of God," who 
served his generation well, who has been of unnamable 
help to me individually and to those whom I serve. 

With the earnest prayer that some of his spirit may 
rest on me, I shall endeavor to go forward with the 
work into which he has led me. 

Most fraternally yours. 
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Dear 



. . . Being an earnest seeker after truth, and know- 
ing Mr. Barrett held views in some respects difiFering 
from those held by the Convention I became interested 
in knowing wherein he was thought to be in error. . . . 

From brief conversations, from correspondence with 
him, and, finally, from reading books, pamphlets, or 
papers bearing upon his controversy with the Conven- 
tion, I became thoroughly convinced he w^as on the 
right track. 

The Word, the writings, and reason unite in sustain- 
ing Mr. Barrett's position on the wine question and all 
others upon which he wrote. 

I have been slow only with reference to one question : 
Should there be an organized New Church ? 

. . . To-day I say, No, there need be no New 
Church organization, but the zeal which the precious 
truths awaken in the hearts of intelligent receivers 
should be expressed wherever these truths find them. 

Infinitely more good would be accomplished if all 
the money now devoted to maintaining distinctively 
New Church worship were used in the printing and 
judicious distribution of New Church literature. 

I have been much helped by what I have known of 
the life and work of Rev. B. F. Barrett. I only wish I 
could see a more rapid conversion of other New Church- 
men to his more rational solution of the question as to 
the whereabouts of the New Church. 

After reading Mr. Barrett's pamphlet in which he 
demonstrates among other things that in the sight of 
the Lord there was only one church — Christian Church 
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— of which every good man was a member, if a mem- 
ber of any at all, I still hesitated to relinquish the idea 
taught me, that there was an Old Church heaven and a 
New Church heaven, until at our Reading Class one 
evening we came upon a number in Vol. I of " The 
Arcana" to the effect that a church was not a church 
by virtue of its doctrine alone, nor a man of the church 
by virtue of what he believed, or as further fact that, 
if a man led a good life, according to his light, he would 
accept the genuine truth upon entering the world of 
spirits. 

I saw at once, and from these writings, that Mr. Bar- 
rett was right. 

Sincerely yours. 

Dear : 



I never had a personal acquaintance nor correspond- 
ence with the late Rev. B. F. Barrett. 

Have read and re-read most, if not all, of his pub- 
lished books relating to the writings of Swedenborg and 
the New Church truths. My attention was originally 
attracted to the subject by his writings. 

Everywhere they are full of the deepest thought and 
logical reasoning. It is impossible to express the 
benefit they have been to me ; it is incalculable. 

In "Ecclesiastical Polity" he strikes the bane of 
Christianity at its foundation head. 

Thanks to the printing press, his influence is destined 
to continue until our religion shall be revolutionized. 
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Dear : 

... I never met Mr. Barrett face to face, but 
often wished that I could, as the few letters that I had 
from him impressed me deeply with his beautiful, 
Christian spirit and made me feel that it would be a 
blessing to know him as a personal friend. If I could 
have made it convenient to go to Germantown after the 
receipt of his first letter (written on a sick bed in reply 
to certain questions of mine about the teachings of the 
New Church) I should certainly have embraced the 
opportunity to call upon him. ... I have read most 
of his books with gratification and profit. 

His " Heaven Revealed " has long been a special 
favorite, and has been read and re-read again and again 
with never-failing interest and spiritual profit. It has 
made the life eternal more real to my apprehension and 
more influential over my character and life than any 
other volume I ever found. The spiritual world seems 
as actual a fact as Europe, and the life we are there to 
live as reasonable, as well as attractive, as any one could 
desire. Its celestial light is constantly illumining my 
earthly pathway, and its divine attractions constantly 
drawing my thoughts and aspirations upward. And 
at the same time I find the reality and nature of that 
life as portrayed in this volume a constant inspiration 
and help toward cultivating such a spirit and living 
such a life as will make heaven a congenial home when 
I am called into the spirit-world. I wish every Chris- 
tian could read the book. It can do nothing but good 
to any candid mind receptive of the truth and would 
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minister untold comfort and cheer to many a weary and 

troubled souL 

Yours very truly, 



Dear 



. . . For a number of years he (Rev. B. F. Barrett) 
has been my favorite religious author. 

I have nearly all of his published works, and when 
questioned on any doctrinal subject, I nearly always 
hand the questioner one of his works. I find two rea- 
sons for this : First, he is always clear and logical in 
his statements; and second, his writings always manifest 
that Christian spirit which wins confidence and love. 
Few can read his writings without arriving at the con- 
clusion that the author is a sincere and humanity-lov- 
ing Christian. 

I scarcely know which of his numerous works I ad- 
mire most. For one totally unacquainted with the 
doctrines, I find his " Letters to Beech er on the Divine 
Trinity " one of the most satisfactory. After an interest 
has been secured, his " Lectures on the New Dispensa- 
tion " are, in my opinion, the best book to put in an 
inquirer^s hand. 

His " True Catholicism " brings out those new ideas 
about eternal truth adapting itself to man's condition, 
to which every thinking man must say. Amen. Then, 
for those who manifest (and who does not at times?) a 
desire to know more of the great realm of spirit, nothing 
is better adapted than " Heaven Revealed," the " New 
View of Hell," and " Letters to Beecher on the Future 
Life." 'Thus we find his writings cover pretty well the 
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whole range of religious thought, and in no case do we 
fail to see manifested the highest type of Christianity. 
He did a noble work which cannot fail to continue 
in its effects throughout future time. . . . 

Yours for humanity, 



Dear : 

I knew Mr. Barrett only as he visited . . . 

It was a continual regret to me that I got no time to 
know him better, but I esteemed him as one of the 
loveliest characters it has ever been my pleasure to 
meet. His cheerful ways, his devotion to his wife, his 
family, and his use in the world, were all to me stimu- 
latingly helpful. 

I thought his smile more than a fortune, and I al- 
ways valued the radiance of his personal presence 
when near, but I regret that I had not the time to 
know him more. Perhaps this was not necessary, for 
we thoroughly understood each other, and it would 
only have been seliBshness on my part to have engaged 

his attention more. 

Very truly yours. 

Dear : 



While I was at his (Mr. Barrett's) books 

were presented to me, . . . and they embodied my 
conception of the New Church. I have read them 
somewhat carefully and find my sympathies lying all 
in that direction. Mr. Barrett was brave enough 
and broad enough to anchor himself to that vast and 



EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 205 

infinitely glorious City of God which he unflinchingly 
held to be the New Church proclaimed by Sweden- 
borg. 

How anybody can think otherwise is one of the enig- 
mas I have been trying to solve. Our brethren of the 
organization will tell you at once that they, too, hold 
this view, yet they go right on acting as though every- 
thing outside the boundaries of our infinitesimal de- 
nomination is outside the New Jerusalem. Such feel- 
ing is pitifully narrowing ; it erases the inspiration lent 
by John's conception and leaves us conceited and iso- 
lated from the great company of the saints and martyrs 
of the past and the present. The organization will never 
grow until Mr. Barrett's vision lies before it, but more 
and more it will become effete, and degenerate into the 
business of the scribes and Pharisees. For my part it 
would be impossible for me to live in such a realm. I 
must behold what John saw and all the winds of truth 
refresh me from all the quarters of the universe. 

The real great New Church is dawning swiftly and 
will leave the denomiaation stranded in some narrow 
inlet, perhaps whirling round and round in eddies, 
while the stream of the River of God goes sweeping to 
the sea. Mr. Barrett was with the " innumerable com- 
pany of the angels and the spirits of just men made 
perfect," and his place is assured and glorious. The 
great New Churchmen cannot tie themselves to an or- 
ganization that limits itself to anything less than the 
good in life and the pure in heart of all epochs within 
and without sects, creeds, and religions. . . . 

Faithfully yours, 
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Dear 



. . . Rev. B. F. Barrett's writings, for the past five 
years, have afforded me more light on the New Church 
doctrines, and I may also say, more comfort on spiritual 
subjects pertaining to the internal sense of the word 
than any other writings with which I ever came in 
contact. I regard him as a star of the first magnitude 
in the New Church. His writings are calculated to 
help and elevate anyone in search of the truth. I 
sought his advice on several occasions by correspon- 
dence, and his suggestions were always sincere and 
good. 

Respectfully yours, 

Dear : 



... It is with great pleasure that I can testify to 
the help Mr. Barrett's work and example have been to 
me. 

Some of his books were the first I had on becoming 
a receiver of the New Church doctrines, and they have 
since been of great help in my studies. 

I have prepared many lectures and sermons depend- 
ing wholly on his books as commentaries. But above 
what he has written, the silent influence of the man 
himself has been most helpful. Though I only met 
him once or twice, he impressed me as a man of strong 
individuality, and his writings confirm that impression. 
I admired him most as a man having the courage of 
his convictions, and having little of this greatly desired 
element in my nature I have received much help jfrom 
his example embodying this principle. 

I am very cordially yours, 



EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 207 



Dear : 

After I became interested in the writings of Sweden- 
borg, I was puzzled for some time over the question of 
an organized New Church. 

The writings of Rev. B. F. Barrett helped me very 
much by enabling me to realize more fully what my 
own spiritual instincts led me to believe, namely, that 
Swedenborg's instructions were intended for all Chris- 
tendom and not for a sect. 

Yours sincerely, 



IJear 



. . . My first benefit, as well as I remember, was 
from his (Mr. Barrett's) " Lectures on the New Dispensa- 
tion." After this I procured " The Question Answered," 
"New View of Hell," "Heaven Revealed," and his 
" Autobiography," besides leaflets and tracts, to all of 
which I attribute much of the glorious insight I have 
attained into the doctrines of the New Christianity. 

I have for a long time been an admirer of the char- 
acter of Brother Barrett, and feel that his example and 
the stand taken in regard to the liberal character of the 
New Christianity has always been on the safe side and 
comforting to earnest seekers. 

I have many things of the new light* to be thankful 
for, but to none more than the writings and example of 
B. F. Barrett. 

I have read and re-read his books, and expect to 

read much more, as I get something more all the 

time. . . . 

Respectfully yours. 
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Dear 



... It has always been my opinion that no man in 
our country has done so much to spread the " Heavenly 
doctrines," has written so well and nobly, and worked 
so grandly and faithfully as Mr. Barrett. . . . 

When I was twelve years old I began to read the 
doctrines of the New Church, and early in my steps 
began to follow Mr. Barrett in his writings, and I think 
even at this day, after so many pens have tried to eluci- 
date the great seer, Mr. Barrett's two works " Heaven 
Revealed " and " New View of Hell," are the most 
helpful, comprehensive, and valuable that have ever 
appeared. ... 

Most truly yours, 



Dear 



My very first knowledge of the name of Swedenborg 
was in connection with that of B. F. Barrett, whose 
books gave me, and still give me, a stimulus to read 
the writings and to investigate the doctrines of the New 
Church which is of inestimable value. 

While his style is remarkably clear and warm, not to 
say affectionate, he still had the combative nature 
which was well calculated to meet the polemical spirit 
of his day, and which is not by any means extinct in 
our own time. 

I consider his writings among the very best to place in 
the hands of inquirers after theological or Biblical 
truths. . . . 

Yours very truly, 
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Dear : 

. . . The writings of Mr. Barrett have been a great 
help to me and traces of their influence in the world 
are everywhere manifest. Their catholicity of spirit, 
their clearness of expression, and their adaptability to 
the uninitiated, render them invaluable for missionary 
purposes. 

His explanation of the universality of the Lord's 

New Church is especially attractive to new readers and 

gives them a confidence that leads them onward to 

other and deeper truths. 

Yours very truly. 

Dear : 



. . . He was wonderfully free from clerical airs ; one 
friend noticed that he did not even wear a white cravat, 
he stood like a man talking to his fellows. My father, 
mother, sisters, and our friends all respected him and 
felt free with him. . . . Mr. Barrett was to me a great 
teacher of New Church doctrines. . . . The church has 
come to his ground, or is coming to it steadily. . . . 
His work has made us all more free, and has made it 
easy for some of us to go on attacking ecclesiasticism 
and other wrongs — it was noble work nobly done. . . . 

Yours truly. 

Dear : 



Among the first of the collateral New Church writings 
brought to my attention some forty years ago was Mr. 
Barrett's " Lectures on the New Dispensation." This 
work was written in a style so clear and logical, so con- 
vincing, that thereafter I found no difficulty in em- 
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bracing all the glorious truths of the City of our God 
as they were successively unfolded to me through his 
later works and through the writings of others. 

After reading Mr. Barrett's "Lectures" I was ac- 
customed to wait with much interest each issue of new 
books from his vigorous and prolific pen, and I read them 
all eagerly and with much profit. His lucid style and 
broad catholic spirit impressed me as the writings of 
comparatively few others of our New Church writers 
have done, and I must ever acknowledge my deep in- 
debtedness to him. 

I regret that I never enjoyed a personal interview 
with this grand, good man but once. 

He was an intensely hard worker, indefatigable in his 
efforts to build up the kingdom of his beloved Lord on 
the earth, and it may be said of him truly, he ceased at 
once to work and to live (in this world). But the 
cessation was brief, doubtless, for to work was his de- 
light, and he is now working on a higher vantage 
ground than when consciously with us here. . . . 

Yours truly, 



Dear 



I have received plainer instruction from Rev. B. F. 
Barrett's preaching than from any other minister. 

When I was studying medicine in Philadelphia I 
attended his church, and when I read his writings I 
get the best religious instruction I ever receive any- 
where on earth. . . . 

I think he was the best Christian I ever knew. 

Yours truly, 
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Dear : 

Inclosed please find $1.00 for which please send me 
by mail to the above address the "Autobiography of 
B. F. Barrett." I have somewhere seen it stated that 
this book contains a portrait of him. I hope it does, as 
I am anxious to see a picture and learn more of this 
great and good man, whose expositions of the writings 
of Swedenborg are the best I have ever read. 

Doubtless for this purpose the Lord hath raised him 
up ; and when dead, or, more properly speaking, when 
removed to the spirit world, it may truly be said of him 
that he served his own generation according to the will 
of God, and the light, comfort, joy, help, and encourage- 
ment in the heavenly life contained in his writings will 
be seen and felt by all future generations. 



WRITINGS OF REV. B. F. BARRETT. 



A Cloud of Independent Witnesses to the Spiritual 

Helpfulness of Swedenborg's Teachings, . . . . $1.00 

Heaven Revealed, 75 

The New View of Hell 50 

Lectures on the New Dispensation, 60 

Letters to Beecher on the Divine Trinity, 50 

Letters to Beecher on the Future Life, 50 

The Golden City, Paper, 25 cts. ; cloth, .50 

Swedenborg and Channing, . . Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, .50 

Footprints of the New Age, 30 

The New Church ; Its Nature and Whereabout, ... .50 

The True Catholicism, 30 

The Question, What are the Doctrines of the New 

Church ? Answered, . - . .Board, 15 cts.; cloth, .30 

The Swedenborg Library. 12 vols, [compiled) ^ . . . 5.00 

Single vol. , 45 cts. ; bound in 6 vols. , cloth, 3.25 

Ends and Uses [compiled from Swedenborg)^ 30 

A Bishop's Gun Reversed, 25 

The Man and his Mission, Paper, .10 

Ecclesiastical PoHty, ** .12 

The Apocalyptic New Jerusalem, ** .10 

Maximus Homo, ** .30 

Autobiography of B. F. Barrett, 1.00 

The Church's One Foundation 75 

The Bible or the Creed, 03 



Address Swedenborg Publishing Association, 

Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa. 



WRITINGS OF JOHN ELLIS, M. D. 



Skepticism and Divine Revelation, $0.90 

Personal Experiences of a Physician, 25 

The Fruit of the Vine, Paper, 16 cts., .25 

Avoidable Causes of Disease, etc. , 1.50 

Reply to The Holy Supper and its Administrating 

Mediums. By a Deacon, 10 



WRITINGS OF THEODORE F. SEWARD. 



The School of Life Paper, 50 cts., $1.50 

Heaven Every Day, 50 

A Plea for the Christian Year, 10 

Hadesian Theology, 10 



WRITINGS OF REV. J. K. SMYTH. 

Footprints of the Saviour, $1.00 

Holy Names, 1.00 



Address Swedenborg Publishing Association, 

German town, Philadelphia, Pa. 



WRITINGS OF WM. H. HOLCOMBE, M. D. 



Lectures on Spiritual Subjects, $0.75 

Aphorisms of the New Life, 30 

Helps to Spiritual Growth, 30 

Our Children in Heaven, 1.00 

The Sexes, Here and Hereafter, 1.00 

In Both Worlds 1.00 

The Other Life, 1.00 

Southern Voices, 1.00 

The End of the World 1.00 

Lost Truths of Christianity, 1.00 

A Mystery of New Orleans, Paper, 50 cts. , 1.00 

Condensed Thoughts About Christian Science, 25 

Power of Thought in the Production and Cure of 

Disease, 15 

Influence of Fear in Disease, 20 



LEAFLETS. 

The following set of "Leaflets'' will be sent (postpaid) on 
receipt of 8 cents. 

No. I, Spiritual Recompense ; 2, Hell-Fire — What is it ? 
3, True Charity ; 4, Ends and Uses ; 5, The Use of Prayer ; 
6, The Life of Religion ; 7, The Higher Life ; 8, The New 
Birth ; g, Children after Death ; 10, The New Church ; 11, The 
Divine Trinity; 12, Swedenborg; 13, Swedenborg's Writ- 
ings ; 14, Catholicity ; 15, Marriage and the Sexes ; 16, Key 
to the Spiritual Sense ; 17, The Church that is to Be ; z8, 
What Can I Do ?— I am Poor. 



Address Swedenborg Publishing Association, 

Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa, 



WRITINGS OF REV. E. H. SEARS. 



Christ in the Life, $1.25 

Foregleams and Foreshadows of Immortality, .... 1.00 

Regeneration, 75 

Sermons and Songs of the Christian Life, 1.25 

The Fourth Gospel the Heart of Christ, 1.50 

WRITINGS OF REV. JNO. DOUGHTY. 

The World Beyond, $0.30 

The Garden of Eden, 30 

The Secret of the Bible, 50 

The Parable of Creation, 50 

A Manual of New Church Doctrine, 50 

Sabbath-School Lesson Papers, 10 

"SUCCESSION IN THE MINISTRY," 

Showing also What and Where is the Church Signified by 
The Apocalyptic New Jerusalem. By B. F. Baeeett. 

Sent free on receipt of 2 cents for postage. 

THE SCIENCE OF CORRESPONDENCES ELUCIDATED 

The key to the heavenly meaning of the Scriptures. 

By Rev. Edwaed Madeley ; edited by his son. Revised and 
greatly enlarged by B. F. Baeeett. With a complete 
Index of subjects and Scripture passages. 742 pp., 5J X 8 
inches. Extra Cloth. 

Price, $1.50. To ministers and theological students, $1.00, if 
ordered of the Swedenborg Publishing Aaaociation, 



Address Swedenborg Publishing Association, 

Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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